Abducted 



Jacob Wetterling Age 11 

Jacob was abducted on Sunday, October 22, 1989, from 91st Avenue South of St 
Joseph, Minnesota at approximately 9:15 p.m . He and his brother and a friend 
were approached by a male subject wearing dark clothing carrying a handgun. 
Jacob s brother and friend were allowed to leave but Jacob was forced to 
remain. No vehicle was seen. Jacob is five feet tall, 75 pounds, brown hair, 

blue eyes, mole on left cheek, wearing a red hockey jacket with an orange vest, 
blue sweat pants, and Nike high top tennis shoes. 

If you have any information, please call the Stearns County Sheriffs 

Department at 612-251-4240 or Crime Stoppers at 612-255-1301 or toll 
free 1-800 255-1301 . 
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PRESS RELEASE 


KJ2 


from the area farming^«JSv Ta t Force would like the help 

owners within 75 miles of st cloud* u? Uld X i ke rUral P ro Perty 
ditches and paths alone their rr d ' Minnesota, to check road 

clothing iteL iac^L^t K^ s ? h “* f ° r the 

back 6 J ?Ma t is 1 a h h“key b tea m °1 f a a P ? llce badge on the 

stitched on front. Y b ^ acKet * Name "JACOB" is 

Orange sleeveless vest with eii„ Q _ . . , 

drawstrings on each side. ilver trim and black 

Blue sweatpants 

Nike symbol°on^side? Sh ° eS ' size 5 ' whit e with gray 
Blue mesh jersey 


''WETTERLING" W across Y back? d ^ nUmber 11 on it. 

White tube socks 


name 


White boy's briefs. 

County Sheriff°s Depa cal l the Stearns 
1-800-255-1301 . e P arCment a t (512) or toll f ree 

j?/v 

Thank you 
Charlie Grafft 
Stearns County Sheriff 
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attempted to^bduct^icwear old°h Ptl ° n an individu al who 
are similarities between the “ Stearns County. There 

this attempted LductiSJ. aMuctl ° n JACOB WETterling and 

the artistes conSeption W is d the°ind?S th ? person depicted in 

p xon ls the individual who abducted JACOB. 

white male, late ^O^s^dar^brow* 3 ^ n . the artist ' s conception is a 
fair complexion driving « b f° wn hair ' dark eyes, slim build, 
white trim brown van with 

individual W Se5iStid q iS S this artist^s^conception? idantif y ln 9 

person's identity is requested^to^e^T^th 1011 regarddng this 
Sheriff's Office at 612^259^98^ Stearns County 
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■ OeL 22. Bavervyeai-old Jacob Erwin 
Wattarting Is abducied by a mashed gin- 
man ppuritf S:15 p.ffl. tf£tog St 31 Avenue, 
tonneau (A Si. Jmreph, A $h*n nma biar, 
St JiSflph r ■ 1^10 hi L-rs and Z tom 35 rjTTitfi 
I mm Lha Sic ants County Ehe'ifrt Orp*/V- 


Irani Ufl 51 b ants COUflty EfteftHt UepdV woo a ravumn tcog — -y a , 

menl, Trlirtnly M?kw CH^ I FSlJ git ten W Ur Grammar 
iJfhl aod Sera pai< zJ soatdi tor; ateo. Two ’ G 7 , i Rl> ^ Pe hrich OlMis thahfl'pc' Nfl. 


mayhavebflcmhouoblwspiciouabyresi- " “—---“?-- 

de ^ J - Where to caff wfih Ups 

Jtrty and ffliiy Weiiiflim appear ur t ■ ' - ■ J ,. ■ TV, 

"Ca£ ntei Morning/ 1 ' Anyon o ivth . kitpnnstiah ; 

1*1 ? iOL, Tidx>s laiteM strati ito si ace Jacob WditBrilrm i * ivucbcr is 
b Jacob* lavortio «n»g — 'Us- to call toSleams C^unly SJ> ' 

S!2M1:__ +._ nartnmnt al 25949*1 or T, 


{ : : ‘ ’Sv ■ ; ■ 

lr. " ■ 

p- : 'V Sj 
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loctl FBI ngartls fi^vf IJva (ro»ft MLnoaiJtij* 
a 1 * uSsifliTOd Id i.I to l jHI. A stelo ryjlcnpkf 

equipped wiih b 

search ItghLta Hswwi £?/ A 

in lo probe I ha coir- S 

tsywwdmnd1ifl f l)j. U 

Ainto'liktiosttibiitn .tt MSHft 'l 
a command post al 
the Dcl-Wm Ban- h ( 
room In Si Joseph. 

At around 3 am., the , y~~ z 
elr— and -ground - q_ i' v-- — 

wa'chw <w? caltod 

oil unhl daybreak. Or ** 

■ 9d-> 23. Iho 

search resumes L --—- 1 


bonat: GulnJ 

OEiltaU tflieatg B n apiiM'a skesch or a 
man ^ &L!em&acd (□ tbdu^i u lo^-jir. 
old S-lnitas Cwtr^ toy Uws mrtv. 
-met. FBT B(jerrta ioyih* ptryiicsi end pij** 
^ctologlMl pro'll* tfShld nun raaLchei Lbal 
r OS J4CO&^ #M uclw 

■ Oct. ze. On tvj.^Jitcr Naiitnij Guam 
merfiben. 60 Oep^ornefli of Ni|.onal fie- 
rucH vduntaert. 50 therJf t drputtt I 
ar> t-ertea atk and several nemt*f i ol Mliv 
ncsota Search and Rescue Dog Assoda- 
lop :tftE Sf-culsquJAt rrrTm SfOL.-rd^b / 
_atdDtiionfcH three cao 

bud an air learch A *Jliio ceeat seek tt! 


CrtTW stoppers at 1 JKSO^iM^ 
■ CeJlerr lo Tri-Courtty'C'irno 
pera may remain afynymcnii am 

-JacobVrtrfter^riq 
A tftwini of in?,(XV is *T^ 
KJer?|rfceri£M of a eujtwtr ki [tv 
\ T3, ms aWurtton of e Cold S 
bey,S*osketchaTleft « ’■ * 


u rigur, B„A t^mpsosno orswing d 
peel Tc i Hosed. This man *jji mc^ 
su^pteksusv w a Tom TEvflty esc') 


iincKMred wiih n tOO ireras ofut* i^ie, bee * Jo«pn pyf a OiA Miit bi Avor 


mm i 




&&$£$ ;Vt ! 
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ira^i 


IsgSVjJj 
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Ttiia is a 3 ketch qf a cu^peci Slnkerd to the Jan, 13 . 1933 , alxfuc- 
Ifon and sexual asw ult gla la-ypar-oldboyEhCald Spring The 
FBI says he is s stspsa tn thy abdueffbh oT Jacob Wetteriftig 
naar St, Joseph, 1 


iraund earn wirheL r rCn "i Iram the Depart- WtKWfii bkBdtound was wshTe to l UeJnre the a&ducirrv Thrr susppci 

a» («7™ 11 **■* ih* s«m lunrvfr than a near try rud.t is be m his sot abwi 6 ie« (sH w 

™^BcKSsi« 1 «<■ i«» »™A ■«-«• a-"*,™™,. 

cofirBra ll^ ovii a 2S'tn , jBra , ^file ticl. A lOltJS.lXlO. L A tpM-n-JJ tn ^ 

S*li .L^IJL i_ "L, l* ■ AI * cm, &. Peter's and Piuri Mddla 1 Jacto «nd hts lbdudO' a. ►epo' 

jt™ SUT Ih, «M>mr »a ■ » TO NUIonal G«Id 

TrLrUmK, ohnri a' PWT-tWJS Jflih Ihs 4bthK3r0fi *nfl a HtfJ lar ErtUJ Upn I 

rJri?^^ C |^tS^lr,rt J H^toreds ol wffle "Stop's Hof«' b*^ *rw k estsM^ And llw bn* 

223 “ r t atiEf £undjy wrvicei h* 3 lo to relelnrf t 

7^1 SS^S,2JS ■ SL j™*pn Ciihqfic Chmeii. d ikna^^t owww a oi v 

3 .'oiSSSm!?KS tm BaNtwm 7:^3 arid t£> p.m. H road tlMks slef^^jipea and Ito ffW esmpt 

«r*Jnfif bj^wclS^aJeSS 113 * Te tTOPP^ qL-ciLkxwd try B-fe- 4 tipCS ol [he tkntorwche 

h- 8 JwjS' ■ cp^Tng t^-AM gome. a 

L^i-d . V AJ11 pm, ths K ifiW mmtd nsiai> then35,000 5 are iha Vip-^^s 

SSSrKSS SL v ^ !d Cil ^ * Bd* rs ft- tgawl»n ^ r 

" dc^f^m jL ^ ^ 15 to |»* • Nov, Q. Virgl Ulke, a Cuihlr 

^ ^ n ^ C, OOP, try end mwrftrrrt Sinper /ecsrdB I 

^ern * as. a whin «r carrying e ywPfl totf £KJfl l»b WflflerfJtff,'- 
^ t PI7^;.r ,. L ^ !T rn^ and a bw l.l lino (he d a icrtptotl cf An una ui myijecf iktttft ol • fw 


pNeVdLA pmsHjte CnkbetWECJi 
Abdixdian And a Htf^lar tnir^L-m I' 
(na k ersb^dtvJ nnd lh*n C rak 
mim wt’eTfccg^lo to itkiwl t 
of stniti.'tl!** 1»>W1« sAcloh l! 
Hero suipect aAd Ito (fW c*npt 


heisquantrsmsvtsBlhetosememohbe ^yfiM* 

a 5^ffiSSSSK 

p «*!'!»fcom. ii* «t« liSi, i'JSSES. 


client bnskrLtoi gama.n ermm 
thftm 35.000 5 nveltoVre>A*itai$6 
tnpffra kxi 

* Mflv. a. Vitgii Ut>.e, * OjUtV 

|ry and «fr?rn singer, records I 
too or Jacob WeuerfJig.' 

An (.Tm m myijecf sketch oi a fon 


5SS5S!Si«h^ii.sLaM'.!wSt £ £ J ,?S^ l ^ i ,Ki “ 

■wui-u ii-^.jit!i,r im'n FriiMi but fs ruin oui «a the rswi sow by i^,cw. __ _. 


From Page 1A 

ionnk_ 


■ N* prime auspctS hca emifted,, it!- 
lhffu*h ihomstiii of pmiplt have beta 

Cfuisb&nifd 

Thvti Atinn«std ctnLt ”csrifMasd“ to 
k tiling Jscoti, but wrnr fetmd to be 
lyinj, Grain sold. “ 

’1 don't krmw if they WaTjUri a Lien- 

lion or whal their motive! were. We 


Awareness rf chUti pbd-jrtigr.a has 
inaeaaed dreufllicatly, GraiTl said. 

ThewholepublitandwpKJkUrpw^ 
ecis uo more vrue that P^opV like 
Uilj Are out there.’’ (jrkftl Ulid he 
plumed la tnercjLH cafcLyccuettlnn Ln 
the othook sa a mulu 

Tips are fewer 

Cslli lo the Jacob Wetlerllnp; Ta^k 
Force art deetcap-ingt, Gro(Tt Mil 
At nhe Lime, there were 30 totfr 

phone* In task force headquarters in 


Jtfm'n giwonity sr-*tv*> help *sirihrt|j ,VI ”™ , ‘* L *“T,*^ 

5Jii^^S^SIrecwitlvr^ezaii '" ^ 31i ^ IW *n bfVwMlo 

htd GW w wiiji m injtoaas com 1 

£*n r^l SlL 'jp u «- T* 1 * TMI^SS ol Itw Heeler a?Jnfl kt«/ 

k - * k h« «rtain about im d«aJk, 1 

Ing n an Avon molel»quosttoned. jpe<J ^ [t ^ wg^trUpd 

■Oct 24. An FBI aKpedln psychonocal turns. ’ ' 

piH 4ai fliei in iron Wuhintf (A, D.C„ lo t* i, p^tiy md Jeny WcOerknB ap- 
loirj (tout i414 her IrHClUpel OH- pMf ^ ^c - * ^Good Marring An>trica H 

■ Oct 25- Auitoi iLks i Mtive rv «1 bps 
fttfi r sr<di red car had Dwtn seen In St 
Jg-igph (Jurlin Lhe pfl-^L three *'. h ek5: Db- 


n Hov. 11+ The xmtfSwK&lji 
KfSMca c 

l‘-i r j batches are rtleasefl. !>>* 0 
v«ho kpoka oK Iha ticid^u in IhE 
tnphTcfnTlxirnb dare Oft Wov, S. 
othur o> aroansinT'etted m trying I 

jNcwfihahtoftboy.-- 

tTMoy. I* "R>Sr raprt shfiict 
ercte rrof* Eton 300 ups. A Si- 


5« rve rs betcutM Lhfl fliiw m a whko. w4h. ja, ih, G £a B fth | L -nd. 


We«5lon pr^a«»- eiBi*flno«tnwwoupj.Aiir 

J St, Cloud 51515 UiitwreitySloduntS begin menial pAJ^nt *i:BpCd irora 
r^l^iffyeiirwomban^alotoherfrlpfliowy Seoidly Htvipitsd 11 year* ago 


put large teams of Investigator* on the basement of the Lav? Enforcerotnt 
them right away, but they were ruled Center Id SU Cloud. Now only about 


ouL" 

One of the men waa placed In ■ man* 

Cal i m * j Cl t>L f m ill . ----, 

' InTUtigiLors today are focusing 
tJteir EiiTnrte'oi a bundful of men u+o 

.^1 n,y i* pra !r b? I n g iU*p«tA 

Authorities have their h*m» end 
know where itKy are- but will provide 
few d*: tails. 

ALkJistar.e ht* bwnapoteiLliBi 


half that are needed. Grain aaid, 

”1 don’t think people are loaing Irter- 


investtgatart now itaU the phcutiilirt^ortjipcsmihii'. 


(jArfy hair, fifitiii mki 2Cl lo about 30, end 
v-ng'iing Irpm It’j 1C IDO pounfii- Atom 
two tftjEji rWJ cars to ir.Q uee era iav^U- 
gated. 

An FBI psychological picrfilo do scribes 
the abdudof acwtsie mala, ago 25 lo 35, 
employed h a low-skilled fob with a low 
celi-knage piobably clemming from a 
phyiicsl dflformrty such as acne or scare. 

. About G0u people gainer In Si. Joseph 
I Church to may ftrxl ofler strer^lh lo Iho 


II AnH'iDnwJB mavs maSmg oi H-ert t rn- 
nb-jnsed. VofunCeon are sough! — *r»d 

j A befieiR iance ana mm ai ismin 
Bonroom raises more than 520,000. 
(■Nov.3. The Richmond Uons Cluboher* 
a;$100,000 reward lor Jacob* sale re- 

iiBi. 

lAlCrl*! pi 100 SUlpCtlshavo been ques- 
ivred sto ei.mmEieii. / 


from abc-'it T JO a,m. le lei* e^tiiLcLff. | ■ s£}£ly 2 E> /y 11;3 0| L m.. c t™i30nofws 
OvemifibL palKs nlipJtchrra pic* up ^ uyuihcm Minncwiaeowiv 

thtcaHa, - Dei ionn a vcfuniaer pona atol to-^ln. 

With few t.r lends U WIdw up, r.'me a (a.ichlr>o orvj ntlo r-asi ol Si, JO&osih, 
MtnneipaUi FBI ORenL* Mve l-ctrt Abdul So -allicers. including 20 FBI 

rcaiilrned. "gwtrvorujileer»itie need- npnnrs, cwfrut tilling thiough hunched* 


TM^ji i?r 
' A twrtXri 


ound wreh li conduglEd 


Cowed to be dcsse in flge and 
ance lo efuj o( tbo: keichn. 

Apotto Hmh School sludents d i 
tree la Jacob, 

* Ncrv. 15, f Ej i repwii thei ihe m 
Heist is "em ofl hundreds" oi i>eap 
tquphi In questioning and Is n*i 
suspect, 

Jacob's eU>ry It fearured on "£ i 

inmaics imm SiMt^dter diy-sw 
shirts — bearing Jioob'i piui, 
phonenumbe r aio t tn with i-pi —* 


A beneiK, wabft and dance la hea at cash tor the tamPy. 


Sauk Rapids American Legist! end !aVw ■ 
iiO.COO. 

,|A rt OAgl-wl iong, Wiitrin byOoug Wood 
olSirten, tided Macon'i Hope% k rertrd- 


40 ;jy ttwi local mjjltivis and two T«wn Jircob"ttr*iiE- 


Mora than 'CO children iron 
K&u--, r *» end Kiddit Kaic dby -C 
14 rt i*)M il .500 JdT ir t"Fir?'nls1i: 
o 1 foe by o a tkJpal:np =n the 


pttt tor fl'haul e rfrn riLh, Ltt 0 tm H e"n. ™ialiwwl Fewer wUmirert M( need- eordloirt sUvng Ihipugh huto-sd* 

IrebflL etsiitatit Btaami Geyaly aher- - +., u that lUe ihi A gfftipiflf ftoonjonoua Twin-CiLitre Ukri- 

itt t v ... Jtf Si'-w^WoifiVSJdi! ' 19 » rw ^ r * nliflri SlW ' C0 ° 

One liK-ki tottHftrhnUk* a J^tcicrt of iw, ^re.L. imid. w» ve [,oUa n paccf* sale reium wHirin 72 hour*. 


JCMU'e ilwy npfKart w "A Cuner.i M- 
at^, a rwliwally tynekeefed tetevis'iwi pro- 1 
pem. 

While ribbons. v*)h l^e mesMotr. 
'iUcob't Hope" printed on Uwm are gre- 
fibuled av tofrmoniiy vofjnltfri. 

* Oct 27, Ani^vliiea isnrisi 11^ 


Qftf I in i. 1 ^jrtHfwh at \iy*: 3 . llfitLCJi of Pin,’ C ri.lt raid. Yi e ve [pjlr W e El | aC £b b t | 4 |q relum wHlMn 72 hwlri. 

■rt older man who hu seen ertlng au- ether Ihunji. , , Jttotfb* *lwy Bpf»an w "A Cunent Aid 

fftlcioujly staSt-JneejihTom Thumb At ih( hti^h. cl Lh& L.ivw.i&aUM, tEi^,nrta|pon a i^lynetiM'rdTetowsdnpro^ 1 
.to ,l,«b wiud Ult « lnvMli E .l«. «frVH run. „ m 

h! - «*•■»* K “ ,reb * aui&#RiSsr" a*s« 

■ ^<a , sMrsri-«* 

■ ^‘ hc ■" u 1 pn “ t vns 

■■■ Top moil mint a Irena lead am* uaLti each day to 0**^ Kjifrvfl lor posSSe iktEch eccnes, and 

’ tareabgttm round a sure link Tutiretgire ere vtM far the aimmrA_ —- 

. btiween Uie ki doarpi na and sexual at> * there h- 

f 4Bull of 11!-year-eld Cold Spring toy Whal ROW? 

H and JiTflb'i ■hducLi&n. A Jnti5M FemlUta eumttiirtee hire privet* ip- 
iXeUth rd the rain in Aat case la be^g ^cjiicBtore a* »li« are pulled olf ■ 

Entiled e nr rid tl'.e dWntxJ hjr volurt- 

[wKra QlUitFrlericlflorJ e^boCTice LnEC lh( dTort la uaelew In alxin«r 

| ,' Jsstph. aMuctloni, laid David Cal Una, head of 

' Some bon bTHs tba Kevlfi CalliM Fnimflalton, 

’ Atthatoh (he Jaeub WeWus t T«k Wtthaut * mm « S«^ 

. ; Fera » far hu failed to find the nt> autnbertotreeli ilown. pnvaLeipvsiy* 

L ducted toy h Lheir w erk haan-ibte a eom- gs tore «n ^d Hu t to a polite *n v«rt- 

plttoly fmUleat. G raM mu d. 1n “ ' 6 |^', , , - 

^, Be pcJttlato the toik km* OHMiva Callto hu worked an wverel««« - 
' ■ Mtatuire part e n sai elT* ndar* lu hTto- ihre»£h bk found alien. n arawl tdtor 
' i ntioU, which fan* b«n used by fiiher hiaaini 1 whQi*aaabdaslx!dir,C*nfom a 
\ IftT* enfortjftneFii nadirs to the rtatt ' jilmoiL sa yjan ago at age 
I tt oaulti w up-lo-Etoto lufo nnatfon tip h* 1 no 1 1 been to nnd, . 

L-:IS olxiut 5,W0 bien to Minn*Ht* -both There still are two nwudi baing & 
iF, In artd but nf ptl«n - wtw hnvn ttta- foEtd In wnnrcUGn with the ag- 
^mill*ds« Crimea. r CnmeiUipjsn 

& H,BK|»rt la prebably (Ft mmtemv ^■ lfy et T° 1 

V Preher^vo and u^l^ata cn Tw,t. afil, ^tS^SSt Sy 

-‘ : oObiden En &S Itoto and Will be w AnnfterltMM , rll i5*^ y 

J+ " tovaliisWe In fom™ tore*||Estiuna, whu an idewUTy the tbduclnr 
‘1 *«d Al Girbet. .(p^rririoE FBI if eld Wrt lw *«■ b»™ 

at, thr tub fart® liniiad vinJue, uid JuU* C»rt«’|bt 1 ■ 

' I- A ecpj may U turr-ed o «r to tb< iMiia TtSaUajn - 

- itoto Euntau of Cr3m!h*l AppreW UanuiCsuterforMruing aitdcTplrrited 
* ile-, hr- ui+L CWlSrtft, . t 

1 ; r- Abwt Id airuia have replied frera Cariwi E ht*aid ] 

A lnfonuLiH> to Gthsr Jaw tov^hj^tori to a ItiiaStofi child Of BO- 


Q'L'krH’ Hudo musto'arts, 

■ ■ Nev.A+Rwirtv 5.003 poorf* kfl k b+l'ids. 
(ormlrtEifl cftSiD irwrvSt Jestjsrtifl St. Clard 
rii wJvdJ t f H.hJv^d 

^ Aakc«C. r 'flfsi,&r ( . teTgsmobjHfordvaJlts 
roi-3 D.A&CS. This ve'i was bflirertd to have 
been used in &n aariip abdu Elion aprmpi; 


The RkdvFAto lions Out? re 
t lOg.OOO empires Ait^Snlgh;, 

* Hcv, 1«. KXiS-Ffd Ifl St Cf 
WLOt-F M In M^oapdis kegioaS 
radio iHtifiofl: to reke mOf>ey >!> 
tfaidrerv 

■ Nov. 17. The ra^o lelarncei! 
more lhan sto.coo lo &* d^mo 


kttpHjnitoR n, some mv-£ppn»i* wuj - ■— *'■ j 

KErSTKS h »+S: 


of work there Is. 

Whal row? 

FamEUta Rmeiitnea Hire private in- 
vuligitore ai polkfl are pulled du * 

CUB, 

fiat the effort li useleu to ilrenur 
abdodJani, iuld Divld Cabins, head of 
the Kevin Ccllinf Fcniniarian. 

WiUhkJkl- n name or Soiial Sr^irity 
number to ire tk fiown. privito Envt'U* 
gstore can n^d llult ton pulkt invent- 
igfcltor.Gfrlllns it Id. 

CnlLini hei worked on MVEreJ cafe?« 
Uinugb bis found ilion, noreed aflar 
hS*BOft+wtlQ , iiraialrdacb=il ir, CAUfornia 
*atlHit all yean ago at age Id, KffVlh 
hu not b«n round. 

There still nre two rewards being «■ 

. fe E*d I n conrtrcEjG n with Lhr caae. 
CrimeiUippari Is oUtrtog 5W,oo<5 
for lbs safe return vf Jacob, tale Ken 
L Twi I, ■ Ft, Jaieph cnttovuuiky orgsa 11* 

f cr. Another JID.uMisaEfored to ti.ycae 

whu can Idenlifj the, abductor, 
i Butrewarde, even Urge ontj, nave 


■jJ a l rk vew^ffiD _ ___ _ more man xv.uju ip tw uunnui 

■ liovVArhaASw*wrmarJjbcxi.ruidc twranIhflJacobWatte^ibgFund,i 
by Girl Scout tenders, b ivralcd tn Ihfl Crilm{ Fousdattfn ‘itl CahittniE a 
FtockvniiG vrAia itmet, BHw< # Virings Innpwto’rgnr.■ 'ra^^iUa, 
poma ol tofl MeLrodome, e irbm« hi paid AtfetswowsenuinTi qi aesi 
fo Jacob, " IrtWWQOtmDladatKfcrclirfulJlHa' 

Tbo van s^.eich Qei^raiea a heavy bepyin flotem, Ws, ^ reKwed- 
straoranr lips, berk Inciowt a Ctehevw la t* n 








eaoaucuon 


^nronciogy or 

81 days of searching, waiting 

I - -, ImK'i " 


Siting cMM osl^ 
wi>h leponad tea' Ja i-ofc *n inJ InS. Jfr 
MpfL Fill ag-enis qiitkN 

"W* V.*4.tAtfu Un-l a!5 end a 

Mndiflt-a M vicH rv*J at U*e jit. 

■ ttov. -ft*, Si* Bureau &i Ca^miwd Ap- 
pTBhtfraionap«rK> and IWa FBI ora 
lAFOAOH ijifi cue. 

A lOftiF-dd 0 -il raporls Ibrt sha ca* a 
tuTV tMil Vscfcad hue Jnco& ^ s Sir <Jr*.*ng 
rreu fled WVnfl- Aj'jv:r;1>. hr* tevftHl&fll- 

"mg. 

■ Nov. 21, The escaped mental patient 
Is ruled out as« posable suspect because 
flUthoTtiles discovered that the man Med 
nimse n live years ago. 

a Npy, 22 .CV shed near Red Wing is 
. icwnd-lo have been two burners and is not 
vlinfrctJ Ip Jacob.. 

Mov. B- r-tn agents w&dttQ bread ifvtfl 


n*ayhavflt»enihou?h|cu5ptc^t?yie^ Where tO Call With tlpSI*. ^ 
dents. " ; *■'. v 

Jiny wo patty WsLioiimO "PP^ 3 w w Anyone with - biforniaUon about 
^ciiS itJ-a timing. JiiD&b Wtfttaittxj 1 * aWBefcon U Cited 

uunpflt fit 255^931 « TrtCOUnfe 
[tnwStOfipan ill40fr255>lWJ. 
Cens™ io Trt-Couniy Crfm# $toj*, 


5™SKSSBS&WgB wastes 

'■ ^oid^cost.AsiaioheWat ^'SVSjSdVaWirtTj^^ 

iptk 1 oi iarusssa*- «* 

i OTnmand po$l at membcu. BO Oepj.rimeRL □< HaliGwl Re- 13, {3M-abduction Ora GoW i 

t» Cflt-Win BA* ,T ssjjicbs voti^wr*, M siwsrUfi dswfloi boy* Sc* sXetch iT left, ■ r, ^V-nHFV 

tom to £L Joseph. ani'ocsebat* andtA^fftl member cl Muv —__^_ ^ 

Mnittit’d 3* (n.'nllTO! nttiffU &Bar(ii end FtciC^e " j ,nr*v 4 ii« rthawtna cl 1 n su&r 

air and o»Du«t / Ujfl B1 mdrt s-ound ffw / * Nov. i. A comcxrs«fl cw*ing^ ■ w& . m MdJV B , aBSrplB ^uva tfana wev 

ue*rtfi« «» caUed ii'«v^u r o ttvrthafeopLtiri con- pets ismks^.TJvsrn^vrtut 3 Iju^jed tFPttfiotm:o^trecause invrui- 

pit imt.i dfljjbrc^- ,j,j,j ft n, «Li *Mrti\ A wnne wc? 1 , «o , i ** 11 5 *rwtr* /u src ^ b* 5 «vi on may be ina 

swreb rmtfnw 1 1 a f-awthound W1 uriable lc, t»!erc iMaMucWft lKev . 

amund a aim vn^ eJHc«* Ircm vm,Dhs pa J: ^nt (u«wf ihdn a neotby wad. to be hi H* Kh, &,]gP l-anirj« 

meritm «Jiumiflspuiteiesing e^tarrnta a^ar* Cife^iaatcn-fli^'*^*L-Wpscnus H>t\\ wl-Wf 5r;B ^ \rood be 

vd^civsloLhevrKHiand I'.aldsjnfn^j, ^500 tiringlng lAe Wil ic^aidl I™ a n 0 < ^ rJ ^C *‘ 3rt ; w . H D ot D 

’□ (bi -1 ru,? raorui o w> cbducww, ««* be*- " i,« oS ) * (>=«*!» sigtiiino Jn n - o.. *' J t How 

cufitfic (iv over t iS-mLtiye-frtic arte. A L 3| s » n d Paufs MMtfla l Jk** fid hi j abdtjciar H'JJJJJJ- r £j fl W^ri 

irom Mi W&k »tnwghi 5" J^JL, d ' ta 'JJ f n n u w^icipii Span \fl u tforiU i d v 7 fas liflna i 

I «T Cc ^(^r^%SW 100 Nei^cneJ Guard rrw?i3 

ssssfflissr' S£“"f ^ 

ed t?BfuQtxwt the d^F wih torn 7-30 afd 10 p.m., nJiioi bioekt sie^ duEpea and tvi trnt com pc-v e ■ p,^,^ 

i>* pHeiisrg tiaip. Ejf uo p.m. ’'^iss^ ,■ irF ' ioL uS j^nph and nei'tj 1 ? t 000 ! 6e»d s^ ■'*“&* c*w- . u™^, - P*c 

{ten sre (n:m ed wd diswibui«t. Phsioi -J *| CI ^ s ,, B ^ppea and ^ Bo of^ “» 

ii u sem is t.i Lart antacemuni aginties T. ^ opgnibg frMftflb* 1 * l ? hm<! <* ? C| * qQt !^L 

*t|riift Ii?p-£l4l# and the s&fl'di | At 11 0.71 „ (ha itOC.OM Tdwprd e aiOits- thJin 3&!otBigave ths VJ<eS«I ng .. J 'Jaootl'S 

hf;«jqoartm3 mthfM 10 1 na ot l^o ^ ^ Uc3 hen^fci-s 4ng ^l^ * **. - ■ Dw 

Aj 4 p.iTi.. abo^ 7£ CellEps ol Sl Bern ^ k n#-t to a w+i^o eardLirvtfiO • vouna Isdol Jacob WalWh'D- The V 

cejiei icudfltiiE iMiiT a pwir mij^v rr«ft man C S' t J ^ i , ^ |ijng 3£atpKv An unByrhoiized tFetcn c. a tomw «,*- wj[) ^ n t 
she ccJiflgc i& CH 1 Win SsfircKm. 1 Vi rmtes . , s £ naaf hkiot. a ped i^lts tJiculaong. * 

sway. Tt« floors liter. &boui_?50 pMp'* ^ dr ^ a w ^ 0 cjf It pitied In Eden Tdsil el Up* received si ler me e t«w 

h3Ua5ic^4irr^httiMnil , A£LCeo5SOdSt. p fjl ri c but \i ruled wA &i th*it«n wenliy __, . . t .L U lr $£.—i 

idho'e Lrivaralfy stucfBFiS& tic Ip dlsUftuta j 1 . , s > ■ Nov. 1T, Ww 

II 1513 Irj suqfc^ding ipvmL- - g ^1 lT(fll 1,y an pn-white UiTia«^CP!^£t^ , rmr w^7wti ftt 

i LrtvtsHgiUSfS ehtCJ^ on tecfir'.ly ic>P&iE d L* th Tnoc . a i rij ar mi hdteups con. / a HflV, 1 £T«Srr&r6 &jJ5.pect COm.’OV Vv *3 £p 

a. CtFUC iitsrrT^tDfy lOIIWOs vAra hoCf ^l^a? ol Uw Hfc^!CW iitvifl 1 *Ib/ JIU bVelche* S'O rfiluaMd. 6ne fit 6 m*A 

beenconvicleti oi j«cr» Awiiuay. S J f «* ^ ^ Sr-ctd^d in iha &L Jol 

log In &n Avon mwe] h ouMtirnd. 1 , R ; d q ^isi visits the wehs irnA w.nh fom Thumb atore a! 

■ Ocl. 24. An FBI expert in csyciwlc*lcN \ tW* r gE L a .f T ? J1 y "?^ * ' ! ^ ^ ^ ~tThF 

' proves flies !n (mm WashhBUtm. DC- w ;■ Hov. 1, Petty and Jerry Wetieriingar^ <Jtr ’ new tip 

_._ _ _ ___ y- [otn about 14 otn<T inv^^i^v ^ 0 r on ABC’s £ Good Morning Ameoca" 7^- ^ V,-' S * °* 

nerH.»l- pla-tieJlsIncre^^ty^iKaiieniEi M0cl25.Wj[n«5mefilvesCTejalii|i Revision program. ffi-M5S«£fa£dtarifiF«tff- P* 0 ^ 

h»«b« n Iheschool,UBT«nlL IS-C^«»W^*S*g^ sS?KS» V ^ "SS 
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uSitj&iSoSSSt^ ^sra^ , s?sssr^ a ^ 
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; R abne on iht butmtnl ej the U * Enfar«m f n tfw &triir!dC4 a9 J?| f male, eg b «ic 3t P^cnwKi ki«E dvuoisera *cvghl o# ■« lE 001 A P™ tnda 1 

were ruted C«rtEr Eh SL Ctom3. Pc* emj sbsul e<ndm«J in * tcw-?Juii«J iob wilh e n?w p 1 -jioo,nX) nvwgtd tor ,i&eatj'e wie stwtni 

hsirth^wen^^Cr^Wi prbtabty £le™funQ Horn > K 3H3 T- ™ i, 

A Eh e meo- Td&n'ilhlnirwjile wtlosini inter- pnwical carDmity fdGlkuscrnv wt tAnn^' oi i Mtus-pee'-s **n ^ *“ * 

—V 1 t>,ln.v ih»T Uni iV.rh Wnve.anY^ ijpru: KM P«F Jf D BL, ^* r ,n ^ J&S?ph nxn5flfindehmiruUdtf s t? rt5 J .rL-S2?J L r'V-.V^nthi'r * — sod^&C jO P 3 '* 11 

e Wuiins mnf w 1 ct^ch (o proy end oNor stienfltJi ic tfse |a :=u; ground m srch It condiXied ; 

ff men who lnveatl|st«» how staff the phones [weBerfiixs mnMy. U beneld auction and danc® Is bald si cash tot the tamjty. _ t!ul __ ,_ v -^ Atn ■ & 

names sod Overolatl, polm dwpatt.itn prcV up (,„ B) 1 ^ Er« soulho m itmc^ two- miVtn bsl Doug Wood r™?sll.s»lorihcTflenditoh*5g 

■•e* ^ro,b. u> . ^ JSaBS^ifeM ^gg Jgg 

vicntiolava- Mlnmopolli FBI null Bn™ ^ ^tafl so oftw. ircorfrio so fbi s,?j, ™wSt“ 4 ^Tha fsowwmd Uom Cruh mu ot JJ* 

uStatte ™i S h t dT=*or.otooVHn*«i'^-^s T c 0 „L™. t . !l n OU ,r.H.,.nurt,«, ^^ swl s mm^ lnd Sift, 

lounlyetier- . MIt ^u,i, u Ihollife goo* ' i’trooK oncfT^nojiSwriCain kbI- V/LOL-FMSiMinntopolisbogina27'Aheur 

?o« ?Sfe*!iaris -K 

a, noswww tween 10 and 20 each day- . Jacobs HopsT ponied an ihernnedia, 

-«*« ^^Ksasases Trsrasasap 1 *.^ 

rrtd a pnme OubSMidliceytt- f tr * tt^*i «M!»J ^ car. 

ni5aiBCD thecMe,o*EwruioP^ ^ ^ sluc= ^ ^ ^ ^ ih n BrEJ . 
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1 a-year-old t»y In Co Id Sp ring. The 
tha abduction d Jacob WtiJioillfg 
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Dece mber 2 1, 1989 

Steam’s County Sheriff 
releases sketch of abductor 


similarities between the two incidents J 
lead die investigators to believe that the 
Jan. 13 abduction and the Oct. 22 ^ 
abduction of Jacob Wetterlmg arc;;; 
connected .* ■ 

He is described as a white maie^p; 
approximately 5*8”, with husky; 
shoulders, 40-50 years of age/and has a" ^ 
lo w-p i LC hed rasp y voic e. - :r; ■ J; 

,V -If anyone has any information^? 
concerning die identity of this person*.^ 
'please call the Steams County sheriffs^ 
Office at (612) 259-3981 or ToU F^gg 
"Crime Stoppers 1-800-255-1301* " Vi®! 


„ The burglary of a residence nonh-of_ 
,Gbverdule was reported Dec, 11, About. 
.$25 in change was taken. Entry to the 
'residence was made by breaking the’ 
picture window. L \ \ 

The burglary of a residence east of 
Beroun was reported Dec. 12. Taken, 
were a radio r a VCR, 45 VCR tapes,. 
and jewelry. The. burglary had taken 
" place same time during die" day, and was 
-reported at 3:53 p.rru ■■ -r ■■> - 
VIhe';burglary of a residence west or 
' Askov'.wsts reported Dec. : 12 ,at'5'13 

P' m ^. -V . ^ J' 


- / Stearns County ^Sheriffs 

\ ^ > - J - ' .—-X tw ■ -* + 

:‘*j > fi Department 
. St, Cloud 
Dec! 14 " ^ 

. r Ou Jan. 14 at approximately 9:45 
p.m„ a 12-year-old boy was abducted by 
'a man who said he had a gun. The boy 
was walking home' from ice skating in 
Cold Spring. The vehicle used in this 
-abduction is described as a new or near 
new, four door, dark blue car, similar to 
a Chevrolet Celebrity, This boy was 
sexually assaulted, and then he was 
pushed from' the car and into a ditch, in 
ruraTSieams County, - 1 

► The sheriffs department is concerned 
for ihe safety of the 12-year-old boy and 
his family. The department must also 
respect their requested right to privacy. 
For these reasons no. other details of the 
Jan, 13 abduction can be discussed. The 
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Grand jury calls kidnapping | 
informant a ‘pathetic witness’' 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 

A - DES MOINES 
o informant who has provided 
.information on the 1982 abduction 
of an Iowa newspaper carrier 
; claims to have multiple personal!- 
i ties and has been called a "pathet¬ 
ic witness", by a Nebraska grand 
jury, a newspaper reported, 

'l Butj.the 'parents * of missing 
newsboy Johnny Gosch say the. in¬ 
formant's claims are credible and 
that he has information about de¬ 
tails of the case that'were never 
..made public. * _ 

Gosch'was. delivering the Des 
Moines Sunday 1 Register when he 
disappeared near his West Des 


Moines home on Sept. 5, 1982. He,) 
was 12 at the time, . x 

Local, state and federal tavesti-" 
gators have been unable to find/i 
turn or a Des Moines newspaper--; 
carrier/ Eugene Martin, who wa k-j 
13 when he disappeared while dev 
Uvering, the Sunday Register tat 
1984. Last week, Gosch’s mother/ 
Noreen, said information gathered 
by private investigator Roy Ste- 
- pfrens of Omaha, Neb,, indicates a 
child^es ring of four men carried 
out the abduction of her son. k \ 

; Gosch said Stephens told her the 
same men may also be Involved in? 
other abductions, including Mar- J ^ 
tin's and the October 1989 kidnap^ 

. ping of Jacob Wetterltag in St/ 
Joseph, Minn. 

The Register reported Sunday 
that the informant who came for¬ 
ward with the information is Paul 
Bonacci, 23, an inmate in the Ne¬ 
braska State Penitentiary, serving 
a sentence for three separate con¬ 
victions of sexually abusing a mi- ! 
nor" 

In a recent investigation, into 
the collapse of the Franklin Com¬ 
munity Federal Credit Union at 
Omaha, Bonacci testified of drug 
use, sex and violence to investiga¬ 
tors and a grand jury, the newspa¬ 
per reported. 

But the grand jury rejected the 
stories and said Bonacci “wasper- 
haps the most pathetic witness to 
appear," the report said. It said 
Bonacci claimed in the investiga¬ 
tion he had at least 28 personali¬ 
ties and that the grand jury said 
“his psychiatrist doubts that he 
can tell the truth." 
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Most Wfalta? 


cased in Deaths 


, -By ROBERT HANtEY ' ’ 

|> MyV BpecIaKoTheNewYorkTImtt 

^ROCHESTER, J&n; 5 — A convibiedl cause of his criminal record, officiate 
Ml£r of two children was accused to- said. He was extending weekly group 
day d! killing 11 Vfpn^n, hiost of them counseling sessions at a mental health 
prostitutes, in * series of attacks'tliat center and seeing his parole officer 
beg&n hei^e in March 19B&, a year after twice a month, said Edward Elwjn, ex* 
hi$ release from prison for the earlier ecutlve director of the State Division of 
payings, * ■ Parole. 

rfif coStotSw th°«Se srmiof the Todsy ,he police sa,d Mr ‘ Sh'awcross 

^Ar£r hfiti Come 10 lhr0U6h a 

h&J Bolted a series of slayings that has < „ Continued on Page28 t Column J , 
,bed§Wted iRW-efrforoem'etu authorities'^ ( t : 

|e$Tand throughout Monroe Cophiy. 1 
•“But they stressed that the bodies of 
It Womeft h&^beenjtpupjMohg the 
Ocneeee River and elsewhere-ip the 
county .and f .tha.i < r A Sttftwcrosf -W 
been accused in only H deaths^ho po¬ 
lice 4iave;ihatata!ned dmi thpre m& 
foreman pnekfiier.Y ^ 

JWeekiyCeiihsdln.gSefsIonB 

very bonfldeht ; W^havo J &1<ihc 
evidence necessary'to see that this 


a™ . 


tm .Is euc 


concluded,’;. *3 WJ 


-the Rochester Police Chief, Gordon F, 
'Urlaclier. "He did give us a statement. 
' After'talklng'to^Im.'we'dld firi'd Edi¬ 
tion el ladies,... , /t . .. 

' .Mr. Shaweross-confeBsed-irt 107i to 
Etrongllng an 8-year-old girl and a 10- 
year-old bdy' ln hlshoMtf WU Water- 


yesr-oia noy, in ms noMlpwn, water- 
aifd served iWe^rSof’a'Sy 
y$ar sentence dor fnaneiaughter, *>ftl- 
9la)s said. Several fetpleisu Ton parole 
were rejected before'hle meleaselrdm 
tJje Green HaV^n statenrjgon in Dutch¬ 
ess Ccuhty in April 1987 t'’ i ' ; - i 1 ^ 

. He arrived In Rochester', a few 
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This photo of Jacob was being 
developed when he disappeared. 

"1 donl wBBj fa feel 'normal' ahout 

f 1 ™^ 3 .. 6 i ^ ,ead oi sJx « die 

Icmtily, says Patty- 
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n October 22 t 1989, 
Jacob Wettcrling, 

1 K w^5 abducted at 
gunpoint by a 
marked stranger. Kg 
n*iKn i been seen since. 

Jacob, his brother Trevor, 

ID, and their friend Aaron Lar¬ 
son were riding their bikes 
when the gunman stopped 
them on a dark winding din 
road only 800 yards from The 
Wetter!mg's driveway. At rim 
the boys thought it was an old¬ 
er kid playing a prank. Aaron 
laughed. "Then the man «an- 
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"The guys on the task force 
really help keep us focused/’ 
says Patty—despite the fact 
that at first these supportive 
lawmen directed their gmeling 
questions toward Jerry. 

Right after the kidnapping, 
Patty and Jerry appeared on lo- 


husband. *‘Jerry, they want to 
talk to you/* 

Jeny Wetterling hadn’t for¬ 
gotten what it was like to be an 
“almost teenage” boy, and it 
wasn’t quite dark. “You can 
go,” he told them, “(f you 
wear reflector vests and cany a 
flashlight/’ 

“When we got the call at 


Right ^after the kidnapping, 

cal and national television. 
Something about Jerry's cool 
demeanor bothered viewers. 
Anonymous phone tips began 
fingering him as a suspect. 

'People were annoyed that 
Jerry didn’t.fail apart on TV,” 
says Patty, ‘'Them were more 
than fifty calls saying, 'Take a 
closer took at that guy/” 

The calls resulted in endless 
interrogation of the Wetter- 
lings. ‘T was asked if our sex 
life was normal, if Jeny had 
ever had a homosexual: rela¬ 
tionship, or if someone had 


our friend’s house after Jacob 
was taken/ 1 Party remembers, 

l a. ... 4i !■ w . * 


“the first words out of my 
mouEh were, ‘Who said they 
could go to the store?’ I don’t 
know why I said that. It cer¬ 
tainly wasn’t Jerry's fault. He 
did and said everything he 
could have ; We were worried 
about the kids getting hit by a 
passing car—not being kid- 
napped L But you want to blame 
someone.” . 

In the II long months since 
then, she’s found release for 
her anger only in the relentless 
search for Jacob. “We have to 
'go. forward. r not backward," 
she says' em'pha ties Hy,'•> v “ 
-'jVfavj do you "go forward 
■when your child ' is 'missing? 

P f-i •* D^l f 1 *-. f 9 fc, j*. r. T i 


-wanted a relationship with Mm 
that he *d refused. Had he ever 
had an affair with another 
woman whose husband had 
found out? The questions made 
me consider things Td 


me uonsjoer tnmgs i d never 
even thought of before. By the 
time they were finished I felt 
Completely abnormal. But it 
was worse For Jerry/’ 

From the beginning the au¬ 
thorities believed Jeny was in¬ 
nocent, but once accusations 
were made, they had no choice 
but to disprove them. - 
Jerry’s tall and lanky, with a 
deep dimple in his chin, a 
warm smile and a solid hand¬ 
shake. His oversized glasses 
give him a studious appear¬ 
ance. making him seem reti¬ 
cent. even a little distant. But 
sit with him for five minutes 
and the anguish hidden be¬ 
neath his button-down reserve 
steals across the room and into 
your gut like something alive. 

“Snatching a kid in the dark 
at gunpoint—it doesn’t get 
ConHnued on next pugg j> 


time they were finished I felt 


ed to talk, says Trevor, 
we knew it wasn’t a joke 


looked back, we saw the man 
grab him by the arm/ 3 When 
Ihcy (coked again, Jacob and 


The gunman made the three 
of them He face down in a 
nearby ditch. “How old are 
you?” he asked Trevor Ap¬ 
parently he was too young. 
“Run into the woods and don't 
look back or l T il shoot you/' 


his abductor had vanished, 

Patty Wetterling. Jacob's 
morn, looks younger than her 
40 years. At first glance there’s 
no sign of the stress and grief, 
tliough in unguarded moments 


the man barked. Then he 
turned Aaron over, looked into 
his face and ordered him to do 
the same. 

We thought Jacob was run¬ 
ning along with us/’ says Tre- 

- - _ 1 if ■ * 


on the case with only five days 
off since last October. “He's 
either not in the area, or hc*s 
locked up. 1 think he’s a fright¬ 
ened little boy right now. I 
have no reason to believe he's 
not alive/’ 


nails are bitten to the quick. 

The night it all happened, 
the Wcfterlings were at a 
friend's housewarming party. 
The kids called io u$k" permit 
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shouldn't steal kids.” 

and pretty 
with her father’s quiet manner; 
copes with the endless waiting 
by staying involved in school 
activities; Carmen, 8 t too 
when this happened to 
cwnprehend: the full Impact, 
looks tor solace from her 
^aginary friends Abby, Abba 
and Worm. "Worm lives in 
,z S oh ' s footprints,". 


Volunteers help di 
Posters and follow 


On HariJi Dav^ 
v h SI, Joseph 
’ decorated a 

tree oj hope 
and life In 
Jacob's honor* 


giuuna noise we couldn’t teJl if 

B ]t WILS Jacob's voice. The FBI 

| 5yf rts e ^mined it and decide 
ea the call was a prank/* 

Jncob s siblings 

J he t r= « three other 
m the family.-and Patty and' 
Jetpr are fierce in their resolve' 
to let diem get on with life as 
much as possible. ’“We have ' 
wonderful .children '.who de~ 
Yearns and happiness' 
Md good things,” says Patty.’ 

- m 11UU S umg lo let whoever 
took Jacob rob them of that r 
won’t let it happen.” . - 

-However, minor incidents 
?. a " fesh pain,'making 
it difficult to go on with every- 
da yfamily activities! “I 
couiun t hear to watch Trevor 
p ay hpekey last year because 
tt reminded me of Jacob, He 
was [he team goalie. And we 
don't do all the things we used 
to—going bowling or other 
family sports." 

A fter school one day 
the children gather in 
the living room, sur¬ 
rounded by walls and 
with selves crammed 

with reminders.of their missin* 

ro her-an autographed f 00 [- 
bal! from the Vikings, a B ie- 
ture of the Berlin Wall spray- 
pa m ted with the now mtema- 
tionally recognized slogan 
Jacob s Hope"; a poster by 
children that savs “RnU ™,„ 


much 


outpouring 
of sorrow and 

love mingle 
during the 
town's prayer 
for Jacob, 


^ that Jacob will b/home 
when the thunder comes.” 

. The dense poplar and white 
S? n ^reoimtEng the house 

all and slender are die still, 
ieafiess trees, that as the storm 
^ hers power, one fears they 

2 R!v? picbi “ tfi 
Sr?; But * !fce the family they 
shelter, the trees bend and 

3 hancath . fury of the 
r d ’. Ehen , ns e again. When 
the sky dears and the sun 
emerges Patty kneels against 

«* couch: and 

1-T, /1 « CIt ement of a 
mid looks out the winH/vi,, 1 -r 


,u 7' at.;Patli. "I thought it 
rn-ght be Jacob," JerTy 

siwV' For the first time 

aft? f arted ' m y mind 
treked into that mode." 

, m A£ l Q P- m -. as they gathered 
around the TV with about 20 
fnemis, the Wetterlings heard, 

^°"f y 1 * rest of Minneso¬ 
ta, that the body had been de- 
capitated. 

The next 30 minutes were 
the longest they'd ever lived 
^rough. At 10:30 they finally 
Iea f ?* e< ? lt wasn T Jacob. ^ 
“ s been an emotional 
f?* ? ( r master/' admits Patty 
All those obvious and horri¬ 
fying images could drive me to 
despair. [ say, ’No!’ and push 
WW out of my mind. 

- E ve ry time the phone 
tmgs, you get your hopes up. 

£«**«* thought they 
had him! A man who applied for 

a job m Illinois said he was 
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by vigil 

Police track lead, 
family keeps hope 


By Laura Baenen 

Associated Press writer 


ST, JOSEPH, Minn, — A year 
after 11-year-old Jacob Wetterling 
was seized by a masked gunman, 
volunteers touched by the disappear¬ 
ance of the kidnapped boy are plan¬ 
ning a candlelight vigil and authori¬ 
ties are seeking to play down reports 
of a new suspect 

Stearns County Sheriff Charlie 
Grafft said the background of the 
newest suspect, a man seen in St. 
Joseph about three weeks ago, is 
being checked. 

The SL Cloud Times ; in a story 
published Saturday, quoted him as 
saying the suspect “look's pretty 
promising. This may be the man 
we’re looking for/’ But he said Sat¬ 
urday that he wasn’t sure he had 
made such optimistic comments and 
added, "it’s just another lead.” 

FBI spokesman Byron Gigler in 
Minneapolis said the man is among 
a handful of suspects the FBI still is 
Investigating. In all, he said, about 
2,000 people have been interviewed 
' about Jacob’s disappearance. 

Jacob’s mother, Patty Wetterling, 
also had a cautious outlook Satur¬ 
day, saying “I just have to look at it 
as just one more” lead. But about 
the sheriff’s reported comments, she 
said, “His spirits were up, for sure. 
It caught me off guard, too,” 

. Grafft would give few details of 
the suspect other than that he had a 
car with out-of-state plates and bad 
heen seen in this central Minnesota 
community of 2,200. 

Jacob disappeared a year ago 
Monday, snatched by a masked man 
with a gun who stopped him, Ms 
brother, Trevor, and a friend as they 
rode bikes home that evening along 
a deserted stretch of roadl The other 
boys say the'man. asked them their 
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Wetterlings at home; note pinned to teddy bear tells 
Jacob what to do if he shows up’and no one is home. 


ages, then told them to run into the 
woods or he would shoot 

As they fled, the hoys looked back 
and saw the man grab Jacob’s arm. 

Thousands of fliers distributed 
nationwide, and searches by hun¬ 
dreds of volunteers, National 
Guardsmen and federal, state and 
local law enforcement officers 
failed to turn up a trace. 

To mark the abduction’s anniver¬ 
sary, the volunteers who organized 
the Jacob Wetterling Foundation 
planned simultaneous candlelight 
prayer services Sunday night here 
and in a Minneapolis suburb. 

In an interview last week, Mrs. 
Wetterling said she and her husband, 
Jerry, became reluctant celebrities 
.in the hopes the national publicity 
might help bring Jacob back. 

“I think the thing that’s hard for 
me right now is that Jacob, has 

become symbolic of all missing chil¬ 
dren and we have become this goofy 
false celebrity,” Mrs. Wetterling 


"The bottom line is he is mv son. ” 
she said, pounding her lotchen table 
with her fist as she blinked back 
tears. “And it hurts. He’s not a sym¬ 
bol. He’s Jacob. He’s my son.” 

Since the abduction, children in St 
Joseph stopped wanting to go out 
after dark. 

“Not only had the abductor taken 
Jacob physically, but he stole some¬ 
thing from us,” said Gary Degeberg, 
chief financial officer of the Jacob 
Wetterling Foundation. “An irno- 
cence we once had no longer exists.” 


* 

The passage of time has weighed 
heavily on Mrs, Wetterling, 40, her 
husband, 42, and their children. * * 
Trevor, now 11, missed 43 days if 
school last year; He still spends 
nights in his parents’ bedroom on a 
foldout bed, unable to sleep in the 
bedroom he once shared with bis 
brother. Jacob’s sisters, Amy, 14, 
and Carmen, 9, also struggle for 
some normalcy. 

The family has endured wh'at 

authorities say are unfounded 
rumors that Weltering had his son 
abducted, a theory that Mrs. Wet¬ 
terling blames on suspicion of her 
husband's Baha'i religion combined 
with people’s need for a “reasonable 
explanation.” ; 

Passing the spot where Jacob was 
kidnapped has heen a daily hurdle. 

il We have to drive by that stupid 
spot anytime we want to go any¬ 
where,” Mrs. Wetterling said. “Cur 
choices are to stay in here for the 
rest of our lives-brto get over.it. 
You get over it and you move on/’ 
Jacob Wetterling Foundation has 
volunteers coordinating a nation¬ 
wide 'distribution of pasters bearing 
Jacob’s picture and is offering a 
$200,000 reward for his safe return. 
At least 3,000 people nationwide 
have contributed to the reward fund, 
Degeberg said. > 

Joseph Lewis, a high school coun¬ 
selor in Rancho Cucamonga, Calif., 
is one volunteer who puts up posters, 
speaks to church and civic group' 
aud wears a button with the \ 
picture and the words Ef Ja 
Hope.” . ' 





















verson was 


D-350 (Rev. 5-8-81) 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


T5y5a.m.,theFBIaaid,ljet*edoit, s ” 

Iverson said. 

- Jerry gave Iverson the. keys to his 
chiropractic office in downtown St Jo¬ 
seph. They wanted the home phone left 
open in case Jacob made a break and 
tried to call home. 

*7 picked up the phone in Jerry's of¬ 
fice and started calling, I called the tele¬ 
vision stations, newspapers, the TV 
networks, anybody I could think of. Ill 
bet Jerry had $15 or $20 m directory 
assistance charges that month, Fd get 
them on and Fd say, Tm Vem Iverson, 
I ve got a story for you and we need 
your help/ Td explain it to them, say 
Thank you very much, God bless you, 
goodbye. 1 Then, Fd make another call. I 
said a lot of‘God bless yous’ that day " 

ITOrm tm? it . i - ▼ 


^ r w iajiu uiiii uwj jjjtu a 

helicopter in the air heading to another 
story, and that they could divert it to St 
Joseph. Iverson said he would flag 
clown the helicopter at the intersection 
$f Stearns County Hoad 2 and Inter¬ 
state Highway 94, and lead it to the 
Wetterlmgg’ house. 
t =.dyersoD helped the WCCO crew set 
up interviews and, because crew mem¬ 
bers didn't have ground transportation, 

gave them rides to the sheriffs depart¬ 
ment mobile unit set up at the Del-Win 
Uallnxnn and to the abduction site to 
get film. 

i Iverson, an amateur pilot, rode with 
the WCCQ chopper pilot and photogra¬ 
pher to get aerial footage and to look 
around the area, to see if they coul d spot 
anything. ^ 

- 1 i, t ■ aF w j ' Ks. .i i 


work took toil 


Fifth of eight parts 

?By TOM LARSON 

y Tlm« Staff Wrttw 

V This spring, on the end of a q u i et c ul- 
sr de-sac, Vem Iverson stood in his beau¬ 
tiful, immaculate Elk Eiver home and 
thought he was going to die. 

j. ..Crushing pain radiated through his 
r chest, sweat flowed and he sucked hard 

V ifor hie breaths. 

| , He was a 42-year-old man having a 
j, beart attack, he thought, and as the 
t past six months flashed back in his 
i mmd, it wasn’t surprising. 

F.^ ;■ Pne Sunday night in October, he and 
& tee wife, Lea, were asleep when J udith 
I' Crawford, a friend in Duluth, called, 

L There was a problem concerning a 
h friend and fellow Bahai faithful in St. 
| Joseph, Jerry Wetterling. Jacob, the 
§: son of Wetterling and his wife, Patty, 
h iad been kidnapped. 

|, Iverson was shocked. Vem, Lea, and 
| their chEdren, Amelia, 10, and Louis, 6, 
|had seen the Wetterlings just two 
*• weeks earlier at the Green Lake Bahai 
| Conference in Wisconsin. Singer Red 
^Gra mm e r had been at the conference, 
|p' Vem remembered that Jacob 
■ bought a tape that featured Grammar’s 
pong, “Listen.” 

K About 1$00 to 1,500 Bahai faithful 
|«ve m Minnesota, and they are tight- 
Iverson said. In oversimplified 
^rma, their credo is service to man- 

| - Crawford's call came at 11:55 pjn. By 
^|2:05 a.m. ( Iverson was on the phone 
.fith Jerry; he was very calm, 
j 1*3 told him I was going to say prayers, 
: ; *md 1 began calling friends in the Twin 
^Cities. . : _- 

^"Suddenly, I knew I had to go, I had 
$histremendous urge, this sensation, to 
^getinthe car and drive up there, I got in 
^ little Honda Civic and I must have 


driven 85 miles an hour the whole w, 
up there. I could feel the car Hooting 
you know how when the wind actual 
begins lifting the car. It was dangerm 
but I just kept it going.” 

Just a month before Jacob’s abdu 
tiem, Iverson had seen areporton ABC 
20/20” news program about the own 
of a construction firm who mobilised 
massive search effort and media be 
rage after his 17-year-old daughter di 
appeared. 3 •• 

In the dark of his speeding car, “thi 
story came blasting through." 

He pulled into the Wetterlings’driv 

way at 1;37 a.m. and noticed one she 
iffa car parked there. Jerry came ou 
side to meet him, end Iverson quid 
iy asked where the televiritm station 
satellite trucks were. Jeny aeemt 
puzzled. 

Fatty, the family and neighbors wei 
atthe house. Iverson sat with thegroc 
for about an hour before he mentions 
the a 20/20 T ’ program. * - 

' ‘'WeVe got to get this into all tt 
newspapers, radio stations end TV gti 
tions in the state. People have got 1 
know whatV going on so if the kid : 
seen at a truckstop, a phone booth 
rest stop, they'll know mis kid.* 

Patty wasn't sure that was the t hin 
to do, but Iverson pressed on. The 
talked to Steams County Sheriff Ohm 
lie Grafft about instigating a media ai 
sank, Grafft said he T d talk to the FE 
about the plan. 

Fnend/MA %*£ .•: 
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i-7 C oegan amyine as 

5|L$sp* 

J^ er ^stations, and newspapers and 

radio stations. hereon the 

going to take this story, tut they’re 
going to ask a lot of questions and some 
SJS queBtlonfl you’re not going to 

M £jyS“ i ^ to** J fp would be 
rft ed ! fh , e,sh « lno ^ua3 1 ifhe had any 


nobons popped up .every, 
^here, and Iverson got the MinneSa 

professional hop _ 

. The North Stare wore the initial “J 
D ? u ra ^hneto, the Vikinga had Bpe . 
mlbaaebah caps made to wear on the 
sidelines dunng a nationally broadcast 
fame. Oakland Athletics catcher Ten-u- 



-I ■«»—__ 


^teinbachru Minn^ftote »* * «■■■ > - 

l^ape J on the back of hie batting helmet 

Jdunng the World Series. Stoinbach is 

Morng the same in this year’s Series. 

h 1 cfont know where those things 

ixame from; 1 Iverson said. ‘These things 

dust manifested themselves. Everyone 

took over. We had no control of 
ut 

' Schoolchildren made banners to 
,hang in the Metrodome and passed out 
^uttons and white ribbons at the state 
®othall Prep Bowl championships, 
^hoirs, bands and singer Doug Wood 
who wrote the song, “Jacobs Hope," 
^rJso performed songs. 

I iversonhasatapeofa game and after 
:.oae stirring song&ring halftimeX 
Sw itched back to the e motion- 
^announcer in the studio* who 

“ 1 my anything after 
'“at- Let s go to a commercial," 

It was like someone had an egg 
heater and was beating these egg 
.whites and it was just frothing. And it 
was a positive thing” Iverson paid* 
Dave Collins, whose son was abduct¬ 
ed nearly seven years ago, and who now 
coordinate 3 search efforts in abduction 
teses nationwide, came to help orga¬ 
nise the Jacob search. 

Collins bad traveled for five years to 
*id searches, but was amazed at the or¬ 
ganization and mobilization the St, Jo¬ 
seph and St, Cloud groups had mus¬ 
tered. 

-■ myself and many other 

people got really involved in this, but it 
took off only because the people ofMin- 
ftesota cared, 

' I think they were totally and com¬ 
pletely appalled. Jacob was taken less 

* : 


i iuk from husfc^a town 
wnere people don’t lock their doors and 
the police don't wear their guns — they 
probably do now* but they weren't then 
Minnesotans said* 'Hold it WeVe had 
enough, ** ,. . 

The media blitz on the case continued 
BM was reaching worldwide. A friend 
oflverson s traveling from Cameroon to 
Switzerland called Iverson after seeing 
a 15-minute news program bout the ab¬ 
duction broadcast on the flight. 

_ When Iverson returned to his job as a 
?Medtronic, the company in¬ 
stalled a second phone in his office to 
use For his work on Jacob’s case. His sec¬ 
retary was given directions to take calls 

find notes that related to the search for 
Jacob. 

(Medtronic) gave me total, complete 
clearance to use the phones at work, 
when 1 should have been doing my work 
aa ,® ohomist, to do this. The company 
said this is something that needs to be 
done. At any time, I was allowed to put 
my research down and go to the phone. I 

was given full rein to do what 1 need¬ 
ed. 

Iverson helped other diligent volun¬ 
teers organize the Jacob Wetterling 
foundation. The pace kept quickening, 
and he waa on the phone often. 

“I must have made 3,000 phone calls. 

1 had no idea what I was doing.” 

Became prime suspect 

But the frenzy was beginning to 
weaken Iverson. The pressure was in¬ 
tense, not only to organize the unend¬ 
ing chores, but because he was eonsid- 
er “ fl E™? e suspect in the abduction?- 
the r B1 interrogated Iverson twice 


for fi total of five hours. They were bus- 
, picmuB of hie contacts and activities in 
Uotral ^arica. From 1982 to 1985, 
the family hved in Honduras, where 
Lea and Vem taught school for the Dole 
rresh fruit company. 

; Even after returning to build their 
y home m Elk River, Iverson continued to 
work closely with two Bahai physicians 
m Honduras, coordinating airlifts of 
^donated medical equipment to be used 
,m ahospital the doctors were building 
; in the jungles. 6 

%in its firstjinterview, asked 
|tum to recall minute details of his life 
^tince 1980. He agreed to aubmit to a lie 
test, but the test was never 

Plying foe second interview, the 
:«®nts again proceeded with the d*- 
■«Ued inquiries before they dropped the 
^ttuDer* ju a questioning tactic, the 
™«mewerB told Iveraon they had 
nailed. They knew about his back- 
aground* has Central America contacts. 

g hey wanted to know about his accom¬ 
plice,, 

It “^ey _said, ‘no one could have gotten 
media to do what they did without 
gnor knowledge/ and that I had let up 
fne whole thug as a jto>keacn*eiL 


said, Tour game’s up. Where do you 

got him?*" ™ 

Iverson stood up to the hard-line 
questioning and repeated again what 
he had done, said and where he had. 

been, obviously to the FBF& satisfac¬ 
tion. 

Although it was grueling, he wel¬ 
comed the acute scrutiny. 
Tbiewfftheywereinvesrigatmgme ' 

that well, they were being ertremely 
thorough.'’ 


Poor health interferes 

By April, Iverson’s role would be 
over He was suffering chest pains and 
he called an ambulance to pick him up 
at hiB bouse. For sue days at Mercy Med- 
ical Center in Coon Rapids, doctors and 
specialists ran testa, but didn't find 
anything physical that might be re- 
sponsible for the attacks. 

The problem, they concluded, was 
stress, 

“My body just shut down," he said. 

But with, the good health news came 
some bad newB. The search for Jacob 
had taken as much a toll as possible and 
Iverson s role in it would have to end. 


1 He co uld chin m w^ten t - .„*,.^, 

: .J* impassioned tf SEf'j 
; -iflhed. Iverson had his own family tl 
. needed his presence, needed him to 
1.'- alive. 

Iverson called Jerry and said he l 
to resign from the Jacob Wetterli 
Foundation. 

His time in the hospital had prepay 
tom to disengage from the cause. 

1 called and said, ‘Jerrv, I want if 
work* too, but 1 can’t die for Jacob 
have two lovely children to raise.' " 

, able to lea 

the full-time endeavor without guilt 

Feel very sad that Jacob is r 
home, but I feel very good that m a n 
men t of arms, I jumped out of bed at fi 
minutes to 12 and didn’t stop for £ 
months until my body had a brea 

a bin uff my mind 
felt like I had completed my work, 

m y aB to the point it nearly kilt 


Friday; Jacob's abduction dei 
touched and troubled Cindy L0 1 
and her family Like hundreds in C 
™ Minnesota, she spent hours w 
*r >9 to gm the word out to millions. 
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$[f ™ l WSi. Elk Rive>,hold ! °* the publications that did stories about Jacob - 

{ : Wetterling tfdisappeajance. A friend bftheWetterlikis and a strong volunteer in the 

wh0 ^ythe tamJyfhXsBing the med ia 

l’ e ^ le .5°[ y »**S^preeffective,^ -,, 






















s haven’t forgott 
Monique Burnett 


tfebeendl'i yearssinceMarjor- Aid investigators in their focus of 
Mfiaiquo* Burrwtt disappeared poMibla luspectA." 

ffiS MdWtoS' _TBE S PSPBCT FROjnjj 

* ‘ »wliitA «aol* anti saysht& &er- 

«*«« 'l ir# ■*»% is "Iramatort- ftnd «wy 

%d in S&ptetjvbsr l9Sfi. an Day* Inadequate * 

’X&izsii** Utn 16 

„ . _ . , tJifi profile, eotUmda hte bft; Jn& 

would hke tha community personal relationships, his em- 
mew thafc we hrW; not fonjottan ployment. and maybe even the vc* 
»t and will continue he drives, if he does drive. 

our efforts to investigate this ^ , „ . , 

«,* said Shelton Police Chief $. ,. J** Jafcn4 “» Mid, “behaves 

“Jehnny* Johnston. &*£ ^ aTl 

lmely & local person, trot this was 

THE SHELTON POLICE a crime of opportunity with no 

iparfaftent recently fought and odvencaplan-ningaiid ih&ttheiras- 

ceivcd infermotion and aisle- pert did notbegin with 8tt intent U> 

RSfl on the MOO from two Oui-of- Hill Ma victim.'' 

tirn entitles. tKa nmsi a ^nnflrmai^ urAtelil 
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tries to douse 
internal fires 


After a staff shakeup, the 
board wants a timeout to 
define its goals. But the 
foundation still is accepting 
calls about the missing St. 
Joseph boy. 

By TODD J. BEHME 

TlfPflS Staff Wfllir 

Staffers got no advance notice they 
were being re'paEEd from their Jobs.' 
Volunteers found out on TV. Tern of 
frustration befell Patty and Jerry 
Wet Leri ing nnd seemingly everybody 
wha has put iheir heert into the Jacob 
Wetter ling Foundation. 

By nil accounts, the foundation 
treated its people paorly. Feelings 
were hurt, trust tost ant] suspicion 
born among u host of people working 
For an organization comm I tied to 
caring. 

"It's overwhelmingly unci ruinous 
that Jerry and Patty screwed up 
royally anti that nubody deserved to 
be treated this wiiyj* said Hon 
Mo roue, formerly the found a lion's 
etodHivfc director rtml a longtime 
Friend uf the Weilurlmtfft. 

Thn t m is take m jMd gme n t perh Dps 
ia indicative of imermti prohferns that 

have plagued the H^-year-ntd 

non-profit organ i mu on the Iasi 
several months. 

Marntte \s frustrated and fearful. 
Frustrated because as executive 
director, he and board members 
disagreed on major philosophical 
points. Fearful because be thinks the 
board's decision to downshift for ihe 
summer jeopardizes the continuation 
of its atready-impressive list of 
accomplishments. 

Earlier this month the five-member 
executive committee ofthe foundation 
board decided to release Marotte and 
ita two ether paid staffers while it 
regroups end tries io refocus over the 
summer. Board members inslat the 
foundation is noteksed and that calls 
will be answered. 

The foundation was incorporated in 
October J 969, almost immediately 
after Jacob Wetter!ing, now 14, was 
snatched by 3 masked gunman from a 
rosd near his home in rural St 
Joseph. He still is missing. The 
foundation has grown from a core 
group or people who wanted 
desperately to find Jacob into a 
nationally regarded clearinghouse for 
information about other cases and the 
c ri ine or child abdu c lion, 

Another unforeseen misfortune 
befell Marotte. Just as the board 
made its decision a series of specials 
aired an WCCO-TV for which Marotte 

Found alio n/7 A 



Ron Marotte 

Foundation director released 


Changes left 
former director 
'flabbergasted’ 

By TODO J. BEHME 

Times Slatf Wtllar 

Speaking badly of his longtime 
friends, Patty and Jerry Wetterling, 
and of the Jacob Wetterling Founda¬ 
tion's board members, clearly Is diffi¬ 
cult for Ron Marotte. 

Yet their recent dedaians. which 
culminated with the release of 
Marotte and the two ocher paid 
alaiTm, juat as dearly has left 
Mamtu hurt, angry and frustrated. 

Tm very mad at Jerry and Patty,'' 
He said. Iain absolutely outraged at 
them and fan] very betrayed by 
them." 

Tile board's fivo-member executive 
committee, of which Fatty is a mem¬ 
ber, decided to release Marotte and 
ihe others while it defines more clear¬ 
ly how to meat its goals. 

^Marotte disagrees vehemently 
with that decision. He fears the foun¬ 
dation could lose much of the momen¬ 
tum it has built over Jll/'a years. 

Marotte also represents the human 
cost of an organisation in transition. 
His release coincided with the begin¬ 
ning of 0 series of WCCO-TV reports 
about the Wetterling investigation, 
The stories were based largely on in- 
forma lion M arotle provi d ed about th e 
search for Jacob, row 14 and still 
missing after being abducted in Octo¬ 
ber 1S39 near his rural Si. Joseph 
homo. 

Marotte gave WCCO lip sheets on 

Marotte/7A 
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HEAOLINE: A little girl's big recovery; 

Despite beating, Miranda Paffel does Her best to resume a child's life 

* * 

* 

BYLINE: Maureen M. Smith: Staff Writer 

w 

* • 

m d 

DATELINE: Shell -Lake.’ws.. - '' 

* A 

BODY:- V • . ' 

Chewing a wad of bubble gun and clutching a drawing of a koala bear*, 10-year- 
.old Miranda Paffel seems like any other kid. 

► ■ 

But last May, doctors wondered whether she would live. She had been with ' 
friends at t beach, wandered away and was found unconscious and severely 
beaten in a roadside ditch several hours later. Every bone in her head and face- 

was broken, except her lower jaw. 

^ * - 
* * •* 

A 

She remained in a coma for several weeks at North Memorial Medical Center in 
Robbinsdale, and then slowly relearned how to walk, talk 1 and recognize*family 
members before returning home in July, 

► - mm 

* fc m , 

A - ^ ir ' * * 

‘ A. 

A $ 10,000 reward has been offered for information leading to the arrest of. 

her assailant. But despite many leads, no arrests have been made and the beating 
remains a mystery. Miranda remembers nothing about the.attack. 

At school, "Handy" nowjumps rope in the playground, memorizes 
multiplication tables and sometimes gets in trouble with teachers/-She gets help 
in speech, physical education and other special-education classes. Although she 
has permanent brain damage, scars on her forehead and nose and is blind in her 
left eye, her life is more normal than anyone expected. „ 

"I just like being there [at school},» Miranda said after school recently. 

“I got in trouble today; I was laughing at my teacher. I like to laugh at 
everything. I had to take a chair and turn it and look at the wall." 

After school, Miranda and-a sea of young faces flood onto the yellow school 
buses outside. She and her brother, Michael, 11, take.a 20-minute ride to their 
mobile home. They scramble in the door, grinning and teasing each other. 

h 

« 

- "Oh, my God," Miranda says with a grin at almost every comment her brother 
makes. Her long, sandy-brown hair whips around as she plops into a vinyl chair. 

She proudly displays a pencil sketch of an animal, with "Rainforest" 1 scrawled in 
big green letters on top., ’ 
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"It's a koala bear," she tells her grandmother, Linda Bos, who was caring 
for her while her mother, Pam Bos, was out of town. 

It was a sunny.- warm Saturday last May 15 whan Miranda. Michael and seme 
friends were at the Shell Lake beach, near a restaurant where Pam Bos worked as 
. a waitress. The lake is the main summer attraction for both tourists and 
residents in the city of about 1,300 people.' 

w * 

"This is a town where the kids run all over." Linda Bps said. "Mike came 
back up to the restaurant to ask his mom for some money for pop. and Miranda was 
gone when he got back. He assumed she went home, so he went back there, but she 
wasn't there. They called her friends; nobody could find her." 

w 

Several hours later, two women walking about 4 miles southwest of Shell 
Lake found Miranda, who was then 9, unconscious in a ditch. Authorities say she 
was probably brought there in a vehicle. Her face and head had been beaten 

repeatedly with a blunt instrument such as a baseball bat. and she may have-been 
sexually assaulted, investigators said. 

"I just can't believe how this happened in town, in-broad daylight, and* : 
nobody saw it," Linda Bos said. 


The f nily told Miranda about the attack.when she was released from the 
hospital on July 29. 


"What she knows is from what we’ve told her or what she’s seen on TV." said 
Linda Bos. "She.didn’t even believe us at first when we told her. The first 
thing she said is, 'Nobody would do that to me.* » 

■ 

t 

Together, the brain damage and sheer, emotional trauma mako it unlikely- that 

Miranda will ever-remember the incident, said J. Michael Bitney, Washburn-.County 
district attorney. 


"I wish Miranda could remember," Bitney said, "she’s been unable to recall 
anything regarding the attack, which is not surprising." 

Washburn County Sheriff Terry Qryden said that investigators interviewed 

Miranda, her brother and friends who were with her when she diseppeared. and 

than 50 other people. In late March, the reward was increased from $ 5,000 

to 5 10.000. The money is offered by the Sheriff's Department and a trust fund 
crested for Miranda, 


"We're hoping it will bring some people forward and help us solve- this 
case," Dryden said. "We’re frustrated with the investigation." 

■n * 

. Several suspects have been considered. An FBI profile indicated that the 
suspect may be a heavy drinker and probably was acquainted with Miranda. Dryden 
said. The profile takes into account circumstances such as the manner of the 
assault and where the victim was left. 


Dryden said that Bradley Brimblecom,' a 28-year-old Shell Lake man who is 

described as the boyfriend of Pam Bos, is still a suspect. Investigators. ‘ 

questioned Brimblecom after the assault, but there was insufficient evidence to 
charge him at the time. 



• • 

I 
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Brimblecom had been charged earlier with molesting 
but those charges were dismissed in June 1992 because of insufficient evidence. 

People in Shell Lake have also grown frustrated that a suspect has not been 
apprehended, said Terry O'Brien, the Chamber of Commerce president who owns and 
runs a barbershop. 

* r 

"The crime was horrible, that's absolutely for certain. Wo"re thankful that 
she is well and back on her feet," O'Brien said. "There's somebody out there 
that knows what happened. If she can't put her finger on it, we certainly hope 
someone else does." 

A court order requires that Miranda never be left alone; she is always 
supervised by an adult family member authorized by the court, family members 
said. 

"She can't be out in the front yard without a supervisor;"’said Pam Bos. 

"She can't spend the night at other kids' houses or go to birthday parties. We 
were thinking about her going to the beach this summer. But this year, that's 
not going to happen. ‘ N * . * 

"She's a pretty happy-go-lucky kid. It's kind of put her in a spot. But 
things are a heck of a lot better than I ever thought they would be." 

• t * 

Miranda said she doesn'*t ;like being watched. 

i 

"I hate it," she said. "I don't like people going, with me like a' baby. But -I 
was hurt. [And] I don't like being on TV." 

■ » 

Although she now recognizes her close family members, she occasionally calls 
' cousins by the wrong name. And she has had to become reacquainted with some 
friends at school, Pam Bos said. 

"I remember when we first got home, kids came up and said, 'You've got to 
remember me,' but she just didn't." 

* 

At school, Miranda attends classes in math, reading and spelling that are 
somewhat lighter than the standard curriculum. Psychologists say she will always 
have difficulty with memory, comprehension and verbal expression. 

She will be getting safety glasses so she can play basketball and other 
sports without risking hurting her good eye. Art is one of her favorite 
subjects, although she also likes the playground, teachers said. 

"She's real outgoing when she's out on the playground," said Gloria Johnson, 
a special-education instructor. "Her memory really seems to be improving. She's 
working on her multiplication tables. She can multiply now without any help." 
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Boy* 8, severely beaten 
by man in abandoned 
S. Boston bathhouse 


By Alexander Reid 

GLOBE STAFF 


An 8-year-old boy playing with a 
friend along Carson Beach in South 
Boston was brutally beaten Tuesday 
afternoon by an unidentified strang¬ 
er in a bathhouse, police said yester¬ 
day. 

'The victim, who police did not 
identify because of his age, was list¬ 
ed in stable but guarded condition 
last night at .Boston City Hospital. 
He suffered a concussion, a broken 
nose and bruises to the head, said 
Metropolitan Police officer Brian 
Hermes. 

The attack occurred at 1 p.m. Ac¬ 
cording to Hermes, the victim was 
playing with a 10-year-old friend on 
the beach when they were ap¬ 
proached by a man who lured him 
into the abandoned bathhouse. 

I After several minutes the 10- 
| year-old, who was still outside the . 
house, heard the victim screaming. 
iThe friend ran to find help and locat¬ 
ed several men who went into the 
bath house to stop the attack. 

By then, said Hermes, the at¬ 
tacker had fled. Hermes said that it 
was unclear whether a sexual assault 
occurred. 

lf We haven't been able to deter¬ 
mine if the child was sexually as¬ 
saulted yet/ 1 said Hermes, "We have 
tried to interview him but he WU3 in 
r . no condition to talk vdfch our investi¬ 
gators so we have to postpone the 
interview/ 1 

The bathhouse, which overlooks 
Carson Beach, has been abandoned 
! since 1989 when funding cuts under 
the Dukakis administration forced 
the MDC to close it. 

Hermes said there had been no 
reports of criminal activity or as¬ 
saults at the building since it closed. 
“That area doesn’t have a reputation 
for crimes,” he said, adding ( Sve have 
looked at our records and checked 
with the Boston Police Department 
and have come up with no incidents 
near that building.” 

Nevertheless, Rep. Paul Gannon 
(D-South Boston) said he will file 
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Police issued this composite 
sketch of the suspect in the Car- 
son Beach beating. __ 

w 

legislation to have the building de^ 

molished. _ _ '- 

‘The MDC hasn't used this build¬ 
ing for two years and if they have no 
plan to use it in the future, it should 
be tom down,” he said. 

The area around the bathhouseis 
a popular spot for sunbathers and 
joggers. It is also a favorite locatiori 
for people who park their cars near¬ 
by to view Boston Harbor. j 

Several people interviewed yes¬ 
terday said they have rarely seen 
any type of trouble in the area. 

“I come here to run about twiee^a 
week and never saw anything out of 
line here,” said William Bishop'of 
Dorchester. “The building's an eye¬ 
sore but it never concerned me that 
much.” 

Matt Kenney, 18, a student at* 
Bentley College, said, “We werfc 
here yesterday when they said, it 
happened and saw the commotion 
when the police arrived, but didn't 
think it was anything serious, "ft 
was probably a drunk or something/ 1 
he said. 

Police described the assailant as 
white, 25 to 30 years old, about 5- 
feet-7, with a medium build and dark 
brown hair. _:_— 
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. . . aaD . ~' .People with information ab< 

—, Crime Solvers also is invpctf Itr er mcide nJ. the identities 
.gating the July shootKnS^ ' th tff peCtSl “V 5 PWMr-by or i 
men outside a Silver SdwsIw 0 S e [ llc e ' ar ® asked to call.Cri 
ment complex P S part ‘ Soivere at 217 ' 2255 . All calls i 
y . anonymous. 









- +IIH M !■- - I 


3U S- 

e> 2 . -B, a 
=T 3 D K 
, a " n ft 
n 131 D M* 

SS.&I' 

| 

i’gsss 

=-« ■ 3 

* j 2 rt 

nl% 

ci < a- S 

c S n ’ 

s 5‘o. 

S 3 3 

C_in , 


£l~ 

re ^ zr £i a ra 

3 H o ;-"< -S’ ~ 

-re Ql. pi Q 

w *<■ B H 3 3 = 
(« t® P' Ci (t- 

CJ ,ft a C. 3 H 

C -h ^ re 

£3 r* m „ ft 

re fc’ V= 

re % Sr W ^ 7T 

a “ Ef^ s S & 

S. £j P- 77 * 

_ 0,-^3 2 M O 

? M r; r! pi 'i 

“ ti Tti -- n 

R =f*< % & p ^ 
pj ^ o a 3 = ® 
a. „ o s P 
&S* = §aa ^ 
r, jrU " fa S.O- 

3 < e S re r> 


3, X o 


■tcj ft n Xf fq.5 q £ 
“3 3 : n 

0 r-. L , -ft ->■ £3" £7 ^ 

* =■ tr S’ «P J=? rt s s. 

e> £# £ o <2 ^ q- c 

3 £ °H 2 g S 3 

<*” 2 3 (5 3 

* 4—, P O ifi 

5 5 ^ O £ 2.0 3 

*< SL w = s _ o. ^ 

■ a- T ‘-r-a. -r re .r+ » 

” a'ff™ ™ o a 

3 58.<Sf-g ,0 -"-ia 

*§ Sg.l's^S-o 1 

S-P-SBSgjrs a 

§ n o Si ■ g 
^ tn * H & 

£ c S*=fs a S^o 

~L 1 [t ft IJ W f 0 ft 


^ 2 * 
t w 

re & 
ft s 
5- ~ 
cp □ 

rr w 
cr t 
^ *< 


(-B 

(K- < 
fp ft 

W X 

-* Vl 

*s 

? 1 


O I +J T -S 

o e 3 5 

a- ^ s 

^ E5 d 

a ^ 3 

a.-e ro 

^ s* ^ 

^ a 

S* 3 

^ £ 
a a 

2 § : 

.Co . 

" 1 ^+- ^ 
I i 


— a* c 2 S' s 
^ d r fie S 7 (*■» ■ & ^ ^ ft 

n ra- =; ft r !^ L os o ft m ej 

O- ■-! ft ^ oft TJ ft 

^ ^ ^ trt „ q, qj ^ t-£. E, 

-O ^ El -1 ” ft 2- — V* 

3' n g B P ft & 

M ft, ^ zr c. B 


&?■ ft S ' 

"3 El a 

^ KfiO Et s 

S 9eS.k 


< <^C ■ 

(T m a w 

S -&42 


-H I.NVJ 5U W pi 3 

i e> "r _ >-£■ li,, 

" - E 2 —S 

ft £ p 2 ft ^ 

r* - £ zL ^ ra 


g W f* w 

SF^’g 

3 M-* W 

3&^ IS 

ft o< = . g g 
5 sr.'?- r ft 

f |g &- 

S ^ -P * t " 
s ft S'™ 3 

VI I . O ft -j 


■< c. B 

a ~ -u 

3 3-SS « § 
S.B’o'g 5 
fr ^ "■ £ M 

B'P-O 

dq ^ 73'® 


» ft 

g 3 g g § 

I «*t'"s- I lO 


/». » ^ »-ri 

tfl “ ”+■ E2 

aa?n fl 

P B C? ^ EP 
ip ^ ft O- 

3 »o.'5a 

ft c ^ 

PJ Lfl fij pi 

P ^ ;-3 3 
OSB^ 

Crt ryn < 

n £T VJ q" 

? ft tp' £3 ft 
'(D 3 (U Q 
M < {H " 

■g ft s ^ 

liais 


SB'ff 

PM C 
—. —I •-** 

=- ft ' 

S s. ft- 

,, B P 

4 =: ■ 

g' ft ft 

B' %t 

2 3 = 
fc. 2 - B 


g.5.3 

■1 Cn 
ft 

3T PS rs 

t*3 p 
O ? ifi 

■% 0 (t 

. p 

*_. =r 


SJi - 
s-S-s-^s 

rT 3 *3 S 

S«-5 = 3 
^ ”‘- 

B 3 

' &?&■ ', 
P ft 

3. 3 
ft S q- 
S 5'«3 

O ^ X3 

a S- g 

I 913 . 

s -, 


HBSiSWSS 


W ft p 
w t-« O 

ja 3 

m K w 

3; ft 
D. 3 e- 

e a-5. 


n-o ^3 r* «_.si < 


r . " ^ in » - n 
. ** H 3 n t /1 -» 

L ZT SI z j ira T3 a 

^ES^GtrSsf 

1 <; p j *r r o 

il „, — ft ft p- o’ O 
m ^3 a CB ■■<* n yf* 
0 tj ■ v- n ft- ^.ft 
r ■< yr 7+ a> m C *0 O. 

fK|ag?8R> 


z:®* 
< « 

^.q 


V5 « 
V) GJ 

” o* 
p> O 

5S 

S« 

W O) 


s 

4-r 


“ S’ 

re 

Ci 

3 

*a 

Bi 

1 — 

Ln 

v> 
re 

5 

O 


1 --. 

[JO 

-a 

X ra 

3 

re 

& 

re 


>< 

•4 ; 

rr 


> 

^r 



"3 



!T 

re 




tre 

4 —* 

cr 

m 

H-“ 

n 

re 

S £ 

s 

Ejq 

O 

re 

O 

Ei 

“i 

1 

O 

0 

O 

'I 

tra 

v. 

FI 

Cu 

1 —-» 


“ ^ O 
re ffUQ 

C» 

ft. 

|U!r 

Ert 

yr 

n 

O 

■— 1 . 


1—1 

•*• 

Cl. 

!-“■ 

1 

FI 

■ Irr*— 

0 

sx 

ft 

jrij_ 


» ri- 

Stf . ■ b-+ 

■ '•-• . .'r-i-T - 

i«+ “ 

' _ Q ft 

; ? - □ 

:. n ■ o = 

L ft — 

S' ‘ft 

15’ sf 

3. 2 S a 


^ => ^ c ft q =s 

'^£e:5'- 11 ? 

ft g ■ =■ Tt & ft' 

- s 3 ?.§ ta s;. 

^ o-E-eEzre- 
° _ o' < ^ q g 

S ’ Jf" 5 §-S § 

2 =■<. S” 3 - c 

3 Ui 0.1* 


l- an 

ga 

S 1 CB 

§ 1 
a * 

■ to 

t- 




vf Dh'< 


^ c:^ B 

Ci 3 h fS 

B! ; r 

„ 

=- e. 0 ^ 

■t re. is, 
M 

ft rp T3 

a-X g e: 

2 7 

s =” n|‘ 

?5 3" -7 ^ 

6 i - I 


^ —- y jn 

5= re 

.jM ft 

^ ui cj ji a 
rs 1 ^ ft 3 

5*" ^ ■“■ 

tn 

;. □■?" 



v" '■'■■ 

-5r 


OS- CL- ft 
^ M C 
Ci “ £3 

trt ' *v 


pj 

fj tS- 


£L — 1 ^ 
c 3 £ 
g-= L ^ 

ni Ju 

Hr. X in 

'—■ - -r 

O [y 
IP" 

£T yj t. 

. t= r 

^ *£3 ^ 

oq >-1 

ft ft o 

VI ‘ “ 


C ”^5 C-. 

3-5/g. M 

ft n 0 

op cr-^ 
tn » <S 
ft -_■, ft 

C rt ft 

re^ 

5 “ o 

L I ' ►*> 


c a 

tvj 

??.o 


-P. o 

2 5 
2 s 

re a. 
^ 2S 
O Cb 

^ ?x 


K -[9 


-0 O 'TJ o 

M “1 K ft 

fit |l 

a. ? ^ ^ « 

>, r . jj ^ _ 

» 5 : n re c ' 
^ ^ 3^ 

S p 3 

ft £*5 0 O ft- 

!p « 2 CLP 



o 

fi) 

% 

CD 


13 

CD 


-. 3-0 « 

4-5-sS 


.^i.-Eft.'i-re 
re O ^ 

s ^ a r 

Ct> m 

•a*-*' 

— « o 

7=3 


n » o n 5u n 
ft is p- O 5 O 

|| l|a | 

ft .jl n 

< ft- 

^ ft-. G ' ~ -tD 
&; tr a, O n -1 


eT O- 

a 

rs i—r^. * 


q o' tr s: cr n 
^ x a c n- e 

SWg 2 ' K- 

re n opb ^ 

-■ ^ ft ,r * > ^2 

™- re trt ’ 

^ 33 w q £* 

*j » tn [=_ 5 
OclCL 

g! o ^ 

SomSsS 


(t ^ o a’ 

3 ft-p. 

3 a s 1 '*<' S' ^ S ^ 

■CL C‘H O g B, ^ n 

S^«^=.= 3;2 

ITS -“£ S _ a-3 

j. lt — i-. ^ «■ - 

ft n rftQO \ r i/l ft" ^ Pr 

WEtSjM" 1 !! 
3 S5 £:« 5 ET g. < 

5 &&£ 

ft 

■ ® S D 1 D-'S ET ft 

3 2 p* 

3 < a- n 




s n » 

O- I H 


o a » , 
q ■ 

-ft 

«1 re O 
re in eJ 

ft 'nr 

^|s 

. > e 
S. ^ re 
re re ,. 

ft- =r 3 

rJ B r 

s < ft 
" re .2 
- „ 175 

ft «_L 

O c 

< 

3 o 

E, q. 

O- re" 


r «> ra d £ 
> 2 .S.?E? 

n-a £ t.n . 

ft i__i 3 " S. 

v> (2 'TO £7"- 
« S: < fli rt S- 

ft r> i ^ S’ 
3 o ^ re ^ 3 J 
3r ^ f? 

PPp|| s 

= C=I - S » $ 

ft ^> r*. 

s: - P S' „ ^ 73 
^ S3 re ■"-! ft 

■ < S3 « o 

ft- ft ft 7 1 C ^ 
^ r? 't t-u *z£ ^ 

S.ss s'S-B- 

.3 =S 5-° S 
■« ?%&Es 


fl) 

o 

0 ) 

U) 

CD 


a re pj 

%> Ef gf.fi I JJ 

re m ^ £- 1 ^ 1 Q, CL 


g ol« ills 

^salUl&isesli^n*^ 

S p? § o is $ g 5 * sr i L * ss % % a S 

tj C ft s 7‘^o.S 2^, re R ft “ 3 


3 aa s 

* g ?S S § jS § S' 3 - I. 9 ^ 

i— 1 i ” r rr rt. ft 1- cn __ a - 


CpbEE- gfl B Sr 
B n ® - 


e:?- 

re re 


- ^ 3 ^ 

; % 
re •? —. cs 


£ 5 ? 

P ’ 

q rs 

r* pa 


S ^ jfti X 
P3 ^ O' ^ 

5=^ s g 3 
^ O- re e- 1 
to si I 

ft oq tw ^ 
g-g o O-S 

s 2s Ss 

SSS 1 !? 


^ C/3 

S- r-t- 

S-'w- 

ss, a 
■o* &. 

i 3 

fe 


^ 1 

h-L era 
ert r& 
P-* 


r 






Date: Monday, August 18,1997 


Time: 3:32:00 PM 4 Pages 



To: Bob Lee 

Wetterling Foundation 

Fax: 1-320-363-0473 

Voice: 941-9372 


From: Dawn Duffy 
PR Newswire 

Fax: 1-888-PRNEWS-8 

Voice: 331-7800, ext. 3 



Comments: 





From: DannDuny rKNewmm i-«: i-cw-rrvuciro-o 





800 - 582-5154 


ext. 2; fax 888-PRNEWS8 


Broadcast Newsclips 
Transcript 


DATE 

STATION 

TIME 

ANCHOR 

REPORTER 


August 14,1997 
KMSP-TV, Channel Nine 
9 p.m. 

Robyne Robinson 
Doug Stoddart 


ROBYNE ROBINSON 

Also tonight, the FBI is investigating a possible link between the disappearance of Jacob 
Wetterling and a St Paul man. Forty-four-year-old David Paul Weiss was charged last week with 
sexually molesting a teenager. Tonight FBI agents are trying to figure out if he knows something 
about Jacob’s kidnapping in 1989. Here's Doug Stoddart wife the story. 

DOUG STODDART 

It was the roommate of 44-year-old David Paul Weiss that led St. Paul investigators to search 
Weiss’ home after he suspected fee first aid instructor was molesting young boys. That raid 
uncovered evidence that Weiss could be a pedophile who may have molested numerous children 
over the past two decades. He’s now charged wife sexually molesting a 15-year-old boy. That 
same roommate now has FBI investigators looking into Weiss' possible connections wife fee 
disappearance of Jacob Wetterling nearly eight years ago in St Joseph. Back in 1990 or 1991, 
Weiss reportedly discussed fee Wetterling case wife his roommate and even told him feat he 
knows where a body is in Fort Snelling cemetery where flowers are thrown away. He told 
investigators Weiss even talked about how to commit fee perfect crime by grinding up a body in a 
mulch machine. A1989 sketch of fee Wetterling suspect draws a striking resemblance to Weiss. 
This police composite of fee suspect was made just day's after Jacob was kidnapped in float of his 
brother and friends on October 22, 1989. Earlier this year, St. Paul police arrested Weiss for 
carrying a gun without a permit But it's what investigators found inside his home that is most 
troubling. A search warrant shows he had numerous guns, pornography, pictures of young boys, 
a sex crimes digital video disc and perhaps fee most disturbing item — a container with what 
appears to be testicles. Now, again, we want to stress Weiss is not a suspect in Wetterling’s 
disappearance at the moment The FBI is simply looking into possible connections following his 
roommate’s statements to investigators. Agents still have a lot of confiscated evidence to pour 
over. This is just one of fee many tips the Wetterling case has received over fee years and 
investigators want to check it out thoroughly. 
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DATE 

STATION 

TIME 

ANCHOR 



800-582-5154 


ext. 3; fax 888-PRNEWS8 


Broadcast Newsclips 
Transcript 


August 14, 1997 
KARE-TV, Channel Eleven 

10 p.m. 

Diana Pierce 


DIANA PIERCE 

The FBI tonight is looking into whefeer suspected pedophile David Paul Weiss knows some thing 
about hie disappearance of Jacob Wetterling. In a St. Paul police search warrant, Weiss' 
roommate says the suspect told him in 1990 feat Jacob’s body is buried in Fort Snelling's 
cemetery. The FBI is investigating this latest claim, as they do all Jacob Wetterling leads. Weiss 
is accused of sexually assaulting a 16-year-old boy. 
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800-582-5154 


ext. 3; fax 888-PRNEWS8 


Broadcast Newsclips 
Transcript 

DATE 
STATION 
TIME 
ANCHOR 

RANDY MEIER 

The FBI is investigating statements suspected St. Paul pedophile David Weiss allegedly made 
about the Jacob Wetterling case. We told you last night a police affidavit shows Weiss mice 
mentioned Jacob and told his roommate he knows where a body is buried in the Fort Sneliing 
cemetery, in aplace where dead flowers are thrown away. Weiss said he helped look for a body 
there with police. Police took boxes of evidence out of Weiss' home in a search last week. He is 
charged with assaulting a teenage boy. The Steams County sheriff says it is too early to say how 
serious investigators are taking tee Wetterling comments. Sources tell Eyewitness News they’re 
doubtful Weiss was involved in Jacob's disappearance in 1989. 


August 14, 1997 
KSTP-TV, Channel Five 

10 p.m. 

Randy Meier 
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To the man who took Jacob, 

9 9 

I often wonder does October 22 mean anything to you? Do you remember the younghoy 
you took from vs? Do you still have him with you? He’s an adult now, but just M loved 
sad still dearly missed Do you know the person you took? 

Jacob was bom February 17, 1978. He has his Grandpa's middle name. He loved sports 
and was incredibly competitive, especially with his younger brother They 

played, and they’d fight and then they’d fell asleep, each with one aim wrapped around 

the other. He fished with his Dad, and he had lots of friends. He was most known for Ms 
sense of feimess. Even if it had nothing to do with him it always bothered him when 

things weren’t fair. 

He tried hard at whatever he did. He was goalie for his hockey team. I remember asking 
him did it eycr bother him when .somebody scored on him? Ho said not really, If I 
stopped it, It was a great save. If it went in, it was a great shot! 

I 

You took away a wonderful person. Someone who probably would have stood up for 
you if things weren’t fair, Did no one do nice tilings for you? 


I have found some comfort picturing you not as a mean old ugly bad guy, but at one time, 
you were &n eleven-year old boy. Someone's son-,, possibly someone’s brother needing 
and hopefully sharing the love an 11-year-old boy deserves If this love wasn’t shared in 
your family, Tm sorry. Every child is entitled to the love and caring that family and 

friends provide.. 

* 

If you still have Jacob, I wish for something good to happen to you, like catching a really 
big fish. Hopefully then, you will treat hint well X hepe you have peaceful moments 
where you can walk in the woods or on a beach, content, not miserable and vindictive, 


I have a hard time getting through anniversary dates’ Still not knowing where Jacob is, I 
continue to talk to him, Birthdays, holidays, but especially cow. Where are you Jacob? 
What next? 1 talk to God, piiaying for Jacob, and even struggling with trying to prey for 
you 

If only I could talk to you. 

I’m not sure what I would say, although after so much time, surprisingly, I don’t hate 
you. I know nothing about you, I wonder, were you ever like Jacob? Did you also love 
peanut butter? Did you sneeze when you looked at the sun? Did you plays jokes on April 
Fools Day? Jacob is not just a kid on a poster. His mom tad dad, Amy, Carmen and 

miss Mm daily, Up has dreams, and hopes and potential 

I still have positive dreams, For my own survival, 1 have had to let go of a lot of anger or 
1 would bo swallowed up in it Bui the questions persist I pray that God will smile down 
on us all -this year and bring us some peace. All I’m asking for is your response; a call to 
allow me and all the people whose lives Jacob touched to find peace and a sense of calm 
that disappeared that night in 1989, The peace that can’t return until the questions 
surrounding Jacob’s disappearance are answered. You have held the answers for so long, 
You also hold the pain. Please talk to me. 




Text of Patty Wetterling's letter 
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Published Thursday, October 22,1998 

Text of Patty Wetterling’s letter 

To the man who took Jacob, 

I often wonder, does October 22 mean anything to you? Do you 
remember the young boy you took from us? Do you still have him 

with you? He s an adult now, but just as loved and still dearly missed. 
Do you know the person you took? 


Jacob was bom February 17, 1978. He has his Grandpa's middle 
name. He loved sports and was incredibly competitive, especially 
with his younger brother Trevor. They played, and they'd fight and 
then they'd fall asleep, each with one arm wrapped around the other. 
He fished with his Dad, and he had lots of fiiends. He was most 
known for his sense of fairness. Even if it had nothing to do with him 
it always bothered him when things weren't fair. 

He tried hard at whatever he did. He was goalie for his hockey team. 
I remember asking him, did it ever bother him when somebody 
scored on him? He said not really. If I stopped it, it was a great save. 
If it went in, it was a great shot! 


You took away a wonderful person. Someone who probably would 

have stood up for you if things weren't fair. Did no one do nice things 
for you? 


I have found some comfort picturing you not as a mean old ugly bad 
guy, but at one time, you were an 11-year-old boy. Someone's son 
. . . possibly someone's brother, needing and hopefully sharing the 
love an 11-year-old boy deserves. If this love wasn't shared in your 

family. I'm sorry. Every child is entitled to the love and caring that 
family and friends provide. 

If you still have Jacob, I wish for something good to happen to you, 
like catching a really big fish. Hopefully then, you will treat him well. 
I hope you have peaceful moments where you can walk in the woods 
or on a beach, content, not miserable and vindictive. 


I have a hard time getting through anniversary dates. Still not 
knowing where Jacob is, I continue to talk to him. Birthdays, 
holidays, but especially now. Where are you, Jacob? What next? I 
talk to God, praying for Jacob, and even struggling with trying to 


http:// web servO. startribune.eom/stOnLine/pages/article/27/j aclet, shtml 
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Text of Patty Wetterling's letter 


Page 2 of 2 


pray for you. 

If only I could talk to you. 

I m not sure what I would say, although after so much time, 
surprisingly, I don't hate you. I know nothing about you. I wonder, 
were you ever like Jacob? Did you also love peanut butter? Did you 
sneeze when you looked at the sun? Did you play jokes on April 
Fools’ Day? Jacob is not just a kid on a poster. His mom and dad, 

Amy, Carmen and Trevor miss him daily. He has dreams and hopes 
and potential. 

I still have positive dreams. For my own survival, I have had to let go 
of a lot of anger or I would be swallowed up in it. But the questions 
persist. I pray that God will smile down on us all this year and bring 
us some peace. All I'm asking for is your response, a call to allow me 
and all the people whose lives Jacob touched to find peace and a 
sense of calm that disappeared that night in 1989. The peace that 
cant return until the questions surrounding Jacob's disappearance are 

answered. You have held the answers for so long. You also hold the 
pain. Please talk to me. 

• Written by Patty Wetterling, mother of Jacob 
Wetterling, who was abducted nine years ago. 

• If you have information in the Wetterling case, call the 
Steams County Sheriffs Department, 1-320-251-4240; the 

Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA) 651 -642-0610 
or the FBI, 612-376-3200. 

© Copyright 1998 Star Tribune. All rights reserved. 
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A mom&#39;s letter to Jacob&#39;s abductor: & 


Published Thursday, October 22,1998 

A mom’s letter to Jacob’s abductor: 'Please 
talk to me’ 




James Walsh / Star Tribune 

She has lobbied the Legislature, founded a foundation and raised 
awareness of missing children. But today is Oct. 22, and Patty 
Wetterling just wants people to remember that she's a mom. 

She's a mom who lost her son to a masked abductor exactly nine 
years ago. 

Patty Wetterling especially wants him to know that. So she wrote 
man a letter— an open letter telling of her son's love for hockey an 
playing April Fools' Day jokes. It's also a plea that he will find it in 
his heart to call her and tell her what he's done with Jacob and why 

I have a hard time getting through anniversary dates," Patty 
Wetterling wrote. "Still not knowing where Jacob is, I continue to 
talk to him, Birthdays, holidays, but especially now. Where are yot 


Metro 


Jacob Wetterling 
Foundation 

E-mail to the found alio n 


^ Text of letter 
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A mom&#39;s letter to Jacob&#39;s abductor: &... 


Page 2 of2 



mom and dad, Amy, Carmen and Trevor miss him daily. He has 
dreams and hopes and potential." 

She said she got the idea of writing a letter from a newspaper story 
about another missing child. "I don't spend a lot of time thinking 
about the guy who took Jacob," Patty Wetterling said Wednesday 

"And it made me do that." 



Jacob Wetterling 
Foundation 

E-mail to the foundation 
® Text of letter 


It got her thinking that this man must also be living with pain, with 
guilt, with the difficulty of concealing a secret for so long. She said 
she thought that an appeal to him - as a onetime child - might spur 
him to speak. At least to a mom. 

"I need to know what happened," Patty Wetterling said. "And, 
perhaps, this person needs to tell." 








- To read the full text of Patty Wetterling's letter, visit 
http.VAvww.startribune. cotn/ntetro. 

© Copyright 1998 Star Tribune. All rights reserved. 
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4D STAT E/REGION Argus Leader. Stoux Falls, South Oakota, Friday, Oct 23,1998 


Patty Wetterling 
puts hope in letter 
nine years after 
son’s kidnapping 

The Associated Press 
ST.JOSEPH,Minn, -PattyWet- 
teriing has founded a foundation 
and raised awareness of missing 1 
children, 

But today, WeSterilBg Just wanti 
p*o pi 5 to remember her u a morn. 

"To the man who took Jacob' is 
how Patty Wetterling begins an 
open Sett cron the 
ninth anniver¬ 
sary of her son's 
abduction. 

Piny Wetter¬ 
ling asked news* 
papm to publish 
the letter on 
Thursday. 

p r have a hard 
time getting 
through artrti* 
THnty dates," 
she wrote, 'Still . 
out knowing where J acob [a, I <o n- , 
time E □ talk to him. Birthdays, hoi- j 
[days, but espmadty now. When 
are you. Jacob? What next? f talk to 
God, praying for Jacob, and even 
stTiiflDlng with trying to pray for 
you. If only I could talk to you.' 

Jacob wou Id be 20 years old now. 

A marked guoman abducted 
Jacob, then ll,dbOot. 22,1989, as 
he. tils brother and a friend rode 
their bikes near the Wetrtrilngs' 
home, 

Neither Jacob nor the man who 
kidnapped him has been found 
despite extensive searches and 
investigation by the FBI. The case 
remains open. 

”1 often wonder does October 22 
mean anything to you? Do you 
re member the young boy you took - 
from ua?" Patty Wetterling wrote. 

She describes how her son 
enjoyed fishing with his father, Jer¬ 
ry, fighting with hia younger broth¬ 
er, Trevor, and playing hockey. 

"I have found some comfort pic¬ 
turing you not as s mean old ugly 
bad guy, but at one time, you were 
on 11-year-old toy," she wrote. 
''Someone's son ... possibly soma 1 
one’s b noth er needing and hep iful - 
ly sharing the love en 11-year-cld 
bey deserves, if this love wasn't 
shared in your family. I'm sorry * 

Entry Wetterling said she wants 
*l o touch that little kid insi de o f this 
man and see i f he would talk to me.” 

She iaEd she hasn’t given up 
hope that Jacob is still olive, ar.d 
she's hoping the man who holds 
the answers to his disappearance 
will come forward. 

She sold she got the idea of writ- 
Inga letter from a newspaperstory 
about another missing child. She 
said she thinks this man must also 
be living with pain and guilt, with 
the difficulty of concealing a secret 
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Son Abducted 9 Years Ago, Mother Hangs On to Hope 
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By DIRK JOHNSON 

T* JOSEPH, Minn, —It is the middle of the night, is Petty Wetterling sits on the living room 
couch, staring out the window, waiting for her boy, Jacob, to come home. 

She has been waiting for nine years. 

■I ilill, deep in my hurt, believe it if poiiible thethe'i alive," Mid M*. Wetterling, who hung laeob'a 
rtoeking from the flreplsw mental again this year, aa ahe doea every Cbriatmaa jeeaon. "Sometimes I 
wok out the wind aw and expect to s« him come running up the driveway, " 

Jacob was 11 years old when he was abducted by a man with a gun in this small town on Oct 22, 

1989. His brother, Trevor, who was 10, and a friend, Aaron, ll, were with Jacob that night. The three 
boys wwa riding thdr bicycle home from the Tom Thumb convenience store, where they bed rented a 
movie, “Naked Gun," when a man wearing i mask stepped cut of a driveway. The man told Trevor and 
Aaron to run, or he would shoot them, And that he too Sc Jaaob. 

No arrest has ever been made. No body has ever boon found. All that remains is uncertainty. 

ForthcWettarliog family, the uncertainty has meant nearly a decade of Z& lived fo the hatf-atep* not 
quite here, not quite there,, reluctant to lose thcntselvef completely to the moment, moving ahead with 
daily routines, because there is no choice, learning to ring again, even to laugh, but never a freely, or 
lightly, m before, 

Theirs is the burden of doubt known to people who live with mysterious holes in the family fabric, 
voida that go unexplained, leaaes that are never properly mourned; people who can only wonder it what 
became of a father, last known living in soma faraway piano, or a litter, tormented by emotjottai 

demons until vanishing lain the strati, or a child, who went out to play one day and tomdrow croiecd 
paths with evil. 

Jacob Erwin Wetterling w u bom on Feb, ] 7,1978, a boy who liked to celebrate his birthday with his 
grandpa, who loved to fish with his dad, Jerry, who slept with one arm around his brother, Trevor. 

A great fen of sports, he played soccer, hockey, baseball and football, and «o worshiped Marcus Allen, 

the max Los Angeles running back, that he named his dog Marcus, and drcwcd the pup In i Raidcris 
jersey, 

He could icver eat enough peanut butter or guaounola. He wu Gunou, nound the hou» for playing 
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8on Abduoted 9 Ywi Ago, Mother Hangs Oo to... 

tricka on hit mother for April Fool*, and for miking her beautiful artwork for Mother* Day, 
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l n * ‘Wustun of the ibeth gredcr In Hue town 75 miieo north of Mtoneapolie, Entity drew hundred* of ^ 

iw offlcitlt, But the we no longer geti much attention, II hias faded from the heedlmn in 11 

fot 181 IuIfed out y«n ago. Only the local iherifft department I / ■ 

■ 

But Petty end Jerry Wetterling keep looking. 

tw r™!™ 18,1 ,ly «> W»nd Couldn't go on anymore," said Mi Wetterling. "It wu too hard. I puQed 
me coven up over my head and deotded I mi never going to get outofthat bed again." 

But then jhe environed Jieob. He wn huddled in a comer, laying he wai going to give up. 

* 

And ihe found bcrscirspeeking out loud: "Hold on, Jacob. We're going to find you." 
tlo^^y^° Ut ^ W “ d ^ k * d ^ r, “ dwentouttoliodhim '" ,,l '“ iA 'Andftaftwhat 

bUW I ? d ^ 81 MMtrucdan «i'ec shopping mails, Mi. Wetterling looks for a 
blue eyee, probably about 6 feet tall now, with a 21at birthday jun 

4 

***£? * foundation, Jacob* Hope, which feeuw on the plight of miiaing end exploited 
chorea, a forum ih atgi vethcra chance to talk with law enfereetnent officer* arrow the nation wd 
teep her acn i cum from being forgotten. 

* 

IT' non ° b “ pt “ od : *** Thwe m f^P’e who can, f>om all overtha country, 

^ y think they have seer Jacob, sometime* lending pictures. There are oon artists who call and 
aik about a reward. There are wdittie pnuikaten who call to try to twin their mlndi. 

The Wetteriings came home one night and awftehed on the answering machine. The voice of ayouna 
mto th * tSlepl,Dn ’‘ " rhis is JiCob W “ 1ofUn 6." he laid. "And 1 want you to kno^Tm* 

The WetterHnga felt certain it wai not Jacob, but there remained a ihred of wonder. 

"Ks been io long," Mi Wetterling said. "Would we recognize hie voice?" 

The police traced the eall and determined it was bogus. 

Plenty of psyuhioa have called, wane looking for self-promotion, some apparently driven by a misguided 
nope to help bring an end to thdr doubt*. 

i 

"Jacob is cold and dead/ said one caller, who identified himself as a psychic in New York. 

Ms. Wetterling responded with outrage, 

y ? U ? ud M ? e eittin S in N** York,” she said, "you decide to call and tell me to 

juct quit and give up/ 

Before the horror of the abduction, the Wetterlings led a seemingly charmed fife, * popular and 
handsome family with a seme ofplayfulneM and idealism. 

‘ f biro P / rsctorwill, cB row 'ng b mine is is town, wm president orthe loeal branch of 

me NAACP. His wife, a former maih teacher, stayed home with the children, was president of the PTA 
ana & soccer coach. 

The eldest child, Amy, was tailing through school like a yacht. Jacob and Trevor were confident and 
happy-go-lucky. The youngest, Carmen, raced at life like fire aoross the prairie. 

But then osme the eirthquike. in the werdi ef «n suntin Sin Frendeeo, thst never stopped. 

Amy started to euiy the world oo her ihouldert, driven to exeel in everything ihe did, certain itwti her 
role to make the world right Cermen begen to withdrew weirdly, eepeclally u the neared • ■ • 11. 
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Son Abducted 9 Yews Ago, Mother Htngi Onto... 


^° Ut TreVor ‘ Theylook#d hira in ft# Hid Hiked to him about.the 

bduotlon, the night when Hji parents utd poUee officer* asked him • thousand questions.. 

s*•" *”*•“ “»■ 

pIa yH, * loal,# on li ' 9 traveling teem. When it eemc Trevor's 
him to jorn the travel team, he suited up. skated once around the rfnk, and wslkedcft 

"I quiV he told his fither, and never went back. 

S n t a nSL i l 5 l Cl0U f. S i ,te U " iv ^ , !'y'i urt 10 mile* toms home. He has never much liked to be 
alone, a trot hie mother calls "a survival skill/ and he has not wanted to go far Com home. 

oham5SsSr^ b * ^ " WnmKd #W > 0M ^ winning the Central Lakes Conference 

SiSS*” ° r l tM l b rcbbK! ^ of the innocence of his classmates, a burden they seemed to canv 

gjgEg;^ 

"Somebody has gotto set them free." the principal said. 

Ms. Wetterimg reminded the students about Jacob, a boy who was notaflaid to try anything. 

"Jacob believed in a world of possibility and potential,’ his mother said. "Let your spirits soar." 

" H * d h “ ; hMg * without W» i«- Ho lost his grandpa [sst year. 

S gfflttiiSSBgjw f 5 

SSd notfj^!’? d l rnOVing, i nS 5 to b. th« When Jacob come. homo. And 

scsi sses? p na number ' dMpite *° me ° fth5 ««* ^ ** *• 

4 

"KJdi do come home," Mi WctteriJng uil "And the>* do heal." 

^UO f ^thln^wtr , r!!^!! , ' # ^'7?* <iown *°^ rito * l<rttef to *«*'* abduotor, an appeal she intended 
rowuon tnal shred of compassion his mother hopea exists in every human being. 

rmnimtedthesMiwt^ ifft' it 8 ? ,h ! ‘f?’ whieh vm P riate<lln !om » Minnesota newspapers. She 

iSS^taXS 1 !? 1 ^ * H~»a tar. »d a. JZE, 

1 t0 ' ct ?° oU lot offln 8* or I would be swallowed up in it," she wrote, 

kmg that h* call hsr and tell her whst happened to her son. "You have held the answers for so lorx 
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Son Abducted 9 Yetn Ajc, Mother Htngi On to... 

b 

Youilw hold the polo, Pleu# talk tom*/ 

* 

The fireplace glowed with red wiben, windi whipping actors the frozen prairie, 19 »he gazed out the 
window Into the darkneaf* 

*1 think the world In about rcidy for a miracle/ aha said h Let it be here/ 
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FROM STAFF REPORTS 


I nvestigators in the 1989 abduc¬ 
tion of Jacob .Wetterling are 
taking a look at Shakopee man 
who was .charged this week with 
possessing child pornography on 
his computer and who bears some 
resemblance to a sketch of the 
man who abducted Wetterling, 

"We actually are checking into 
^his person, but it’s not because of 
( the similarities in the composite" 
Stearns County Sheriff Jim Kos- 
^trdba said Wednesday. “We rou¬ 
tinely check into people who are 
arrested for anything to do with 
child pornography or child moles¬ 
tation ” 

Richard Feit, 56, was charged 
after police found thousands of 
child pornography imaged on his 
workplace computer in Blooming¬ 
ton. 

Kostreba said he has seen the 
photo of Feit and would not say he 
had a strong resemblance to either 
of two sketches from the Wet ter i- 
ing abduction. 

“The composite Isn't really the 
big thing for us anymore/' Kostre¬ 
ba said. l 

Wetterling was taken at glim, 

’ point by a man on Oct. 22, 1989, 
near the 11-year-old’s St. Joseph- 
home, Two witnesses provided in¬ 
formation that helped police com^ 
pose two sketches of the suspect. 

Kostreba ^aid investigators al¬ 
ready have begun looking into 
Feit's background but haven't 
made any ■ determination about 
.whether he may have been in¬ 
volved in the Wetterling abduc¬ 
tion. , 

He said a woman from'Wiscon¬ 
sin called and said the picture of 
Feit on television Monday‘ night 
looked like the sketch of the Wet¬ 
terling abductor. 

“Apparently, some, people still 
have these sketches/’ Kostreba 
said. “That’s, good. We don’t mind 
that the case gets this attention.’’ 







LAW ENFORCEMENT CENTER 

807 Courthouse Square 
P.O. Box 217 

St. Cloud, MN 56302-0217 


Stearn s County Sheriffs Office 

John Sanner, Sheriff • Bruce Bechtold, Chief Deputy 


STEARNS COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
NEWS MEDIA RELEASE 
February 26, 2004 


n October 2003, the Stearns County Sheriff's Office received information that led to the identification 
of a Potential suspect vehicle in the abduction of Jacob Wetterling. The vehicle had remained 
unidentified for approximately 14 Vi years and the vehicle's potential involvement in the abduction 
remained unclear. Since October 2003 continued investigation has led investigators to believe 
that the vehicle in question, and the driver, were not involved in the abduction. With this new 
information the investigation has refocused to examine potential local suspects that reside or did 
-side within a reasonable distance of the abduction site and could have accomplished the abduction 
/'thout a vehicle. This does not completely eliminate the possibility that a vehicle was used although 
m light of the new information that possibility has diminished. Since October potential suspects that 
meet the criteria have and continue to be reexamined by investigators from the Stearns County 
Sheriffs Office working in conjunction with agents from the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal 
pprehension and the FBI. All individuals subjected to this refocused scrutiny have been identified 
for years as potential suspects and have never been satisfactorily cleared. 


The immediate advantage of this approach is that the investigative efforts have been channeled and 

focused on a much smaller group of potential subjects. Working within this group of suspects 

investigators have conducted recent interviews, gathered additional evidence and received new 
information. 


This investigationi is ongoing and the public is strongly encouraged to call the Jacob Wetterlinq 
Foundation at #(320) 363-0470 or the Stearns County Sheriff's Office at #(320) 259-3700 with any 
information regardless of how. trivial it might seem. In most cases, this being no exception, public 
input is critical. Your information could prove to be the missing puzzle piece needed by investiqators 
to resolve this case and provide closure for the family and community. 


■Emergency: (320) 251-4240 • Administrative Office: (320) 259-3700 Fax: (320) 259-3786 • Civil O. 
Defective: Fax: (320) 259-3963 • Jail Administrative: (320)259-3750 Fax: (320) 259-3782 • E 


^/no, 

:: (320)259-3720 Fax: (320) 656-6680 
: john.sanner@co.stearns.mn.us 
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No evidence links Devlin oth 
children 

i ask force still chasing leads 


t missing 


Frldsv 200? 10:25 AM COT 

Authorities say they have no evidence that 
Michael Devlin is linked to any other 
missing children. 

SJng chi" DeVl, " ,, p °“ ib '« W-iection B oBer 
said Franklin Si* PreScuK?SobftittSw’* 'if' ’ “ ome ' "“"a «*Mn ■ 

week to 85 state and federal charges of kldnann 41 i 0 Klrkwoocl ' beaded guilty this 
assault, attempted murder and productnq cl^d nomn 3 '^ cr!minai action . sexual 
, now 16, of Rich woods Mo arid pomo 9^Phy 'n me abductions of 

1 f 13, or Beaufort 

----- ^-;^vo, ement ln o,H„ cases, s, 

9 Sald there s also no evidence he wasn't. 

there ale ot£S? ^ kWs a " d *«• 3,1 he ' s *«,■ McCullough said. 1 suspect 
cage's. S att ° meyS dSny their client has an Y connection to other missing or abducted child 
Lincdn counties, Missouri St Lcuis a "d 

Authorities said DevimTa^cafo^ from near his home in 20n 1 

traveled to Michigan in 2001.. h h femily ln that area - Devlin apparently 

In October 1989, Ja C0 b Wetterlina n n fQh i , 

man while he was riding his bike with friends ° Sep ^ M ' nn " was abducted by an armed 


he task force also locked into other area missing child cases. 


SaSd^arSis^oSn MoscowS^o^nLin"/ ^ ^ hfe bi ^ a a 
-9 when he disappeared whj|s riding 

Authorities said Devlin traveled widely in Lincoln and St Charles counties. 
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Sex offenders (£speT<a!^ do-goodsrs of the woild 

Why then are they being released and a'dwed T^nm/fiT * fTOm the,radd ' to - 

SC ^ C 1 n^ p ' Sy ' What You don 't think they are c=t-iv b rf °° ' r0m where k)ds 9° fo 
a kid 1,001 ft away? Wake u P people!! 11 Lock them i 3 Veh,cfe snd Sl1a ^,ng 

k l jc„ mem up and throw away the key." 

wrote on Oof j 7 . 2007 10:43 p.yy 
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^ueviin s case, there may never 

lowers to some basic 
questions — Why did he do it? 
can anything be learned? Were 
there oEh er Vrcfom? Devon's 

^mey 3 have said ihelr client writ 
not talk again with investigators. 

Some of these questions stem 
from an intense interest that has 
built since the case burst i ntn 
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The search for dues in Devlin's personal histo^ also have proven fruitless. 
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So the questions linger 

^ JerEmy K ° h,er ' - - -Sica Bock of the Pos , Dlspatch 


more jobs 


tfrankel@post-dispatch.com | 314-340-8110 


Httn*/AxA5inxr 


/ j i . 


<Y\/3l\ 


^ winji 




- - 


iSol^ itWith0UrM ^ r d.A P ply 


j ^ciE'ons. 
'www.Oj'chsrdEank. 


GnJiae - instant 


_ ..._ 


earn 


i 1 




Check ^ V.ur N ew I 


, WWW ,Lo^er% BNrs.com 
■->—» r __ 


■ - ■•■■■ 




t 

f 

1 

'-'■=-*±-- ■ ■ :T.-fcu- Cj. ^-,1 


-Think youYe too busy? Take nasc^e n ■ 

|Free rnfc), U3ssef£ Online, it’s Easy (Get ! 


wvv w .ciassesU5A.ccrn 






i 


* »-* ■■ 


f B J 


T V' 




See yours for $q 

i^^^dltScor^.com 


-Fndi; ? 

^ rriotsf 1 
© 0 Clock Stir 


f\ * _r 

-c;; rif;OC- 


Subwibf: 

HrnsiJ i 


J* !j! ( i 

'■ .. I ■ - 

! jCi (OlO-'jtS 

jvVjc-J^f 

i ;■., ■ 

' j '■ 1 -iljj j^- 


What's this? 

is Cybook! 

S i.C bek; 


- c Si# 


httnr/Vwwu;- ntr —--, /_x1 J.. 7 




Print Version 


% 9 - 


Page 1 of2 


/;■ 

n 

v-O \';s. 



V7 


St Joseph • Sartell • Waite Park * East Side 


Print 


St. Joseph native says running makes him better trumpet player 

✓ 

by Ralph Bell 

Thursday, June 5, 2008 2:35 PM EDT 

decades!" "" ^ ™ Marath °" “■ a <*— 

1 

n^idVJfhJ 0 ^ T ident °! St i 0Seph ' remembers swimming in Avon as a kid, watching trains as they 
passed nsafby, wondanng where they were off to. ^ 

US S< l m k iJ° Vea 7 ' ater and here he was ' runnin 9 a 26.2-mile race on the trackless stretch of soil 

that used to catch his eye from the beach area. 0 

SbbS^^ made flne f0od for thought - J' ust what he needed to keep a "positive 

bubble around him, a bubble Rassier purposely creates for protection during his long-distance runs. 

"From running, I've learned so much about myself," he said. "You learn about your body, but you also learn 
how you think. Because when you're running such long distances your negative Imagination can do tricks on 

"Today I was feeling that second wind you hear runners talk about," he said. "And then I hit mile 24 and it 
disappeared. I was a dead man, just dead in my tracks. You start dragging your feet And it's bad for 

back then fknow^l^ inlroubTe' 2 ^ Y ° U Want t0 f ° CUS ° n What ' S ahead ' But as soon as 1 >°° k 

So you invent things to pass a little bit of the time," Rassier said. "You kind of drift off into another world." 

o'n^ r|n9 A th ^ ,ast . two m j fes '" he said - " l was running a good race and then I started losing it, 
osmg the energy And you learn how to control what you're thinking, to keep it going and not stop You 
learn a lot about how you deal with adversity " y emu nut stop, rou 


You also learn a lot about how to deal with pain. 

"They call this (Wobegon Trail) a trail marathon," Rassier said. "But it 
it. 


's so tame you can't really get hurt on 


"A 'trail' marathon is like running on the Superior Hiking Trail," he said. "Now that's where you can get hurt 
There s rocks and tree roots to deal with there. 9 

watching every step ^ trail '”' he Sa ‘ d ' " l W3S running and there were two guys behind me. And you're 

^Mi?w re W3S 9r t SS k J nd ° f peeking over £he rocks ^ and I caught a rock. I was going down a hill, and all 1 
could do was grab onto a tree while I was airborne. It was a rotten Birch tree, and I took the middle section 

out of it. But it prevented me from falling on my back. I landed on my feet and the tree came down on me. 
aht^Stn^kept go?ng S " Y ° U ^ r ' 9ht?/And 1 sa ^ d ’ ' Is my back al1 cut up?'And they said, ‘No, it's 

The 30-year Cold Spring elementary band instructor said he would have crawled across the finish line if he 
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had to. 

W T l he har u dest one t0 finish because I was hurting so bad from falling," Rassier said "You 
timi? ft V fSet UP WhSn Y0U<re mnnin9 a marathon like that, and I didn't. I felt like eight or nine 

Schooli a ndStS?,?' P !. te the exhaustion and pain he's learned to fight through, the Apollo High 
School and St. Cloud State graduate keeps running and running and running. y 

»melhing h ilkl 21M22 late n°ow[- 2 ° ra " S fr ° m MarCh thr0U9h November '" Rasste ' sa “’ ™ 

K as™? yea'^ass b^ratten lonSo"? ^ remln ‘ lers ° f this badb ''° r '= ^ <° R «p pushing 

I ran a marathon not too long ago in a blizzard up in Brainerd," Rassier said. "It was a blizzard I'm tellina 
you. And I remember at mile five or six saying, ’This might be one I’m not going to finish I’m iolng te die 
running on this siippery stuff/ And then all of a sudden you start realizing, ’Hey? I’m feeling prS Lod ’ 
And you pass a runner or two. And you go, ’Wow! Hey! Maybe I'll win!' 9 P V 9 

Rassier, arguably one of the best trumpet players in central Minnesota, said he caught the runninq buo while 
attending graduate school at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 9 9 


"I remember running with other trumpet players," he said. "The players that were really good said 'Hey 
you wanna go for a run? And I can remember running with them and thinking, 'Wow this is interestina ' 
Because I would kind of run, but it was usually on the farm, running around doing stuff 9 ‘ 

Irn n°idf ay 1 ru " ner because 1 wanted t0 be healthy," he said. "But it really does help my 

trumpet playing Like today, (during the Lake Wobegon Trail Marathon) when I was pumping air - it Y 

definitely has helped my support. I'm a trumpet player and I'm getting old now. But I can play better than 
I ve ever played, because of that, I think." y 

in l" 1 " 015 ln ' 78 ' Rassier ’ a music ma i° r (affectionately called 
Mr. Bee Bop by students throughout his career) applied for jobs all over the country. 

"And wouldn't you know, I ended up getting a job in Cold Spring," he said. "Bingo!" 

Rassier says residing here for all but two collegiate years of his life, says it all. 

"I've traveled a lot," he said. "And with all the traveling I've done it's made me appreciate where we live I 
know we ve got it really nice, right here in central Minnesota." 

nf a |h«R S n ? r « was St v ]ose Ph's only entrant participating in the first annual Lake Wobegon Trail Marathon. Out 

ttan hlmsSfTS sS^placeS’hlghlf ^ Pla “' '" lth 3 " ma ° f 3:39:33 ' °" ly ° na other ™ ner °" 3er 

SinStS'resTof my life?" * A " d ' a "" ayS " nW my rac “' ° ne way or a "° ther - r " P robab 'y be 
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Returning home 


Aaron Larson returns to Slayton after year in Iraq 

3 ye f r defendin 9 his countr y' st a« Sgt Aaron Larson is home from Iraq and able to hold his little bov 
years Q “ ethln9 that means a lot t0 a man who offered the loss of his boyhood friend, Jacob Wetterling, when he was just 1 / 



JackieT^nth^rTnH ? ff = S9t if™ i fT' If'" 1 h ° me in Slayton on Frida * after a * sar in lra <L He is Pictured here with his fiancee 
Jackie Tentinger and 2-year-old son Amkan. (Justine Wettschreck/Dailv Globe 1 ) 

RELATED CONTENT 


• Larson home from Iraq 

* . Add a comment (3) 


SLAYTON - After spending a year defending his country, Staff Sgt. Aaron Larson is home from Iraq and 

able to hold his little boy close - something that means a lot to a man who suffered the loss of his boyhood 
friend, Jacob Wetterling, when he was just 11 years old. 

Larson came home to Slayton on Friday morning and was greeted with flags, balloons and family. Saturday 

morning, he sat in his living room and talked about his son, his time in Iraq, and the event that altered his 
life. 


He has changed a lot,” Larson said, watching his 2-year-old son Anikan scamper through the living room 
with mom in pursuit. "I came home in November for his birthday, but he has changed even since then.” 

Larson, a member of the U.S. Army Reserves, served as a Technical Engineer Specialist with the Third 

Expedition Sustainment Command (ESC) at the joint base in Balad, where he worked to make sure the 

17,000 military men and women had what they needed to complete their missions. Larson’s job was to 

review construction projects over $250,000, but he was also able to work with local Iraqi people on smaller 
projects. 

“I liked meeting the people, and getting a feel for their lifestyle," he stated. “It was interesting to ask them 

questions. We talked about how their lives have changed in the last few years, and I heard from them about 
how things are improving.” 

At an old Iraqi Air Force base just 60 kilometers north of Baghdad, Larson met local people who were 
grateful for the presence of the U.S. Military personnel - who said infrastructure has improved and jobs are 
becoming available. Meeting people who are happy about the U.S’s involvement was a good feeling for 





Larson, who said he could understand how being military personnel in areas where their presence was 
resented must be frustrating, especially for men and women who would rather be home with their families. 

"You want to go over and accomplish so many things," Larson said in a wistful way. “There is so much you 
can see that needs doing. 1 ' 

The hardest part about being away was the separation from his son and his fiancee Jackie Tentinger, who 
has had a long year of being Anikan’s only parent. 

"It’s a big, huge sigh of relief," Tentinger said of having Larson home. "It has been a year of me and Anikan, 
and now I can say, 'OK, your turn.' And it is so nice to hear Anikan say, 'Daddy.'" 

But I ve missed out on so many little things," Larson commented. “Things I'm never going to get back." 

Unlike some military deployments, Larson was able to communicate on a regular basis with family and 
friends via email and phone, which helped make his time away easier to bear. 

Some of the guys called home daily," he explained. “I talked to Jackie every couple of days and could email 
almost 24/7, because I was on a computer every day." 

When he was called to active duty a year ago, he was given nine days of advance warning of his 
deployment, which caused wedding plans to be left by the wayside. 

“Our wedding was planned for Sept. 9,” Larson said. "But obviously the Army isn't going to plan around my 
schedule. We’ll work on setting a new date now.” 

Bom in Murray County, Larson moved with his family when he was 4 or 5 years old, he said. The family 

settled in St. Joseph, and he became best friends with Jacob Wetterling. Larson was 11 when he, Jacob and 

Jacob's 10-year-old brother Trevor rode their bikes to a convenience store to rent a video. On that Sunday, 

uct 22,1989, a masked man approached with a gun and ordered all three to throw their bikes into a ditch 
and lay down on the ground. 

He asked each boy his age. Trevor and Larson, one at a time, were told to run toward a nearby wooded 

area and not look back or else he would shoot them. They ran, but they looked back to see the man grab 
Jacob and drag him away. 

Now 31 years old and with a child of his own, Larson wonders if he will be too overprotective as a parent, 

and understands how difficult it must have been for his mother to not hold on too tight after Jacob's 
abduction. 

"What happened changed who I was," he admitted. That one night changed the course of my life." 

When Larson and Trevor ran home that night and reported what had happened, cars began to arrive. The 
Wetterling house was packed with people, he said — authorities, family, media. 

There were police cars everywhere, and every time someone pulled up I would run to the window and look,", 
Larson said. I d expect to see Jacob getting out of the car because he had been found or returned." 



T 

A friend of the families called the media immediately, which Larson said was a good thing. 

“He knew to get the media involved right away," Larson said. "Before, it could take days to get the word out.” 
Larson remembers returning to school the following Tuesday, but not staying for the whole day. 

Everybody looked at me, like they were kind of in awe," he recalled. "I remember getting walked out of the 
school by a police officer, but I’m not sure why. Maybe for protection or something?” 

For the next two weeks, Larson was at the Wetterling house every day, where he said it felt good to be 
around people that understood what he was going through. 

Other people didn't say much to me. I think it was awkward for them,” Larson said. “I was an 11-year old 
boy, and not very emotional." 

Trying to get back to any kind of normalcy was not much of an option, because the person he played sports 
with, hung out with and spent so much time with gone. 

“Normalcy was what I did with that one person,” Larson explained. “He wasn’t there.” 

The uncertainty was difficult, and the experience left him “a little more guarded,” he explained, adding, “I lost 
my best friend.” 

"When it first happened, I was assured he’d be back,” he said. “It wasn't 'if Jacob came back, it was 'when.' 
You never really lose hope. It’s good that they are still looking, because people need resolution.” 

In 2002, Larson moved back to Murray County. In the summer of 2003, he joined the U.S. Army Reserves. 
He liked the idea of the new experiences the reserves might bring. 

“At the time, I was kind of teeter-tottering, and didn’t know which way to go,” he stated. “I’m a competitive 
person and always up for a new challenge, and I thought I could also leam new skills.” 

His mom was surprised to hear he had joined up, but Larson said she is definitely proud of her son. 

“I'm glad I did it," Larson admitted. “I have met a lot of great people." 

Still, he is glad to be home and planning to spend some time with friends and family before heading back to 
his job as a special lines claims adjuster with Progressive. He has been in touch with the company 
throughout his year away, but no specific date has been set as of yet for his return to work. 

"Right now I just want to go to the lake and play and hang out," he said, cuddling a wiggly Anikan close 
before setting him free to run. 'While I was gone, Jackie would ask Anikan 'Where's Daddy?” and he would 
point to a picture, even when I came home for his birthday and was sitting right there. Now he points to me." 

“Now that Daddy is home, Anikan doesn’t want to let him out of his site,” Tentinger interjected, smiling at her 
two men, back together again. 



Tags: state and region, news, aaronlarson, homecoming, armyreserve, jacobwetterling 
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Break in 20-Year-Old Missing Boy Case? 

@NEWS 

v/acob Wetterling: A Break in 20-Year-Old Missing Boy 
Case? 


Wetterling Was 11 When Abducted at Gunpoint 20 Years Ago 
By BRIAN BRAIKER 
June 30,2010 — 

investigators combed over a St Joseph, Minnesota, property today near where 11-year-old Jacob Wetterling was 
abducted m 1989. & 


Ne ,'lr b ?! S rep ° rt ® d ein § several unmarked law enforcement vehicles there earlier today, and video footage shot by 

a ABC.News St. Paul .affiliate KSJP-TV showed as many as 17 vehicles, all-terrain vehicles and trailers on the 
grounds. 


Officals from the Steams County Sheriffs Office told KSTP-TV and other local media that 
operation could be released because of a court order. 


no details about the 


FBI spokesman E.K. Wilson told The Associated Press that the FBI is assisting in search warrant operations in the 

Investigators seemed to be focusing on what appeared to be furniture and barrels taken from a building on the 
property, the station reported. 


Jacob was abducted on Oct. 22, 1989, as he, his brother Trevor and a friend were returning home on their bicycles 
trom picking up a video. It was the first time Jacob had been out alone at night on his bike. 

On the return home, according to the other boys, a masked gunman stopped all three - and then drove off with 


All that remained of him 
then nothing. 


on the gravel road was a spot where Jacob's footprints seemed to show resistance. And 


Over the past two decades, Jacob’s mother, Patty Wetterling, has sustained herself with hope. 


We hope for Jacob for all of our grandkids, for every child who's home safe today and every child who's missing 
she said in an interview with "Nightline" last October on the 20th anniversary of the boy's disappearance 


II 


T i i 1 I | ^ ^ 3 and three grandchildren gathered 

Joseph home m the lead-up to the anniversary to honor Jacob. 


at their rural St. 


Over the years, his mother has found her voice, and her mission: to find Jacob and help protect other children. 

r !°n? f le ask> ' How d0 you d ° it?l How could 1 not?" She said. "Every parent knows, you would do anything 
Wedl Hn ^n 1 l ren ’ iw° Ur anyth, " g tM got to be a little more than we ever would have dreamed, but you continue. 

We 11 do anything that we can to find him." 


http://abcnews.go.com/print7idM 1058667 
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Jacob Wetterling's Family Holds on to Hope 20 Years Later 

sex offenl" f °^ on ^ JaCob ' S name ‘ And 15 years ag0 she hel P ed P ass a bi ” that requires states to 
* ffend f r u eglstries> She works closely with the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 

abducted by^trangers^ ^ appr ° Ximately 100 children a >’ ear who according to Justice Department estimates are ’ 

must not^Children 0 dotcome^back^hVsdd^ 6 'b^ ° f finding missing kids diminishes with time - but *at hope 
captivity ' tbC m ° St rCmarkable Cases 0f its kind > Ja y cee Dugard was reunited with her family after 18 years of 

'I Think About Him Every Day' 

'When Jaycee was found, it was just this exclamation point to our statement," Wetterling said "There are missing 
kids out there, it's our job to find them and she did it. She survived some really horrible things andTe cS?t. " § 

Jaycee was on the cover of People magazine, her smile amazingly similar to her smile as a child. 

matter'i^enedln “ ‘'71°™ u P T a " d that ' S * great starting P oint '" Wetterling said. "And no 
uncondWolliovt"' ' * C °“ ld aWay thoSe flrst 11 years and she drew '"“Sy from that, that 

V here arepewer leads y«r. But the Wetterlmgs hang on. Since Jacob vanished 

y not changed their P hone number, or moved, in case he tries to contact them. 

tat gives her the ability to keep going and keep hoping? 

"How can I not?" she said. "As a searching parent, you just never give up on your child, ever." 

The Associated Press contributed to this report. 

Copyright © 2010 ABC News Internet Ventures 
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Investigators search site near Wetterling abduction | Minnesota Public Radio NewsQ 
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Investigators search site near Wetterling abduction 

by Madeleine Baran, Minnesota Public Radio 
June 30, 2010 


S u-i jTj Mmn ’ Alarge contin Sent of law enforcement officials unexpectedly returned to the scene of one of Minnesota's most notorious 
child kidnappings Wednesday, but remained silent about the status of the case or the reason for their latest search. 

FBI agents^, sheriffs officials, and the state's Bureau of Criminal Apprehension arrived at the St. Joseph, Minn, property with a sealed search 
warrant. The property is near the site where 11-year-old Jacob Wetterling was abducted in 1989. 

FBI Special Agent E.K. Wilson confirmed that FBI agents are assisting with the search, but declined to say whether it was related to the 
unsolved kidnapping. 


Aerial photos taken by the St. Cloud Times show as many as 17 vehicles, all-terrain vehicles and trailers on the site Wednesday afternoon. 
A few vehicles have left, but two sheriffs cars remained parked in the driveway. Officials said they don’t know when the search will end. 
Patty Wetterling, Jacob's mother, said she learned of the search Wednesday morning. 


m't honestly think there's any break in this case," she said. "This is just what you do. You have a cold case. You go back to the beginning 
over and over. And I think there's some other people way back at the beginning that they're also going to be checking out." 

Jacob Wetterling was abducted at gunpoint on Oct. 22,1989 near the entry to the property's driveway. He was 

biking home with his brother and a friend when a masked man with a gun stopped them and told them to get off 
their bikes and lie face down in a ditch. 

I f. ♦ 

I After telling the man how old they were, 10-year-old Trevor Wetterling and n-year-old Aaron Larson were told to 

J run away. They never saw Jacob again. 





Patty Wetterling , 
Jerry Wetterling 


The Stearns County website lists the property's owners as Robert and Rita Rassier. A woman answered the phone at 
the property this afternoon, but immediately hung up. 


Another family member, Daniel Rassier, is listed at the same address and serves as the St. 
website. 


Joseph treasurer, according to the county's 


Wetterling said the Rassiers lived on the property at the time of the kidnapping and have farmed the land for decades. 

"They're wonderful people," she said. "It's got to be really painful for them as well." 

Stearns County Chief Deputy Bruce Bechtold declined to say why law enforcement officials are at the property. 

"We're conducting an investigation and the details of that investigation are restricted by a court order and we 
cannot discuss it,” he said. 

Bechtold said he has "no idea how long" investigators will remain on the property. He said it's possible that the 
investigation could continue tomorrow. Wilson also confirmed that the investigation is ongoing. 

Patty Wetterling said she's thankful that law enforcement officials continue to search for her son, who would be 22 
years old this year. 

"This is just an ongoing painful thing for a lot of people," she said, "And we need to know one way or another." 

fW/ 


http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2010/06/30/wetterling-abduction-search/ 
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Wetterling Investigation Shakes Community 

Updated: Wednesday, 30 Jun 2010, 9:45 PM CDT 
Published : Wednesday, 30 Jun 2010, 9:45 PM CDT 

ST. JOSEPH, Minn. - It has been over 20 years since Jacob Wetterling went missing from his town, St Joseph The 
community is hoping that one of the leads will close the wounds for good 

Over the years, there have been numerous leads in the Wetterling case, but residents have never forgotten what 
happened. y 


“We thought it was in the past and it was unfortunate," said St. Joseph resident Chris Jacobsen. “We didn't know a 
whole lot about it-then it resurfaced and brings up some questions. 


On Wednesday, investigators began to search the abduction site, where Wetterling was kidnapped in October of 

to !t are n °‘ Say ' n9 Wh3t th6y 3re searchin 9 for . but Wetterling’s father, Jerry, believes authorities want 

to start from the beginning of the case. 


It is all just so overwhelming," said Jerry Wetterling. 


Investigators at Jacob Wetterling Abduction Site in St. 
Joseph, MN 


Updated; Wednesday, 30 Jun 2010, 10:00 PM CDT 
Published : Wednesday, 30 Jun 2010, 4:11 PM CDT 


ST. JOSEPH, Minn. - Jacob Wetterling was abducted nearly 21 years ago. Wednesday 

property near the 1989 abduction site in one of the more active days of the investigation 
Wetterling's disappearance. 


investigators converged at a 
and search since 


Investigators have been at the home on the 29000 block of 91st Avenue in St. Joseph since 8:15 a.m. Wednesday 
spokesman E.K. Wilson says the FBI is assisting in search warrant operations in the area. 


9 W nSn COn r d r n9 3R inVestigation in the Jose Pb area," Steams County Chief Deputy Bruce Bechtold told FOX 
9. Details of the investigation are restricted by a court order. We can not comment on anything further," 


HW Si r’’ W m T“ tHe Pr ° Perty With hiS Wife ' t0 ' d the St Cl0Ud Times inv ^ 3 ators were at his home, but 

!e ides A?! Wan l t ° ! SCUSS SitUati ° n fUrth6r Aeria ' photogra P hs taken by the newspaper show as many as 17 

vehicles, ATVs and trailers on the St. Joseph property. 


t Patty Wetter ' ln9 t0ld F ° X 9 ' s Maury Glover the Rossiers are "wonderful people." She said Wednesday's activities at 

Rita wereln Fur 6 ^>7 ' *? 3 family member who was investigated early on, but said she thinks Robert and 

Kita were in Europe at the time of Jacob's disappearance. 

Wetterling said she is glad investigators are going back to square one and glad people still care. 

On October 22nd, 1989,11-year-old Jacob Wetterling was riding his bike near his home in St Joseph Jacob his 

waThomeThev' Tr6V ° r ' T ^ ^ ^ 3 m ° ViS 3nd b ° U9ht cand V at the Tom Thumb store. On their 

Jinto ft. Y 17 ° ^ “ flUn - He t0 ' d the b ° ys t0 lie in the ditch ' °ne-by-one he told them to 

run into the woods. When Trevor and Aaron looked back, Jacob and the man were gone 


http://www.myfoxtwincities.co 
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Law enforcement converge on site near Wetterling abduction in St. Joseph - TwinCities.com 


_aw enforcement 
converge on site near 
Wetterling abduction in 
St. Joseph 


the man's brother 


Wednesday was the third time authorities searched 
the farm, said Daniel A. Rassier's brother, who 
wouldn't give his own name. 


Neighbors reported seeing several unmarked law 
enforcement vehicles Wednesday morning on the 
property, Aerial photos taken revealed as many as 
17 vehicles, all-terrain vehicles and trailers. 


By Tad Vezner, Rub6n Rosario, Frederick Melo 
and Mara H. Gottfried 
Pioneer Press 


Chief Deputy Bruce Bechtofd of the Stearns County 
Sheriffs Department said he was restricted by court 
order from commenting on the investigation The 
order, he said, was issued by a Stearns County 
judge on Tuesday or Wednesday. 


Updated: 06/30/2010 09:30:17 PM CDT 


a:; i can tell you is we're conducting an 
investigation in the St. Joseph area, and the details 
of that investigation are restricted by a court order,” 
Bechtold sad. 


The FBI is "supporting search warrant operations in 
that area," said E.K. Wilson, FBI spokesman. He said 
he expected the FBI's support of operations to 
continue Thursday. 


The National Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children had "some people on the ground" in St. 
Joseph on Wednesday, "working in support of the 
sheriff and the FBI," said Bob Lowery, executive 
director of the center's missing children division. 

He said the center has had people "in and out of St 
Joseph regularly over the last many 


Jacob Wfcttei-Ung was ndmg hpr.?e an his -non 
heme wi l h Jiis brother sn3 fneac he wg 

ot 16th Averiie (then Avenue Sc 
fnom ins St. Joseph home, on October \.si 
pho r .cg'.;ipned a; the 3 bduct <cn i;te m Si "<- c ->. 
. 09 (Pioneer Press: Richard M&rshi:!l, r-j 1 ;} 


S T. JOSEPH, Minn. — A man who lives at the farn 
where law enforcement with earth-moving 
equipment converged Wednesday gave a ON A s 
ample to investigators several years ago as part of 
the Jacob Wetterling abduction case, according to 


years 


'We're always encouraged by any new leads, but we 
don't want to provide false hopes," Lowery said. 


Advertisement 


uKP QUJt L1 r y 


Print Powered By yjS[Fui ntalDynamics 


http://www.twincities.com/cl_1541171 0?source=most_emailed&nclick. check=l 


7/1/2010 








Law enforcement converge on site near Wetterling abduction in St. Joseph - TwinCities.com 


Page 2 of 4 


TwinCities*com 


’ie property is owned by Robert and Rita Rassier. 
.vita Rassier hung up when contacted by the Pioneer 
Press on Wednesday afternoon. Robert Rassier is 85 
and Rita Rassier is 81. 

Daniel A. Rassier, 54, is the couple's son and lives 
with his parents, who are retired farmers, said Anna 
Reischl, the St. Joseph Township clerk. Daniel 
Rassier, a band teacher, is the St Joseph Township 
treasurer, she said. 

The man who identified himself as a brother of 
Daniel Rassier and lives nearby said Daniel Rassier 
"went through everything, from hypnosis to lie 
detector tests to DNA." He said Daniel Rassier had 
given a DNA sample about eight years ago. 

The man said his parents are "pretty upset They've 
been there their whole life. It really bothers me 
because it really hurts them." He said police had 
been to his parents' property in 1989, 2005 and 
Wednesday. 

When his mother called Wednesday, the man said he 
thought she was joking. "It's the third time; it just w 
on't end. It's getting to the point of harassment." 

A 2008 profile of Daniel Rassier in the St. Joseph 
Newsleaders newspaper, after he had run a 
arathon, said he'd lived in St. Joseph for all but 
vwo years in college. The article, which described 
him as "arguably one of the best trumpet players in 
central Minnesota," said he'd been a Cold Spring, 
Minn., elementary band instructor for 30 years. 

Of the search on the Rassiers' property, Reischl 
said: "It's just kind of unbelievable because that's 
one of the nicest families. They're very caring 
people." 


Former St. Joseph Police Chief William Lorentz on 
Wednesday had only positive things to say about 
Robert Rassier, whom he's known for decades. 

"He was very much a hard working farmer at the 
time, and very much a strong Christian," Lorentz 
said. "He goes to church, I think, daily." 

Jerry Wetterling, Jacob's father, said: "I really don't 
want to get into any particular suspects or people, 
because I really don't know what’s going on over 
there. I just know there's lots of activity 

"When I drove to work this morning, there were five 
or six squad cars on that driveway, and I was 
extremely surprised." 

Jerry Wetterling said previous leads have never 
panned out. 

"There’s been leads that have been pursued 
aggressively for months at a time," he said. "There's 
been over 30,000 leads in this case.... 1 just know 
when there have been leads in the past, law 
enforcement will do whatever they think is necessary 
to pursue that particular lead. We've just been so 
grateful for all the interest and support, in people 
helping out and trying to find out what actually 
happened to Jacob. 

"We've kind of learned for survival that we can't get 
too high or low over any particular leads," he said. 
"Otherwise, we'd be emotional wrecks." 

Jerry Wetterling said he often shares a neighborly 
wave with Robert Rassier on his way to work in the 
morning as the elder man picks up the mail at the 
end of his driveway, but he was less familiar with 
Daniel Rassier. 
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Law enforcement converge on site near Wetterling abduction in St. Joseph - TwinCities.com 


TwinCities«com 


hat s their driveway, where Jacob's last steps were 
i .eery 1 Jerry Wetterling said. "That's the last evidence 
of Jacob being in the area, was right there I'm 
guessing that's why the activity is going on there." 

Lorentz, who was St. Joseph's police chief when 
Jacob was ahducted, said he had no knowledge of 
the latest investigation. He retired from the police 
department years ago, with the Wetterling abduction 
still hanging over his head. 

"I hope they find something," Lorentz said. "(I was) 
always looking forward to having a good lead on 

something, but nothing develops. I just wish them 
luck." 

Lorentz said that over the years, credible leads in 
the Wetterling abduction have been rare. "Not as 
often as I'd like them," he said. 

Jacob Wetterling was 11 when a masked gunman 
abducted him on Oct. 22, 1989, near the entry to 
the driveway of the property. 

Jacob s mother, Patty Wetterling, who was attending 
a workshop Wednesday at the University of 
Minnesota about preventing sexual violence, said 
she'd been notified in the morning about the search. 

Vhen these things happen, it just upsets my 
stomach," she said Wednesday, referring to the 
media attention and the search itself. 

Lawrence Nichols, an Eagan-based defense attorney 
who was a childhood neighbor of Patty Wetterling, 
said the burden of proof necessary to excavate 
private property was no greater than to do a typical 
police search of a home or office. 

You just need a search warrant.... Haven't you ever 


Advertisement 


seen 'Cops'? They can go in with a sledgehammer., 
The most egregious one I’ve heard is a case where 
they knocked out the side of a building with a front- 
end loader," Nichols said. 

"They need probable cause to get a warrant, and 
probable cause is basically, ’It's likely that fruits, 
evidence or instrumentality of the crime might be 
found here, 1 " he said. "It's the judge's call." 

The last development in the case came in January 
2009, when news broke about a Milwaukee, Wis., 
man with a possible link to Jacob's case. Vernon 
Seitz, who had confessed to killing two children in 
the 1950s and died in December 2008, was found 
to have news clippings and photos of young Jacob, 
along with child pornography and books on 
cannibalism, in his home. 

But Milwaukee police said they found no connection 
between Seitz and Jacob’s abduction or any other 
child abduction. Stearns County Sheriff John Sanner 
said in January 2009 that his office worked with 
Milwaukee police and agreed there was no reason to 
believe Seitz was involved in Jacob's kidnapping. 

The fate of Jacob Wetterling, who would now be 32, 
remains unknown. His is the most notorious 
missing-child case in Minnesota. 

Jacob was with his brother and a friend when he was 
abducted just a half-mile from his home in St. 

Joseph, in central Minnesota. The gunman stepped 
out of the woods and disappeared with Jacob, who 
has never been heard from since. 

Jacob's name has become synonymous with missing 
and vulnerable children, leading to the formation of 
the Jacob Wetterling Foundation by his parents, 

Jerry and Patty Wetterling, in 1990. Patty Wetterling 
nas twice been a congressional candidate, losing to 
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Law enforcement converge on site near Wetterling abduction in St. Joseph - TwinCities.com 
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epublicans Mark Kennedy in 2004 and Michele 
_>achmann in 2006. 

The foundation, which later became the Jacob 
Wetterling Resource Center, merged with the 
National Child Protection Training Center in 
February and its staff members lead community sex 
offender notification forums, among other efforts 
aimed at raising awareness of child sexual 
exploitation and abduction. 

The Wetterlings organized a children's concert last 
year at the College of St Benedict in St Joseph to 
mark the 20th anniversary of their son's abduction. 

Patty Wetterling last year wrote and published a 
book, "Jacob's Hope," which she said was aimed at 
helping her grandchildren understand what 
happened to their uncle. 

Interviewed by the Pioneer Press in October, Patty 
Wetterling said she remains as dumbfounded as 
anyone as to how such a crime could take place in 
small-town America. 

"We don't know what happened," Patty Wetterling 
said. "It's just a whole bunch of 'we don’t knows.' 

There’s no such word as 'closure.' Answers. We 
need answers." 

This story contains information from the Associated 
Press. 
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significant leads. The case remains open. 


Jacob Wetterling timeline 

Last update: June 30, 2010 - 10:36 PM 

Oct. 22,1989: Jacob Wetterling, 11, is 
abducted by a masked man on a road near 
his house in rural St. Joseph, Minn., while 
returning from a Tom Thumb store with his 
brother, Trevor, 10, and friend Aaron Larson, 
11 . 

February 1990: With the help of others, Patty 
and Jerry' Wetterling establish a foundation in 
their son's name to call attention to child 
abduction and abuse. 

August 1994: Patty Wetterling lobbies for a 
bill that would require states to create 
registration programs for sex offenders. 


Over the years, investigators have followed 
up on more than 40,000 leads from 
Minnesota to Europe. They've talked with 
psychics, checked sightings of Jacob 
lookalikes and cleared more than 4,000 
suspects. 

Feb. 17, 2010: 32nd anniversary of Jacob 
Wetterling's birth. 


Sept. 13,1994: Congress passes the bill that 
includes the original Jacob Wetterling Sex 
ffender Registration Act. 

June 1996: Jacob's class graduates from 
Apollo High School in St. Cloud. 

October 1998: Patty Wetterling writes an 
open letter to Jacob's abductor, asking that 
he tell her what happened to her son. The 
letter is published in several newspapers and 
on the Internet, resulting in several 
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Home Searched Near Wetterling; Abduction Site 

Patty Wetterling: "Thank God People Still Care." 

ST JOSEPH, Minn (WCCO) - Investigators Wednesday swarmed around a St. Joseph property near (ha spot where 11-year-old Jacob Watlarllng wt 

The Stearns County Sheriffs Office and the FBI were at 29746 91s. Avenue in St. Joseph Investigators confirmed they were conducting a search after 
gening a warrant. 

Neighbors reported seeing several unmarked law enforcement vehicles at the property on Wednesday morning Aerial video from the WCCO-TV 
helicopter and still pictures published by the St. Cloud Times showed as many as 17 vehicles, all-terrain vehicles and trailers on the property. 

Sources say police brought In cadaver dogs to search the property. If the dogs detect any signs of human remains, officers are prepared to use heavy 
equipment to dig up the areas. H w y 

WCCO-TV anchor Don Shelby talked with Jacob's mother, Patty, early in the evening. She said she had not been warned that the investigation was 
happening today but she added: "Thank God people still care.” 


was abducted in 1989. 
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Wetterling also said she had heard that a search had been planned sometime 


soon 


Stearns County Sheriff John Sanner fold the newspaper that the county attorney's office had advised him that a court order prevented him from saying 
why investigators were at the residence. y 

LwT.h ° f uh ? Urt ° rder ' 'IT 01 fl0in9 t0 answer '“ ques,i0ns aboul ,he Wetterling case Sanner told the newspaper “I do understand that the public is 
in a s going on, Sanner said. I don't want to do anything at this point to compromise any potential prosecution." 

A sheriffs office squad car was parked at the entry to the driveway. 


The Steams County Sheriffs 
Office and the FBI were at 29748 
91st Avenue in St. Joseph. 
Investigators confirmed Ihey were 
conducting a search after getting 
warrant. This properly is near 
where 11-year-old Jacob 
Wetterling was abducted in 1989. 
Sean Skinner/CBS 
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^ property is owned by Robert and Rita Rassier. They still live there with their adult son. Daniel 

. spokesman E.K. Wilson says the FBI is assisting in search warrant operations in the area Invesligators believe this search could last two days. 

Umiiv'^lT^ S8ld lh , 9 S ? r ° h W8S SOma,hin0 5he knew wa5 0oln S tb ha PP° n ' but &«< it had to be done. She said it needs lo be done not only for her 
family, but for the people who live there with the shadow that hangs over their heads. 

Wetterling says she's guarded, but hopeful, about what searchers may find. 
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Jacob Wetterling Abduction: A Timeline 

SI. Joseph, Minn (WCCO) — Jacob Wetterling has been missing for more than 20 years. Here is a brief timeline of the case 


- October 22, 1989 

11-year-old Jacob Wetterling is abducted from a group of three boys by a masked gunman Jacob was abducted at gunpoint in 1989 near the family's 
home in St. Joseph, Minn. He, his older brother and a friend were on the way home from renting a video at a nearby convenience store. 


- May 2002 

Investigators who'd been looking into charges of sexual abuse at St John’ 
connection to the Wetterling abduction. 


s Abbey ask for records of 11 monks at the abbey. Agents never find any 


-April 2003 

Patty Wetterling helps President Bush kick off the national Amber Alert program. 

-September 2004 

Police confirm that DNA tests show a man in Wanroad, Minn., who looks similar to Jacob is not Wetterling. 



1 of 1 Click to enlarge 


Jacob Wetterling was abducted 
near St. Joseph, Minn., in 1989 
CBS 

Related Stories 


- November 2004 

Patty Wetterling launches a campaign for Congress, eventually losing to Mark Kennedy 


• November 2006 

WsUerting runs for U.S. Senate, drops out of that race and then runs for Congress again. She Is later defeated in the November election by Michele 
Bachmann. 


- February 2007 

A task force investigating a kidnapping suspect In Missouri looks Into any possible connections to the Wetterling case. The search doesn't turn up any 

Rn hrl " * 


- February 2007 

Investigators release an age-projection photo of Jacob Wetterling. It shows how Jacob might look at age 29 


■y2007 

Jacob's siblings go lo Washington D,C. for the 
Sister," 


unveiling of a book Ihey helped write called "What About Me? Coping With the Abduction of a Brother or 


- October, 2008 


Hoping to solve cases, thousands of Minnesota inmates are being given decks of playing cards. The 52 cards have pictures of unsolved 
persons and unidentified remains cases that occurred in the past 50 years - including the picture of Jacob Wetterling. 


murders, missing 


- January 2009 

Milwaukee police dear the name of a Vernon Seitz. News reports had said police got a tip that Seitz had confessed to killing two children to a 
psychiatrist, Seitz died before police could question him about the case and investigators later report they found no connection to Welterling’s abduction. 


- October 2009 

As Jacob's parents mark the 20th anniversary of Jacob's death, his mother, Patty, tells WCCO-TV reporter Caroline Lowe that she and her family go 
hrough slmdaremotions every lime an anniversary approaches. "For me, every fall, there is this whole body experience of knowing that the abduction 

t 7 w nea 7' , " n9 - |usl keep scralchins my head, like, 'What haven’t we done? What else do we need to do to find Jacob and the man wh, 

took him and get some answers?' Because we do need answers. I think the entire state of Minnesota needs answers " 


- December 2009 

ve 9 a7n hin'^r ^ ' aS ‘ three - d0y walk from ^ oka <° the sl - -^ph of Jerry and Patty Wetterling. The veterans walked for 

y JS hopes of raisrng awareness about Jacob's case. They started the 60-mile walk when the couple's son Jacob Welteriing went missing 20 years 
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(10/22/2008) 


-February 2010 

The foundahon created in honor of a Wetterling teams up with another nonprofit. The Jacob Wetterling Foundation 
Child Protection Training Center. 


announces a merger with the National 


Wetterling’s Classmate Takes Up 

His Cause 

(5/17/2008) 


-June 2010 

Investigators swarm a property near the spot where Jacob Wetterling was abducted more than 20 years ago 
(© MMX, CBS Broadcasting Inc. All Rights Reserved ) 


Wetierling Family To Gather For 
Jacob’s 30lh B-Day 
(2/17/2008) 

Jacob's Mom Remembers Son On 
Abduction Anniversary 
(10/23/2007) 
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Mom of Boy Missing 21 Years 'Hopeful' 

©NEWS 


Mother of Boy Missing Since 1989 'Hopeful' New Search 
Will Yield Results 


Investigators Searching and Digging Up the Farm Where Jacob Wetterling Was Last Seen 
By JOHN WETENHALL 
July 1,2010— 


Patty Wetterling has never given up hope that one day the mystery of her son's disappearance in 1989 would be 
solved. 


She may have a reason for new hope as law enforcement officials dug today at the farm near St. Joseph, Minn., 
where Jacob, who was 11 at the time, was last seen. 


"I'm hopeful that they'll find something," Wetterling told ABCNews.com. "We're keeping our fingers crossed 
saying a little prayer here and there." 

Even after 21 years, Wetterling is cautiously optimistic about the search. 

s hard, she said. "It's very confusing, what to feel, what to think, what to do." 

Police have refused to say whether the focus on the farm is connected to Jacob Wetterling's disappearance and 
won t even discuss the issue with the boy's mother. 


"They can't tell me," Patty Wetterling said today. "I do believe it's connected." 

The mom said the connection to Jacob's disappearance is impossible to ignore. 

"It would be a stretch to think they were doing this massive search for any other reason," she said. 

She praised law enforcement officials for their continued attention to a search that she has never given up on. "What 
it shows to me is the absolute commitment of law enforcement to never quit," Wetterling said. 


Chief Deputy Bruce Bechtold of the Steams County Sheriffs Department said a court order prevents him from 
discussing the details of the investigation. 

"We're conducting an investigation," he told ABCNews.com. "We have people there again today." 

Ernie A Men, head of the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, confirmed that the Steams County 
Sheri ft s office, the FBI, and members of his organization's 'Team Adam' were all at the farm. Team Adam is made 
up ot retired law enforcement officials who specialize in finding missing children. Like Bechtold, Allen said he 
could not comment on the reason for the new activity, instead focusing on the ongoing nature of the investigation. 


( ns is a continuation of an investigative angle that law enforcement has been 
m.B CNews.com. 


pursuing for some time," Allen told 


"There is clearly a legal basis for a search," Allen said. 


http://abcnews.go.com/print?id=l 1065019 
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Mom of Boy Missing 21 Years 'Hopeful' 

Jacob Wetterling Was Abducted While Bicycling With a Brother and a Friend 

The fresh activity on the farm is located a half mile down the road from Wetterling's home. Jacob was taken by a 
-sked man from the driveway of the farm while his brother and a friend watched. 

A man who answered a cell phone registered to the property refused to confirm his identity and refused to answer 
any questions about the renewed activity on the farm. 

"I’m not answering any stupid questions," the man told ABCNews.com. "We've been questioned and harassed for 21 
years. We're done." 

Local ABC News affiliate. K.STP. reported that up to 17 vehicles were on the property Wednesday and many 
returned today. A dump truck filled with dirt left the property today and came back empty soon after. 

Jacob was abducted on Oct. 22, 1989, as he, his brother Trevor and a friend were returning home on their bicycles 
trom picking up a video. It was the first time Jacob had been out alone at night on his bike. 

On the return home, according to the other boys, a masked gunman stopped all three - and then drove off with 
Jacob. 


All that remained of him on the gravel road was a spot where Jacob's footprints seemed to show resistance And 
then nothing. 

Over the past two decades, Jacob's mother, Patty Wetterling, has sustained herself with hope. 


'We hope for Jacob, for all of our grandkids, for every child who's home safe today and every child who's missi ng 
s e said in an interview with "Nightline" last October on the 20th anniversary of the boy's disappearance. 

Over the years, his mother has found her voice, and her mission: to find Jacob and help protect other children. 


"A lot of people ask, 'How do you do it' How could I not?" she said. "Every parent knows, you would do anything 
° r ^.°^ r chlld u ren ’ and our an y th ing [has] got to be a little more than we ever would have dreamed, but you continue 

We'll do anything that we can to find him." 


Copyright © 2010 ABC New'S Internet Ventures 
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Jacob Wetterling Abduction: Search 
Underway on Neighbor’s Farm 

July 1,2010 
By LBG1 


Local elementary band teacher caught up in Jacob Wetterling abduction case? 



Jacob Wetterling 


Since early this morning authorities have been conducting a search on the Stearns County, 
Minnesota, farm owned by 85-yr-old Robert and 81-yr-old Rita Rassier in connection with 
the 1989 abduction of 11-yr-old Jacob Wetterling. A farm located near where Jacob was 
abducted. News reports state living at the farm, the Rassier’s son, Daniel A. Rassier, age 54. 
I n an article _about the search, Daniel A. Rassier was referred to as a “teacher”. During a 
search on the internet we discovered a 2-yr-old article about a “Dan Rassier”, a lifelong 
resident of St. Joseph and 30-yr band teacher at Cold Spring Elementary School located 14 
miles from St. Joseph. The authorities are tight-lipped about the investigation, refusing to 
release details which led to the search of the Rassier’s farm. Whether Daniel A. Rossier is a 
suspect, a person of interest in the Jacob Wetterling case, or an innocent bystander caught up 
in the search for clues in the Jacob Wetterling abduction case. And, whether Daniel A. 
Rossier is “Dan Rossier”, the 30-yr elementary band teacher at Cold Spring Elementary a 
lifelong resident of St. Joseph, the same age as Daniel A. Rossier. 

Jacob was abducted on October 22, 1989, at 9:15 PM, along 91st Ave, less than a 1/2 mile 
rom the Wetterling home. Jacob, his brother Trevor, and a friend had set out on their bikes 
to pick up a video at a local 1 om Thumb convenience store when a masked gunman stopped 
t le boys. According to site. The Charley Project, the boys were approached by a Caucasian 
male wearing a mask and dark clothing armed with cither a shotgun or handgun. The man 
oi eied to the boys lie down in a nearby ditch. The man asked Trevor, Jacob’s age, then told 
rc \ or to “run away and not look back”. The man then “did the same” with the boy who was 
a friend, leaving Jacob alone with the unidentified man. According to the Charley Project 
the man then “walked towards a wooded area” with Jacob. 

According to the SCTimes, Jacob was abducted near the driveway of the Rassier farm. 




From 12 News: 


Steams County Sheriff John Sanner said the St. Cloud Times office of district attorney told 
him that the court order prevented him say why investigators in the residence. 

Sheriffs Office squad car parked at the entrance to the road. Property owned by Robert and 
Rita Rassier. Rita Rassier hung up when contacted by Pioneer Press this afternoon. Robert 
Rassier is 85 and Rita Rassier 81. Daniel A. Rassier, 54, lists the same address, and St. 

Joseph Township treasurer, in accordance with the Web site Stearns County. 

Anna Reischl St. Joseph Township clerk, said Daniel Rassier is one of the sons of Robert and 

Rita Rassier and lives in the house with them. A pair of retired farmers and Daniel Rassier is 
a group of teachers, “she said. 


It s just incredible view, because it is one of the best families,” said Reischl search occurs 
on the property in Rassier. ‘They are very caring people.” 


Is Daniel A. Rassier, Dan Rassier, a lifelong resident of St. Joseph and 30-yr band teacher at 

Cold Spring Elementary located 14 miles from St. Joseph? And, who are the other 
“brothers”? 



Dan Rassier, Cold Spring Elementary Teacher, St. Joseph, Minnesota 

On June 5, 2008, the site The Newsleaders published an article on Dan Rassier, age 52, ’ 
l elong resident of St. Joseph and 30-year Cold Spring elementary band instructor. The 
article focused on Dan Rassier’s passion for marathon running and playing the trumpet. 

When 52-year-old Dan Rassier was running in the Lake Wobegon Trail Marathon May 10, a 
thought crossed his mind he hadn’t contemplated in decades* 


Rassier, a life-long resident of St. Joseph, remembers swimming in Avon as a kid, watching 
trains as they passed nearby, wondering where they were off to. 

Fast forward some 40 years later and here he was, running a 26.2-mile race on the trackless 
stretch of soil that used to catch his eye from the beach area. 


This coincidence of coincidences made fine food for thought - just what he needed to keep a 

positive bubble" around him, a bubble Rassier purposely creates for protection during his 

long-distance runs. 


“From running, I’ve learned so much about myself,” he said. “You learn about your body 

but you also learn how you think. Because when you’re running such long distances your’ 
negative imagination can do tricks on you. 








On July 30, 2004, a man came forward to tell his story of being abducted and sexually 
molested at age 12 in Cold Spring-ten miles from where Jacob was abducted—on January 13, 
1989, ten months before Jacob Wetterling disappeared with his abductor. The man contacted 
j C A RE-T V reporter Rick Kupchella. KARE-TV called the man to protect his 

identity. account of his abduction included walking down the road after hockey 

C man P u ^' n c °ver in a car then asking for directions. The man stepping out 

of the car and grabbing , forcing into the car. The man driving to a remote 
area then sexually assaulting the boy. After the man sexually assaulted , he drove 
back to town continually questioning whether “recognized” the man. stated 
the man pulled from the back seat of the car and told him to run. 


“And don’t look back or he threatened to shoot, ” said. “I did as I was told.” 

family immediately contacted the authorities while was taken to a local hospital 
for tests. 


From KARE 11: 


The list of similarities is as compelling today as it was back in 1989. 

* Similar ages. was 12. Jacob was 11. 

Similar Suspect Description. A lone, white male with a low, gravely voice, map showing 
proximity of towns 

The location of the abductions. was taken in Cold Spring, just ten miles from St. 

Joseph where Jacob disappeared. 

* In each case, there was a threat of a gun. 

The sexual nature of each crime. In case, he was sexually assaulted. In Jacob’s 

case, authorities confirm there was the suggestion of “sexual interest” in the boys. 

A mask. In case, the abductor forced the boy’s cap over his eyes. In Jacob’s case 

the abductor wore nylon stockings over his head. 

* Similar commands. was told to “run away and don’t look back or I’ll shoot.” The 
boys with Jacob were told to “run into the woods and don’t look back or I’ll shoot.” 


, at age 12, was a resident of Cold Spring, and, most likely, a student at Cold Spring 
Elementary. Given these two details, it would seem to indicate 12-yr-old would have 
recognized Dan Rossier, the long time band teacher at Cold Spring Elementary school if 
Rossier abducted , as the abductor wasn’t wearing a disguise or a nylon stocking pulled 
over his face. As of yet, we’ve been unable to discover the identity of Daniel A. Rossier’s 

brothers”, the “other sons” of the Rossier family who may have been living at home in 
19 S 9 1 


http://deathbyl000papercuts.com/2010/07/jacob-wetterling-abduction-search-underway-on- 

neighbors-farm/ 
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. acob Wetterling 
abduction site focus of 
search 


ST. JOSEPH, Minn. - Video from Sky 11 shows 
several vehicles and Stearns County squad cars are 
at a property near the site where Jacob Wetterling 

was abducted in 1989. 

Stearns County Chief Deputy Bruce Bechtold 
confirms and investigation is going on but could 
not comment further because of a court order 
restricting him to do so. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation is assisting with 
search operations in the area, said F.B.I. spokesman 
E.K. Wilson. 

Jerry Wetterling, Jacob’s father, told KARE 11 he 
noticed five or six squad cars from Stearns County 
near the abduction site while driving to work 
Wednesday morning. 

"I was just really surprised," Jerry Wetterling said. "I 
had no idea there would be large activity going on." 

.everal unmarked law enforcement vehicles arrived 
at the St. Joseph property at 8:15 a.m., neighbors 
told the newspaper. 

The property is owned by Robert and Rita 
Rassier. A woman who picked up the phone at the 
residence declined to comment when contacted bv 
KARE 11 y 

Patty Wetterling, Jacob’s mother, told KARE 11 she 
wasn't surprised to learn authorities were at this 
location. 


"I'm glad they are doing it," Patty Wetterling said. "It 
is something they have wanted to do." 

Wetterling was abducted on Oct. 22 , 1989. He was 
11 years old. He was abducted near the entry of the 
driveway to the property where authorities are 
searching today 

"It is right where it happened, so it makes sense that 
they would go back to the beginning," Patty 
Wetterling said. 


Investigators initially thought Wetterling was 
abducted by someone driving a car, but evidence 
later led investigators to believe the abductor left on 
foot, which narrowed the scope of their 
investigation dramtically. 

RELATED: KARE's May 2004 report on Wetterling case 

"That's what seems to have happened the last few 
years is going right back to the beginning," Jerry 
Wetterling told KARE 11. "That's where Jacob's last 
steps were on that driveway there." 

(Copyright 2010 by KARE and St Cloud Times. All 
Rights Reserved.) 
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search near Wetterling 
abduction site concludes 

ST. JOSEPH, Minn. -- The two-day search near the 
scene of Jacob Wetterling's abduction has come to 
an end. 

The search concluded Thursday evening, Sheriff 
John Sanner told the St. Cloud Times. He said this 
phase of the investigation was complete and no 
arrests had been made, 

Sanner would not comment about what investigators 
found or were looking for, citing the court order, 
but said a news release would be issued Friday 
morning. 

Throughout the day, a backhoe and dump truck 
were excavating at least one site on a farmstead in 
St Joseph, Minn. 

Video shot from the air showed the backhoe and law 
enforcement crews digging in a low spot just off an 
unpaved road that cuts through two farm fields near 
the home of Robert and Rita Rassier. 

he area being excavated appears to be a dump site, 
ome of the earth being dug up is blackened, 
suggesting that the site was also used for burning. 
Piles of what look like old construction materials 
and other trash sit nearby. 

Dump trucks moved the piles of dirt off the 
property, apparently bringing them to the Stearns 
County Garage in Waite Park. 

On Oct 22, 1989, Jacob was riding his bicycle with 
his brother and a friend at dusk, and was just a 
half-mile from his home when they were approached 
by a masked gunman. He told the other two boys to 
run away and Jacob has been missing ever since. 
There have been no arrests, and authorities have 
cleared over 40,000 leads over the years. 

For those who live in St. Joseph, this week's search 
opened up an old wound. 

"I don’t know of anybody here who hasn't been 
haunted by what happened, 1 ’ said St. Joseph resident 
Joyce Foster 


Parents were terrified after the abduction. 

"That could have been our kid," Foster thought at 
the time. "I just think about it all the time. It's 
emotional and touches everyone. He is just a part 
of you." 

Patty Wetterling, Jacob's mother, was invited to the 
scene by law enforcement and later shared her 
thoughts with reporters 

, Jacob's mother, was invited to the scene by law 
enforcement and later shared her thoughts with 
reporters. 

Stearns County investigators, an FBI special agent, 
K-9 teams, and a Bureau of Criminal Apprehension 
crime scene truck are also on the scene. 

Chief Deputy Bruce Bechtoldt now says that barrels 
trucked off the Rassier farm last night are used 
for the local town festival, and are filled with water 
to hold the tents down. He would not say why the 
barrels were removed from the farm or what 
investigators hope to learn from them. 

Stearns County Sheriff John Sanner says he is 
optimistic the search will be completed by the end 
of the day on Thursday. 

1 wish they would ftave closure," said St Joseph 
resident Sylvester Prom. "I wish either way they 
would find out what happened, Twenty-cne years is 
a long time to be waiting for an answer," 
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■Jatty Wetterling: Watching 
the search 

SAINT JOSEPH, Minn. - Patty Wetterling dealt 
Thursday with a broken fibula and a barrage of 
questions from reporters about the possible new 
developments in the 20-year-old abduction case of 
her son Jacob. 

"I talk to Jacob," Wetterling said quietly in front of 
her Saint Joseph home. "I still believe that we are 
connected and maybe this will get us closer" 

"This" refers to the scene, less than a mile away, 
where federal and county investigators armed with 
heavy equipment and dump trucks have been 
digging into the farmstead closest to the site of 11- 
year-old Jacob's abduction on Oct. 22, 1989. It is 
the most intensive search ever conducted on the 
property. 

The farmstead's gravel driveway joins 91st Avenue 
at the point where a gravel-voiced man confronted 
Jacob, his brother, Trevor, 10, and friend Aaron 
Larson, 11, on that dark October evening. The man 
ordered Trevor and Aaron to run away but kept 
Jacob. The boy has never been seen since. 

However, his mother said she still sees him in her 
dreams. 

"[My husband Jerry and I] found him and he was, 
ironically, he had hurt his leg or something, so we 
were pushing him in a wheelchair, trying to escape 
some bad guy and I had not seen him in ail these 
years and he looked up and she paused and 
threw her head back to catch a tear. "Makes me cry He 
said, 'Mom, how did you get so old? 1 " 

Inevitably, she talks about the family that still lives 
in the farmhouse. 

"I've met them," she said. "I don’t know them well I 
know that there are several children. I have not met 
them all. The parents are elderly and I think they are 
active with Saint Joe's church and we are not 
members of that church So I don't know them well. 

They seem to be really nice, salt-of-the-Earth, good 
people, the parents." 

She insists that she does not know exactly why there 


is another search of the farm property now, but she 
welcomes new attention to Jacob's disappearance 

"They do not tell me what they are going to do 
before they do it," Wetterling said "They often will 
tell me a lead came in or they met with an inmate in 
a prison or something happened after it is over. 
Clearly, that is what is happened this time." 

She tolerates but admits a bit of annoyance at the 
loud buzz of helicopters over her small 
neighborhood. 

"It does freak out people in the area because we 
remember [the days of searching after the 
abduction]," she said quietly. "We do remember 
those helicopters and those low flying little planes. 

It brings me right back to the beginning." 

Patty Wetterling broke her leg bone just above the 
ankle two weeks ago. She faces another week in a 
cast, then several more weeks on crutches. Still, this 
week, it is a different kind of break she yearns for, 
some answers to the case that cost her a son's 
adolescence and adulthood, and prompted her and 
Jerry to begin a nationwide crusade for child safety, 
including founding the Jacob Wetterling 
Foundation. 

Their efforts culminated in the 1994 Jacob 
Wetterling Crimes Against Children and Registration 
of Sex Offenders Act. 

(Copyright 2010 by KARE. All Rights Reserved.) 
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KSTP&»>- [ f EYEWITNESS NEWS 

Investigators On The Scene Of Where Jacob Wetterling 
disappeared More Than 20 Years Aqo 

Updated: 07/01/2010 6:57 AM KSTP.com By: Cory Kampschroer and Katie Lynn 


5 EYEWITNESS NEWS has confirmed Stearns County investigators are at a property in the 
area where Jacob Wetteriing was abducted more than 20 years ago. 

Neighbors report seeing several unmarked law enforcement vehicles Wednesday morninq at 
the property in St. Joseph. A sheriff's office squad car is parked at the entry to the driveway, 

Il e J he 1T h S f fiCe te " S 5 EYEWITNESS NE WS that, "an investigation is occurring today but 
details of that investigation are restricted by a Stearns County court order." 

i^«F er ' ff ' S |, 0fflCe W0U | ld n0t release ar W other details about the investigation and gave no 

indication when more details would be released. y 


invesdoa^sarp'n 9 tel K T t 6 f A ^° C ! ated Pr6SS her SOn ' S case is stil1 open ' and she believes 
-~ rs are going back t0 the beginning and revisiting everything. She says she doesn't 

back to "where it^llL^Td"'' 69 " ^ CaSe ' bUt rather ' investigators are ^mply going 

taken fronf ^building f ° CUS '" 9 What aPPeared tP be furnlture 

Jacob Wetterling was abducted at gunpoint on October 22, 1989 near the entry to the 
driveway when he was 11 years old. He was just a half-mile from his home in St Joseph. 

Stay tuned to KSTP.com and 5 EYEWITNESS NEWS for the latest details. 

The Associated Press contributed to this article 


http://kstp.com/printStory ,cfm?id=l 632831 
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Investigators Done With Search Near Wetterling Abduction 
Site 

Updated: 07/01/2010 10:43 PM KSTP.com By: Ryan Ruud 



Nearly 21 years after the abduction of 10-Year-Old Jacob Wetterling, 
Investigators say they're done with a two-day search of the Robert 
and Rita Rassier property. The Rassier property is just yards away 
from the abduction site. 

What investigators found, or removed from the property is unknown 
and investigators are under court order to remain silent. 

5 EYEWITNESS NEWS has confirmed that Law Enforcement will issue a written News Release 
in the morning. That release however will not detail what they found, or what they are 
looking for but it will describe what's coming next. 
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Investigators continue searching near site of Wetterling abduction 

by Madeleine Baran, Minnesota Public Radio, 

Am bar Espinoza, Minnesota Public Radio 
July 1, 2010 

St. Joseph, Minn - Law enforcement officials were expected to continue searching Thursday at a farm near where n-year-old Jacob 
Wetterling was abducted more than 20 years ago, but his mother said she doesn't think the search signals a break in the case. 

Were 1 lr r dy P r ked at the pr ° perty in St j0Seph early Thursday m ° rnillg ’ 3 day after U P to 17 vehicles, 
ai vs and trailers showed up with a sealed search warrant. 

Patty Wetterling said she learned of the search Wednesday morning, but she said the search seemed 

overanrfn ”^ 1 ^ ^ in tEis case ’' she said ‘ T ^ is is Just w ^ at >' ou cJo ’ You have a cold case. You go back to the beginning 

over and over. And I think there's some other people way back at the beginning that they're also going to be checking out." 

marked JlT T “ 1 ”"“ f ° the farm ’ S driveway on 0ct 22 > '9*9■ He was biking home with his brother and a friend when a 

masked man with a gun stopped them and told them to get off their bikes and lie face down in a ditch. 

* 'S' 1 * the ma ". how ° ld ^re, 10 -year-old Trevor Wetterling and n-year-old Aaron Larson were told to run away Jacob was never 

seen again, and his disappearance is one of Minnesota's most well-known cold cases. 

InWp 1118 ’ StearnsCounty Sheri f s officials a "d *e state Bureau of Criminal Apprehension have all been seen searching the property Law 
enforcement officials remained silent about the status of the case or the reason for their latest search. 

FBI SP r Agent EX Wilson confirmed Wednesday that his agency is assisting with the search, but he declined to 
say whether it was related to the unsolved kidnapping. He said the investigation was ongoing. 

Aerial photos taken by the St. Cloud Times showed vehicles parked on the property Wednesday. 

The Stearns County website lists the property's owners as Robert and Rita Rassier. A woman answered the phone at 
e property Wednesday afternoon but immediately hung up. 

Another family member, Daniel Rassier, is listed at the same address and serves as the St. Joseph treasurer 
according to the county's website. ’ 

Wetterling said the Rassiers lived on the property at the time of the kidnapping and have farmed the land for decades. 

"They're wonderful people," she said. "It's got to be really painful for them as well." 

Stearns County Chief Deputy Bruce Bechtold declined to say why law enforcement officials are at the property. 

, .... , j , ..I.. 1. . investigation are restricted by a court order and 

cannot discuss it, he said. Bechtold said he has "no idea how lone" investitratnrs will remain ™ -- 



■■■ 

Patty Wetterling, 
Jerry Wetterling 


how long" investigators wall remain on the property. 
Wetterling said she's thankful law enforcement officials continue to search for her son, who would be 32 years old 

ttiis j* 


ms is just an ongoing painful thing for a lot of people," she said, "and we need to know one way or another." 
(Espinoza reported from St. Joseph and Baran reported from St. Paul.) 

http://minneSOta.pubIicradio.Org/display/web/2OlO/O7/Ol/wetterlinR-Search/ 
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Search complete near Wetterling abduction site; no arrests 

by Tim Nelson, Minnesota Public Radio 
July 1, 2010 


St. Joseph, Minn. Authorities have completed their search at a farm outside St. Joseph in central Minnesota, just yards from where kidnap 
victim Jacob Wetterling disappeared 21 years ago. 

Investigators with the Steams County Sheriffs Office and the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension left the farm of Rita and Robert Rassier 
shortly after 6 p.m, Thursday, after two days of searching on the farm. 

A deputy said the investigation had finished there for now. 


Investigators have searched the farm at least twice before, but this time, they brought in a backhoe and hauled away six dump truck loads of 
dirt, which they took to a county highway maintenance yard. 



Dump truck leaves 
Wetterling search 
site 


The property abuts the road where Jacob Wetterling was abducted at gunpoint in 1989, returning from a trip to the 
store with his brother and a friend one night. He hasn't been seen since. 

The Stearns County website lists the property's owners as Robert and Rita Rassier. Another family member, Daniel 
Rassier, is listed at the same address and serves as the St. Joseph treasurer, according to the county's website. 

Police say they re under a judge’s order not to talk about the case, but did say that they were executing a search 
warrant on the property. 
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Digging With Backhoe, Dump Truck at Jacob Wetterling 
Abduction Site 

Updated: Thursday, 01 Jul 2010, G:25 PM CDT 
Published ; Thursday, 01 Jul 2010, 8:27 AM CDT 

ST. JOSEPH, Minn. - Investigators returned to the site of Jacob Wetterling's 1989 abduction on Thursday after 
spending the bulk of Wednesday searching the St. Joseph, Minnesota property. 

Stearns County Chief Sheriffs Deputy Bruce Bechtold said Wednesday a court order restricted him from discussing 
the investigation. FBI spokesman E.K. Wilson said the FBI was assisting in search warrant operations in the area. 

Around 8:30 a.m. Thursday, a backhoe and dump truck drove down the long dirt road toward the farm. Investigators 

dug at the area for much of the day Thursday, and dirt hauled off the property by dump trucks was taken to taped-off 
garages at a Stearns County public works facility. 

Investigators first arrived at the property of Robert and Rita Rassier, on the 29000 block of 91st Avenue, around 8:15 

a ' m Wednesday. Patty Wetterling said Wednesday's activities at the Rassier home may be related to a family 

member who was investigated early on, but said she thinks Robert and Rita were in Europe at the time of Jacob's 
disappearance. 

"It's both frightening and reaffirming at the same time," said Patty Wetterling. "And the helicopters -1 hear those 
helicopters and it just brings you right back to the beginning," 

Patty and Jerry Wetterling say they are glad investigators are going back to square one and glad people still care. 

That s what we’re just looking for, to find out what happened to Jacob, where is Jacob,” Jerry Wetterling said. “We're 
just so grateful that everybody still cares and wants to find out." 

On October 22nd, 1989, 11-year-old Jacob Wetterling was riding his bike near his home in St. Joseph. Jacob, his 
younger brother Trevor, and best friend Aaron rented a movie and bought candy at the Tom Thumb store. On their 

way home they were confronted by a man with a gun. He told the boys to lie in the ditch. One-by-one he told them to 
run into the woods. When Trevor and Aaron looked back, Jacob and the man were gone. 


First Part of Wetterling Investigation Over 

Updated: Thursday, 01 Jul 2010, 9:35 PM CDT 
Published : Thursday. 01 Jul 2010, 9:35 PM CDT 

ST JOSEPH, Min . - Stearns County Sheriffs Office said Thursday the first part of the investigation into the 1989 
abduction of Jacob Wetterling is over. 

Officials say no arrests were made. 

Around 8:30 a.m, Thursday, a backhoe and dump truck drove down the long dirt road toward the farm. Investigators 

dug at the area for much of the day Thursday, and dirt hauled off the property by dump trucks was taken to taped-off 
garages at a Stearns County public works facility. 

Investigators first arrived at the property of Robert and Rita Rassier, on the 29000 block of 91st Avenue, around 8'15 
a m. Wednesday. Patty Wetterling said Wednesday's activities at the Rassier home may be related to a family 


member who was investigated early on, but said she thinks Robert and Rita were in Europe at the time of Jacob's 
disappearance. 

It'S both frightening and reaffirming at the same time,” said Patty Wetterling. “And the helicopters - I hear those 
helicopters and it just brings you right back to the beginning." 

Patty and Jerry Wetterling say they are glad investigators are going back to square one and glad people still care. 

That s what we re just looking for, to find out what happened to Jacob, where is Jacob," Jerry Wetterling said. “We're 
just so grateful that everybody still cares and wants to find out.'’ 

On October 22nd, 1989, 11-year-old Jacob Wetterling was riding his bike near his home in St. Joseph. Jacob, his 
younger brother Trevor, and best friend Aaron rented a movie and bought candy at the Tom Thumb store On their 
way home they were confronted by a man with a gun. He told the boys to lie in the ditch. One-by-one he told them to 
run into the woods When Trevor and Aaron looked back, Jacob and the man were gone. 


http://www.myfoxtwincities.com/dpp/news/first-part-of-wetterling-investigation-over-july-l -2010 


Still Many Questions in Wetterling Investigation 

Updated: Thursday, Q1 JliI 2010, 10:25 PM CDT 
Published : Thursday, 01 Jul 2010, 6:25 PM CDT 

The investigation lead into the abduction of Jacob Wetterling in 1989 is leaving everyone with a lot of questions. 
VI DEO (left) Nationally-known criminal profiler, Pat Brown explains why investigators are not releasing any 


Why do investigators return to the scene of a crime nearly 20 years later? 

‘There are new technologies that can detect bodies," said Brown. 

Brown believes the FBI is using sophisticated radar to search the farmstead. And it may have a lot to do with the son 
of the elderly couple who own the land. 

Detectives aren't calling him a suspect, but are curious about strange statements he's made, including one to FOX 9 
investigators. 

When your doing statement analysis, confessing to crimes in parts of this." 

On October 22nd, 1989, 11-year-old Jacob Wetterling was riding his bike near his home in St. Joseph. Jacob his 
younger brother Trevor, and best friend Aaron rented a movie and bought candy at the Tom Thumb store On their 
way home they were confronted by a man with a gun. He told the boys to lie in the ditch. One-by-one he told them to 
run into the woods. When Trevor and Aaron looked back, Jacob and the man were gone 
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Jops mum on Wetterling 
site search 


By Tad Vezner, Rub6n Rosario, Frederick Melo 
and Mara H. Gottfried 

Updated: 07/01/2010 07:36:22 AM CDT 


So close to home 

Jacob Wetterling was abducted 
near the Rassier farm while 
biking home from a Tom Thumb 
convenience 
store in 1989. 

The farm was 
searched 
Wednesday. 
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Pioneer Press 


ST. JOSEPH, Minn. — For the third time since the 
abduction of young Jacob Wetterling more than 20 
years ago, authorities converged on a family farm 
near the site of the boy's disappearance. 

Neighbors reported seeing several unmarked law 
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riforcement vehicles Wednesday morning on the 
property. Aerial photos showed as many as 17 
vehicles, all-terrain vehicles and trailers Earth- 
moving equipment was also reported. 

Daniel A. Rassier, 54, who lives with his parents at 
the farm, has previously submitted DNA and 
undergone hypnosis as well as a lie-detector test in 
connection to the Wetterling investigation, said 
Rassieds brother. 

Stearns County sheriffs Chief Deputy Bruce Bechtold 
said he could not comment on the case. 

"'All I can tell you is we’re conducting an 
investigation in. the St. Joseph area, and the details 

of that investigation are restricted by a court order,” 
Bechtold said. 

The order, he said, was issued by a Stearns County 

judge Tuesday or Wednesday. No arrests have been 
made in the case. 

The FBI was taking part in the investigation, said FBI 
spokesman E.K. Wilson. 

Jacob's mother, Patty Wetterling, who was attending 
a workshop on preventing sexual violence 
Wednesday at the University of Minnesota, said she 
ad been notified in the morning about the search. 

"When these things happen, it just upsets my 
stomach,” she said, referring to the media attention 
and the search itself. 

The property is owned by Robert 

and Rita Rassier. Rita Rassier hung up the phone 
when called by the Pioneer Press on Wednesday 
afternoon. She is 81; Robert Rassier is 85. 

Advertisement 


Daniel Rassier is the couple's son and lives with his 
parents, said Anna Reischl, the St. Joseph Township 
clerk. Daniel Rassier is a band teacher and the 
township treasurer; his parents are retired farmers, 
she said. 

The man who identified himself as a brother of 
Daniel Rassier but wouldn't give his own name said 
his parents were "pretty upset" by the latest search. 

"They've been there their whole life," he said. "It 
really bothers me because it really hurts them." 

He said police also had been to his parents' 
property in 1989 and 2005. The second time, they 
dug and "tore the place up," doing "a very thorough 
investigation," the man said. 

He noted that authorities also have searched other 
properties in the area. 

When his mother called Wednesday, the man said, 
and told him authorities were at the farm again, he 
thought she was joking. 

"It's the third time; it just won’t end," he said. "It's 
getting to the point of harassment." 

He said he thought his brother had given a DNA 
sample around 2005. 

Asked why police were at his parents’ property now, 
the man said his family didn't know. 

"I have no idea what sparked (Wednesday's search)," 
he said. "Their whole theory was there wasn't a car 
there, and they think somebody did it on foot, and 
they keep coming back to that same thing." 
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. ( when there have been leads in the past, law 

Kassier's brother continued: "I just hope it clears his enforcement will do whatever they think is necessary 

name. He's been through the ringer." to pursue that particular lead. We've just been so 

grateful for all the interest and support, in people 

in a 2008 profile of Darnel Rassier published after helping out and trying to find out what actually 

, he had run a marathon, the St. Joseph Newsleader happened to Jacob., 

newspaper said he had lived in St. Joseph for all but 

two years in college. The article, which described "We've kind of learned for survival that we can't get 

him as arguably one of the best trumpet players in too high or low over any particular leads," he said, 

central Minnesota," said he'd been a Cold Spring, "Otherwise, we'd be emotional wrecks "' 

Minn., elementary band instructor for 30 years. 

- OJ . . L „ Wetterling said he often shares a neighborly wave 

romner St. Joseph Police Chief William Lorentz had with Robert Rassier on his way to work in the 

only positive things to say about Robert Rassier on W morning as the elder man picks up the mail at the 

ednesday. He said he had known Rassier for end of his driveway, but he was less familiar with 

decades. Daniel Rassier. 

He was very much a hard-working farmer at the "That's their driveway, where Jacob's last steps were 

t'me and very much a strong Christian," Lorentz seen," Wetterling said "That's the last evidence of 

said. He goes to church, I think, daily." Jacob being in the area, was right there I'm 

i guessing that's why the activity is going on there." 

Of the search on the Rassiers* property, Reischl 

said: "It's just kind of unbelievable because that's The National Center for Missing and Exploited 

one of the nicest families. They're very caring Children had "some people on the ground" in St. 

peop,e - Joseph, "working in support of the sheriff and the 

said Bob Lowery, executive director of the 

Jerry Wetterling, Jacob's father, said: "I really don't center's missing children division, 

want to get into any particular suspects or people, 

because f really don't know what's going on over He said the center has had representatives "in and 

ere. I just know there's lots of activity. out of St. Joseph regularly over the last many years." 

When I drove to work this morning, there were five 'We're always encouraged by any new leads, but we 

or six squad cars on that driveway, and I was don't want to provide false hopes " Lowerv said 

extremely surprised." y 

> A/oHar i;nn . Lorentz, who was St Joseph's police chief when 

wetterling said previous leads have led nowhere. Jacob was abducted, said he had no knowledge of 

the latest investigation. He retired from the police 

"There's been leads that have been pursued department years ago, with the Wetterling abduction 

aggressively for months at a time," he said. "There's sti,i han 3 in 9 over his head. 

been over 30,000 leads in this case. ... I just know 
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'! hope they find something," Lorentz said, "(t was) 
always looking forward to having a good lead on 
something, but nothing develops. I just wish them 
luck." 

Lorentz said that over the years, credible leads in 
the Wetterling abduction have been rare. "Not as 
often as I'd like them," he said. 

A group of local children, riding dirt bikes and 
exchanging wild theories, noted Wednesday how it 
had been drilled into them since birth never to ride 
alone. 

"Never go out by yourself. When I’m down here, I 
come with a friend," said Braden Koopmeiners, 14, 
parked across a field of soybeans from the road 
where a masked gunman took Jacob in October 
1989. 

Neighbors came from miles around, milling in pairs 
or driving slowly past the farm. Many said they d 
idn’t know what to think, but they just had to see. 

"This is nuts. I can't believe this right now," said 
Nick Berg, 28, who went to the same school as 
Jacob. 


evidence or instrumentality of the crime might be 
found here,'" he said. "It's the judge's call." 

The last development in the case came in January 
2009, when news broke about a Milwaukee man with 
a possible link to Jacob's case. Vernon Seitz, who 
had confessed to killing two children in the 1950s 
and died in December 2008, was found to have 
news clippings and photos of young Jacob, along 
with child pornography and books on cannibalism, 
in his home. 

But Milwaukee police said they found no connection 
between Seitz and Jacob's abduction or any other 
child abduction. Stearns County Sheriff John Sanner 
said in January 2009 that his office worked with 
Milwaukee police and agreed there was no reason to 
believe Seitz was involved in Jacob's kidnapping. 

The fate of Jacob Wetterling, who would now be 32, 
remains unknown. His is the most notorious 
missing-child case in Minnesota 

Jacob was with his brother and a friend when he was 
abducted just a half-mile from his home in St 
Joseph, in centra! Minnesota. A gunman stepped out 
of the woods and disappeared with Jacob. 


Lawrence Nichols, an Eagan-basecf defense attorney 
vho was a childhood neighbor of Patty Wetterling, 
said the burden of proof necessary to excavate 
private property was no greater than what is needed 
for a typical police search of a home or office. 

"You just need a search warrant. ... Haven't you ever 
seen ‘Cops’? They can go in with a sledgehammer," 
Nichols said. 

"They need probable cause to get a warrant, and 
probable cause is basically, 'It's likely that fruits, 
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The missing boy's name has become synonymous 
with missing and vulnerable children, leading to the 
formation of the Jacob Wetterling Foundation by his 
parents in 1990. 

The foundation, which later became the Jacob 
Wetterling Resource Center, merged with the 
National Child Protection Training Center in 
February. Its staff members lead community sex 
offender notification forums, among other efforts 
aimed at raising awareness of child sexual 
exploitation and abduction. 
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i he Wetterlings organized a children's concert last 
year at the College of St. Benedict in St. Joseph to 
mark the 20th anniversary of their son's abduction. 

Patty Wetterling last year wrote and published a 
book, "Jacob’s Hope," which she said was aimed at 
helping her grandchildren understand what 
happened to their uncle. 

interviewed by the Pioneer Press in October, she 
said she remains as dumbfounded as anyone as to 
how such a crime could take place in small-town 

America. 

"We don't know what happened," she said. "It's just a 
whole bunch of 'we don't knows.' There's no such 
word as 'closure.' Answers. We need answers." 

This story contains information from the Associated 
Press. 
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Few details emerge after day of investigation near 
Wetterling's abduction 

By Kan Petrie and David Unze 
kpetne@stcloudtimes.com, dunze@stcloudtimes com 

Vie w p h oto g a 11 e ry 

f T ' M ° re than 20 years after investi 9 ators scoured ditches, fields and rural properties for 

Jacob Wetterling, a sea of law enforcement converged Wednesday on the site where Wetterling was 
last seen. 


Stearns County Sheriff John Sanner said a court order prohibited him from saying why more than a 
dozen vehicles and numerous officers spent the day at 29748-91st Ave FBI spokesman E.K. Wilson 
said the FBI was assisting in a search warrant operation in the area. Investigators from the state 
bureau of Criminal Apprehension also were involved in the search. 


The property is ow/ned by Robert and Rita Rassier, and directory information shows that Daniel 
Rassier also lists that address as his residence. 


!^ h i! e ?° bocly in law enforcement linked the search to the 11-year-old’s 1989 abduction, Patty 

W ® tt .® rl ' n £ said she was ha PPy that investigators have continued to go back through the entire case 
and that they have gone “back to the beginning." 

"Jacob’s last footsteps are shown on that driveway," she said Wednesday. 


Sanner said the Stearns County Attorney’s Office had advised him that a court order prevented him 
from saying why his investigators were at the residence. He declined to describe the court order. 


“S S 88 ,.° f th ® C0Urt ° rde [' '' m not 90in 9 t0 answer ” whether the activity was related to the abduction 
of Wetterling, a crime that has gripped Central Minnesota for nearly 21 years. 


1 d ° unde [ s i tand that the Public is interested in what's going on," Sanner said. “I don’t want to do 
anything at this point to compromise any potential prosecution.” 


Numerous unmarked vehicles and squad cars drove in and out of the residence Wednesday as 
Stearns County squad cars controlled access to the driveway. 


H?„^T S ?h Were ' n , connection t0 the ac t'vity at the residence, Sanner said. Investigators would 
property ^ pr ° perty t0day ’ he said ' He dldn,t know how lon 9 investigators would be at the Rassier 


Robert Rassier told the Times in a phone conversation Wednesday that investiqators 
residence but that he didn’t want to discuss the situation further. 


were at his 


Aeria photographs taken Wednesday morning by the St. Cloud Times showed as many as 17 
vehicles, all-terram vehicles and trailers on the property. Times aerial photos also show people 
moving into and around as many as five outbuildings at the residence. 


7/1/2010 


Ihfn^ln 9 ^ 3 ^ 1 - 1 y earsoldwhan be wes abducted at gunpoint on Oct. 22, 1989, near the entry to 

l h hdnrtSL S d "Y eWay as w®’ ,' S br ° ther 3nd 3 friend biked home from a local store a * ^sk. hTs 
abduction led to the first federal mandates that each state create sex offender registries. Patty 
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Wetterling traveled the country to help pass that law. 

For the first 14 years of the investigation, authorities had focused on a vehicle that a witness reported 
seeing near the abduction site. The driver came forward in 2003 and was ruled out as a suspect. 

Authorities decided it was likely that the abductor hadn’t used a vehicle. They then changed their 
theory of the abduction to focus on the likelihood that the abductor was a local resident, 

Patty Wetterling said Wednesday that she hadn’t been told by investigators about the search at the 
Rassier residence. She said she was "pleased for a lot of reasons” by the search. 

Both families have been traveling on parallel tracks,” she said, because they both want answers to 
what happened on that road more than 20 years ago. Both families could receive some form of 
closure from the search, she said. 

Jerry Wetterling said Wednesday that he also wasn’t aware that a search of the property was coming. 

He saw four or five squad cars at the end of the property's driveway when he drove past on his wav 
to work Wednesday morning, he said. 

Tm just glad that everything is being pursued that can be pursued,” he said. 

Stearns County Attorney Janelle Kendall also cited the court order as the reason she couldn't 

comment on the search. The moment anything related to the search becomes public she said the 
information will be released. 


Two flatbed trailers left the property Wednesday evening with items for the St. Joseph Parish Festival 

that were stored on the farm, including metal framing for tents and large plastic barrels, also for the 
festival. 


Joe Prom, of Joe s Auto Wrecking, was one of the people who went onto the property to qet the 
items. r r / » 


He said a group of officers were leaving as he arrived and that he didn’t notice anything out of order. 

Also seen leaving the property was a minivan with Louisiana license plates that had a sticker on the 
back that read Louisiana K9 Search and Rescue.” There were two animal crates in the back. 
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Investigators revisit Wetterling 
abduction 

County, state and federal agents 
spent 14 hours searching a property 
near where the 11-year-old boy was 
taken by a masked man in 1989. 

By JAMES WALSH and RICHARD MERYHEW, Star 
Tribune staff writers 

Last update: July 1, 2010 - 6:51 AM 

ST, JOSEPH, MINN. - More than two decades 
after 11-year-old Jacob Wetterling was 
abducted by a masked man at gunpoint here, 
investigators and earth-moving equipment 
| descended on a farm near where he was last 
seen. 

Tight-lipped police and FBI agents spent 
more than 14 hours Wednesday searching a 
armhouse and adjacent property near the 
spot where Wetterling vanished on a warm 
October night in 1989. They are expected to 
remain overnight at the farm where they had 
previously questioned a resident and taken 
DNA samples. 

As children pedaled past the scene 
Wednesday evening on bicycles, officials sajd 
nothing more than they were conducting an 

Advertisement 


investigation. 


Patty Wetterling, Jacob's mother and a 
longtime activist for missing children, said 
authorities had alerted her to their plans 
Wednesday. 

"I'm grateful the investigation is still going on, 
and I’m grateful people are still willing to 
help," she said. 

Stearns County Chief Deputy Bruce Bechtold 
said that a court order prevented 
investigators from discussing why they were a 
t the spot, located about a half mile from the 
Wetterling home in St. Joseph, or what, 
specifically, they hoped to find. 

"All I can say is that we are conducting an 
investigation today," Bechtold said, "Any of 
the details of the investigation are restricted 
from dissemination by the court order." 

Bechtold said the order was issued earlier 
this week. 

Investigators from the FBI and state Bureau 
of Criminal Apprehension were at the scene 
to assist Stearns County. At one point, 17 law 
enforcement vehicles were parked around 
the farmhouse and outbuildings. 
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Authorities involved in the investigation said 
the search came after two young agents 
working the case took a fresh look at the file. 

There were no new tips that sparked the 
search, "no nothing, just young cops looking 
at the file and they said 'Maybe we should go 
take a look, 1 " said an official familiar with 
developments. 

Asked if the agents were merely working off 
a hunch, the official said, "Yeah." 

He also said that as of Wednesday night, it 
didn't appear investigators found anything 
significant. 

Just after 6 p.m., a silver Dodge Charger, two 
SUVs and a BCA crime lab truck pulled out of 
the long dirt driveway leading to the farm, 
turned right and headed back toward St. 

Joseph. 

A few minutes later, two flatbed trucks, one 
red, one blue, hauling dozens of plastic 
drums and green scaffolding exited the 
property as well. A deputy at the scene said 
officials were simply taking items stored into 
town where they were to be used in a 
community festival this weekend. 


Wetterling was abducted shortly after 9 p.m. 
Oct. 22, 1989, while heading home from a 
local convenience store with his brother 
Trevor, then 10, and best friend, Aaron 
Larson, who was 11. The kidnapping, taking 
place in a relatively small and quiet prairie 
town about 75 miles northwest of the Twin 
Cities, shocked Minnesotans like few crimes 
before it, gripping a region for weeks and 
making headlines across the country. 

"The first thing I remember was the flash of 
the gun, and a guy saying 'Stop, I have a 
gun,'" Larson said last fall on the 20th 
anniversary of the kidnapping. "I caught my 
breath. I thought it was a high school kid 
pulling a joke on us. ...Then it hits you: this is 
happening, it's no joke." 

Despite more than 40,000 leads from all over 
the world during the past two decades, Jacob 
hasn't been seen since. 

No one has been arrested in connection with 
the case. 

The property searched Wednesday has been 
targetted by Stearns County investigators 
before. 


Familiar turf 


In 2004, they began questioning a man who 
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lives there and obtained DNA samples from 
him, according a relative who spoke with the S 
tar Tribune at that time. The man, now 54, 
lives with his parents, both in their 80s. 

The relative also said the man received an 
envelope back then with the return address 
of the Steams County Sheriffs Office. The 
envelope included a handwritten letter signed 
by Jacob's mother, Patty Wetterling, 

It implored anyone with information about 
Jacob's disappearance to come forward. 

The relative said the man called authorities 
the night of the abduction to report a s 
uspicious car turning around in his 
driveway. 

Authorities didn't call the man a suspect in 
2004, and the relative said then that he 
believed the man was innocent, adding, "He 
ust wouldn't do something like that." 

When the man drove up to the property 
Wednesday, he was stopped by deputies who 
asked several questions. After a few minutes, 
a deputy went to the man's mailbox, grabbed 
his mail and gave it to him. 

Later, a woman answering the phone at the 
man's home hung up when asked about the 
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search of the property, 

'Back to the beginnings' 

Patty Wetterling, who works in St, Paul, said 
she had been told by investigators that the 
search would be conducted sometime soon. 

She said she got a call from authorities 
Wednesday morning at about the same time 
that her husband, Jerry, saw police vehicles 
drive into the farm near their St Joseph 
home. 

"He was wondering what was going on," she 
said. 

"We knew they were going to do it, but just 
not today, 1 ' she added. T 'I knew they were 
revisiting old stuff, and I got a call this 
morning saying it was today. 

"It's a good investigation," she added. "They 
are going back to the beginning. They are 
reviewing a lot of things." 

Stearns County Attorney Janelle Kendall 
declined to comment about the investigation 
or why police returned to the house to do 
more work. 

But, she added, "What 1 can say is this has 
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been 21 years and the sheriffs office works 
every single call that comes in on it. It's an 
active investigation and it always has been." 


Throughout the day, small groups of 
neighbors and residents wandered past to 
check to see what was going on. 

One was Jane Thielen, the mother of a 14- 
year-old boy. 

Thielen said she was certain when Jacob was 
abducted that the kidnapper would soon be 
caught. 

Emotions may have faded over time, but, she 
added, "a day like today brings it all back." 

jwalsh@startribune.com • 612-673-7428 
richm@startribune.com • 612-673-4425 





LYNYRD SKYNYRD 

FRIDAY, JULY 16 

ON SALE NOW ticketmaster .COM My $tit L*Ke' 


OwnM^dQfMKIlCd tfrlte Shi topM tfdtMlWlllMSQi* Camm irtftp 


CASINO » HOTEL 

mystlclake.com 

—— ---e lH -t. ■ 


Print Powered 


By ( mWon 11 a : Dy namics/j 


http://www.startribune.com/templates/fdcp71277990643062 


13 (s 

7/1/2010 





StarTribune.com 

Investigators resume search of farm near Wetterling abduction 
JAMES WALSH AND RICHARD MERYHEW, Star Tribune staff writers 

ST. JOSEPH, MINN. - Shortly before 6:30 a.m. Thursday, investigators began returning to the St. Joseph 
area farm near where Jacob Wetterling was abducted, and which they had searched most of the day 
Wednesday. 

A Steams County sheriff captain was followed by an FBI special agent, and they were followed a few 
minutes later by several other investigators, including a couple of K-9 teams. 

The Bureau of Criminal Apprehension crime scene truck also drove onto the farm. 

In all, about 10 to 12 vehicles entered the site before 7 a.m. 


At 7.30 a.m., the 54-year-old man who lives on the farm and whom authorities have questioned before 
and taken DNA samples from, drove away from the site, with his father and mother in the car. 

On Wednesday, investigators and earth-moving equipment descended on the farm near where the 11- 
year-old boy was abducted by a masked man at gunpoint more than two decades ago. 

Tight-lipped police and FBI agents spent more than 14 hours Wednesday searching a farmhouse and 
adjacent property near the spot where Wetterling vanished on a warm October night in 1989. 

As children pedaled past the scene Wednesday evening on bicycles, officials said nothing more than they 
were conducting an investigation. 


Patty Wetterling, Jacobs mother and a longtime activist for missing children, said authorities had alerted 
her to their plans Wednesday. 


H|f 


m grateful the investigation is still going on, and I'm grateful people are still willing to help, 1 * She said. 


Stearns County Chief Deputy Bruce Bechtold said that a court order prevented investigators from 
discussing why they were at the spot, located about a half mile from the Wetterling home in St Joseph or 
what, specifically, they hoped to find. 


"All l can say is that we are conducting an investigation today," Bechtold said. "Any of the details of the 
investigation are restricted from dissemination by the court order." 

Bechtold said the order was issued earlier this week. 

Investigators from the FBI and state Bureau of Criminal Apprehension were at the scene to assist Stearns 
County. At one point, 17 law enforcement vehicles were parked around the farmhouse and outbuildings. 

Authorities involved in the investigation said the search came after two young agents workinq the case 
took a fresh look at the file. 


Th ! r !, We [ e n ° new tips that s P arked the search . "no nothing, just young cops looking at the file and they 
said Maybe we should go take a look, 1 " said an official familiar with developments. 










Asked if the agents were merely working off a hunch, the official said, "Yeah." 

He also said that as of Wednesday night, it didn't appear investigators found anything significant. 

Just after 6 p.m., a silver Dodge Charger, two SUVs and a BCA crime lab truck pulled out of the long dirt 
driveway leading to the farm, turned right and headed back toward St. Joseph. 

A few minutes later, two flatbed trucks, one red, one blue, hauling dozens of plastic drums and green 
scaffolding exited the property as well. A deputy at the scene said officials were simply taking items 
stored into town where they were to be used in a community festival this weekend. 

Familiar turf 


Wetterling was abducted shortly after 9 p.m. Oct. 22, 1989, while heading home from a local convenience 

store with his brother Trevor, then 10, and best friend, Aaron Larson, who was 11. The kidnapping, taking 

place in a relatively small and quiet prairie town about 75 miles northwest of the Twin Cities, shocked 

Minnesotans like few crimes before it, gripping a region for weeks and making headlines across the 
country. 


"The first thing I remember was the flash of the gun, and a guy saying 'Stop, I have a gun,"' Larson said 
last fall on the 20th anniversary of the kidnapping. "I caught my breath. I thought it was a high school kid 
pulling a joke on us. ...Then it hits you: this is happening, it's no joke." 

Despite more than 40,000 leads from all over the world during the past two decades, Jacob hasn't been 
seen since. 


No one has been arrested in connection with the case. 

The property searched Wednesday has been targetted by Stearns County investigators before. 

In 2004, they began questioning a man who lives there and obtained DNA samples from him, according a 

relative who spoke with the Star Tribune at that time. The man, now 54, lives with his parents both in 
their 80s. 


The relative also said the man received an envelope back then with the return address of the Stearns 

County Sheriffs Office. The envelope included a handwritten letter signed by Jacob's mother Pattv 
Wetterling. 

It implored anyone with information about Jacob's disappearance to come forward. 

The relative said the man called authorities the night of the abduction to report a suspicious carturnina 
around in his driveway. 

Authorities didn't call the man a suspect in 2004, and the relative said then that he believed the man was 
innocent, adding, "He just wouldn't do something like that." 

When the man drove up to the property Wednesday, he was stopped by deputies who asked several 
questions. After a few minutes, a deputy went to the man's mailbox, grabbed his mail and gave it to him. 

Later, a woman answering the phone at the man's home hung up when asked about the search of the 
property. 


'Back to the beginnings' 


Patty Wetterling, who works in St. Paul, said she had been told by investigators that the search would be 
conducted sometime soon. 


She said she got a call from authorities Wednesday morning at about the same time that her husband 
Jerry, saw police vehicles drive into the farm near their St. Joseph home. 

"He was wondering what was going on," she said. 


We knew they were going to do it, but just not today," she added. "I knew they were revisiting old stuff 
and I got a call this morning saying it was today. 


It s a good investigation," she added. "They are going back to the beginninq Thev 
things." 


are reviewing a lot of 


Stearns County Attorney Janelle Kendall declined to comment about the investigation or why police 
returned to the house to do more work. 


But she added, 'What I can say is this has been 21 years and the sheriffs office works every single call 
that comes in on it. It's an active investigation and it always has been." 

Throughout the day, small groups of neighbors and residents wandered past to check to see what was 
going on. 


One was Jane Thielen, the mother of a 14-year-old boy. 

Thielen said she was certain when Jacob was abducted that the kidnapper would soon be caught. 
Emotions may have faded over time, but, she added, "a day like today brings it all back." 
iw alsh@istartribune.com • 612-673-7428 richm@startribune.com • 612-673-4425 
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Farm searched near 1989 abduction site of 11-year-old Jacob Wetterling 
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Tight-lipped investigators and earth-moving equipment have been searching a farm in M innesnia near where 11 vear-old Jacob 
Welt&rliog.wa$_aMy£led at gunpoint by a masked man in 1909, the Star-Tribuns reports. 

Authorities had previously questioned a resident at the farm and taken DNA samples, the Minneapolis newspaper says. 

Patty Wetterling, Jacob s mother and a longtime activist for missing children, said she was alerted by authorities to the latest 
operation and says she is “'grateful" the investigation is still going on. 

A court order prevents officials from discussing why they are at the farm, which is about a half-mile the Wetterling home in 
SL Joseph, Minn., the newspaper reports. 

The Star-Tribune says two young agents who were taking a fresh look at the case prompted the search of the farm. 

(Posted by Doug Stanglin) 
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Farm Searched 3 rd Time Since ’ 8 g Abduction 

ST JOSEPH, Minn (WCCO) Investigators returned Thursday to a central Minnesota property near the spot where an 11-year-old boy was abducted at gunpoint nearly 21 years ago. 


Jacob Wetterling was riding his bike with his brother and a friend in 1909 when a masked man with a gun approached them. The boys said the man took 
Jacob. There have been no arrests. 

Jacob's mom, Patty Wetterling, said it was at the end of the farm's driveway that footprints belonging to Jacob were last seen. 

Authorities have said little about the search that started Wednesday in Si Joseph, Minn , but they were on the property for 10 hours with dogs that were 
sniffing the area 

Steams County Chief Sheriffs Deputy Bruce Bechtold says a court order restricted him from discussing the investigation. FBI spokesman E K Wilson 
said the FBI was assisting in search warrant operations in the area. 

On Thursday, Steam County officials, an FBI special agent, K-9 teams, and a Bureau of Criminal Apprehension crime scene truck are all on the scene. 
Different media organizations have been camped out near the property since the Investigation started. 

A backhoe and dump truck were spotted entering the area too. Views from the WCCO-TV helicopter showed crews digging on the property. 

Patty Wetterling arrived on the scene before noon to see for herself what was happening. She said she was going to wait out the Investigation at her 
house, located just a half-mile down the road. 

She said it is an emotional lime and the helicopters in the air brought back all kinds of memories from the search 21 years ago 
"It's a little overwhelming coming down the road, ya know, I wasn’t here yesterday ... and just wow,” said Wetterling, 

The farm is owned by Robert and Rita Rassier. They also owned it when Jacob disappeared. 
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At the time of kidnapping, their adult son, Daniel, was living with them, but his parents were out of town. 


jsligators told the family that they would be on the property through the afternoon Thursday. 
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This is the third time thal the farm has been searched in 21 years since Jacob's disappearance, 

The Jacob Wetterling Resource Center said they haven't been contacted from police regarding the current investigation. 

They did say that the interest in Jacob's story proves the “resiliency of hope for all of those who feel connected to his story and la his family 11 
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WCCO-TV reporter Caroline Lowe is in St. Joseph, and will have live reports at noon, 5 p.m and 6 pm. 
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Investigators Wrap Up Search Near Abduction Site 



Reporting 
Caroline Lowe 


ST. JOSEPH, Minn. (WCCO) Law enforcement from Stearns County, the FBI and the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension wrapped up a two-day search of a 
property near where Jacob Wetterling was abducted in 1989. 

From the air you can see the heavy equipment that was used to dig up some dirt around the property. The search produced six mounds 
of dirt dug up by a backhoe. The soil was transported to a Steams County Public Works Facility, a short distance away, where it was 
guarded under heavy security. 


Because of a court order, law enforcement Is not able to tell us much about what's been going on at the property except that they are executing a search 
warrant. 



Jacob Wetterling was biking home from Ihe convenience store with his brother and a friend when a gunman came out of the bushes and took him. He 
was Just 11-years-old. 

Now, 21 years later, the investigation is once again centered near that abduction site. 

Sources say a police K-9 that searched the property 21 years ago picked up Jacob's scent on the road leading into that site. The K-9 lost the scent after 
about 200 feel on to the property 

The farm is owned by Robert and Rita Rassier. They also owned it when Jacob disappeared. 
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of dirt dug up by a backhoe. The 
soil was transported to a Steams 
County Public Works Facility, a 
short distance away, where it was 
guarded under heavy security. 

CBS 

Related Stories 


Investigators, under orders from a judge, would not to discuss this massive search with the media or even with Jacob’s mother, Patty Wetterling 


Patty Wetterling made a brief stop to see the search on Thursday and then headed to her home, which is less than a half mile away, to wail for any 
developments, 

1 don’t know what to think and then I what do I want? Do you hope they'll find something? I'm not sure Do 1 hope they don't find something? That's hot 
good either. It's real confusing," she said 
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Patty Wetterling said she Is very grateful law enforcement officers haven't stopped their commitment to finding Jacob. 

r. 

,nk the entire slate of Minnesota needs to know what happened to Jacob, you know, where, who did this, what happened, where is he? Its answers, 
we need answers. We need to know," she said. 
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Investigators dig near site of '89 child abduction 

T. JOSEPH, Minn. (AP) — Investigators used a backhoe Thursday lo dig up the central Minnesota properly near the site where 11-year-old Jacob Wetterling was abducted nearly 21 
jars ago, while his mother waited for answers at her home just a half-mile away. 

By: AMY FORLITI; PATRICK CONDON, Associated Press 

ST, JOSEPH, Minn. (AP) — Investigators used a backhoe Thursday to dig up the central Minnesota property near the site where 11-year-old Jacob 
Wetterling was abducted nearly 21 years ago, while his mother waited for answers at her home just a half-mile away, 

Patty Wetterling said she hoped they would find something at the property in St. Joseph, she's wasn't sure what, 

"It’s kind of like, what do we want to happen? What do we want them to find?" Wetterling said. "Clothes, a shoe, a body? Ick. It's all troubling.'' 

Authorities said little about the search that began a day earlier. Stearns County Chief Sheriffs Deputy Bruce Bechtold reiterated that a court order 
prevented him from discussing details. Authorities did not even confirm it had anything to do with Jacob. 

The search concluded Thursday evening, Sheriff John Sanner told the St. Cloud Times. He said the phase of an investigation focusing on the property 
near where Jacob was abducted was complete and no arrests had been made. 

Sanner would not comment about what investigators found or were looking for, citing the court order, but said a news release would be issued Friday 
morning. 

The sheriff told me he really cant talk to anybody about it, and that means us too," Wetterling told The Associated Press, adding she was deeply touched 
by the continued interest in the case, and grateful for law enforcement efforts, 

Hobbling on crutches and with scrapes on her face after a recent bicycle accident, Wetterling spoke to the AP in the living room of her home on a wooded 

cul-de-sac while the search was ongoing. An unframed photograph of Jacob rested on a nearby piano, as the phone rang nearly nonstop with calls from 
family, friends and the media. 

Wetterling admitted the sudden flurry of activity has been emotionally difficult. 

"It brings you back to the beginning," she said. "The helicopters make my heart race. It's kind of raw." 


On Oct 22,1989, Jacob was riding his bicycle with his brother and a friend when they were approached by a masked gunman. He told the boys to stop, 
and lay on their stomachs in a ditch. He then ordered the other two boys to run away, and Jacob has been missing ever since. 

There have been no arrests and authorities have cleared more than 40,000 leads over the years. 

Jacobs disappearance from the town about 80 miles northwest of Minneapolis rocked Minnesota and drew national attention. His mother became an 
advocate for missing children and helped pass federal and state laws to track sex offenders and alert the public when children go missing. In 1990, she 
and Jacob's father, Jerry Wetterling, founded what's now known as the Jacob Wetterling Resource Center. 

This is really a case that transcends so many others," said Ernie Allen, president of the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children. "Patty 

Wetterling has become a voice of hope for thousands of other families." Thanks to her work, he said, more than 716,000 registered sex offenders are in 
databases across the country. 

Allen said his organization had technical experts on the scene. Stearns County officials, the FBI, K-9 teams, and the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension 
also were on the 158-acre property Thursday. 

The property itself was blocked off to media, and is hidden behind a grove of trees. But aerial footage by KTSP-TV showed a backhoe excavating the 
land. A dump truck hauled away loads of dirt. 

The property is owned by Robert and Rita Rassier, who are in their 60s. Their 54-year-old son, Daniel, lives with them. A phone message left at the house 
was not returned Thursday. 

The Jacob Wetterling Resource Center released a statement saying it had not been contacted by law enforcement itoout the search. 

"We have no comment regarding why the investigation is being pursued, if it is connected to Jacob, or why the investigation is being looked into at this 
time," the statement said. 


With the recent recovery of Jaycee Dugard, a California girl who was kidnapped and found alive 18 years later, there is even more hope Jacob will be 
found alive, Allen said, "but if something terrible happened ... these families deserve answers." 

Wetterling allowed herself a glimmer of hope Thursday. 


"Maybe they'll find a current picture of Jacob and he's living in Jamaica," she said. "I'd like that." 


http ://www. wday. com/event/article/i d/35489/ 
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Dig revives 21-year-old Minnesota abduction case 

3y AMY FORLITI (AP) - 3 days ago 

MINNEAPOLIS — Nearly 21 years after an 11-year-old boy was abducted on a familiar central 
Minnesota road, authorities acknowledged Friday there is new activity in the case, after 
investigators spent two days searching and digging at a farm near where Jacob Wetterling was 
last seen. 

The Stearns County Sheriffs Department said Friday they had seized several items during their 
search of the 158-acre property in St. Joseph and confirmed that the search was related to 
Jacob's disappearance, which drew national attention and led to state and federal sex offender 
registration laws. 

Authorities did not describe the items seized or release any additional details, The department 
said in a statement that analysis of the items could take weeks or months. 

Jacob was riding his bicycle with his brother and a friend on Oct. 22, 1989 when they were 
approached by a masked gunman who told the boys to stop and lay on their stomachs in a ditch. 
He ordered the other two boys to run away, and Jacob has been missing ever since. 

There have been no arrests and authorities have cleared more than 40,000 leads over the years. 

Jacob was abducted along the road at the end of the driveway to the property that was searched 
The farm is owned by Robert Rassier and his wife, Rita, who are both in their 80s. Their son, 
Daniel Rassier, ateo lives there and was home the night of the abduction. A woman who 
answered the phone at the house Friday said no one would comment. Another message left by 
The Associated Press was not returned. 

But Daniel Rassier, 54, told the St. Cloud Times that investigators have interviewed him 

"numerous times" about Jacob's disappearance, and that he has submitted to a lie-detector test, 
hypnosis and DNA sampling. 

"I had absolutely nothing to do with anything with Jacob." he told the newspaper. "I didn't do it. I 
had nothing to do with it.” 

Sheriff John Sanner told the Times that Daniel Rassier is a "person of interest" in Jacob's 
disappearance. 

Rassier said he believes investigators came to his property because of new canine resources, 
and he’ll do what he can to help. Sanner told the newspaper that investigators developed 
probable cause in recent weeks that led to the search, although he would not elaborate. 

Sanner did not return a phone message left by the AP. 


Officials from the sheriffs office, the FBI, the state Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, K-9 
handlers, and the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children converged on the Rassier 
property Wednesday. By Thursday, earthmoving equipment began digging, and truck loads of 
what appeared to be dirt were hauled away. 

Officials said they couldn't release additional details of their investigation. 

Court orders by Stearns County District Judge Vicki Landwehr said four separate search 
warrants would not be made available to the public at this time because their release could 
hamper the investigation. 

There have been no arrests connected to the search, which wrapped up Thursday, 

After the kidnapping in the town about 80. miles northwest of Minneapolis, Jacob's mother, Patty 
Wetterling, became an advocate for missing children and helped pass federal and state laws to 
track sex offenders and alert the public when children go missing. In 1990, she and Jacob's 
father, Jerry Wetterling, founded what's now known as the Jacob Wetterling Resource Center. 

Patty Wetterling said Friday that the sheriff shared the news with her the night before, but didn't 
answer any questions or say anything beyond what he told the media. 

"They can't. So we know as much as you know," she said. "I didn't really ask a lot of questions I 
was grateful for the heads up." 

"It's been my experience that these things take a long time," she added. "You wait and see — 
and you hope. We hope we get some answers." 

Copyright © 2010 The Associated Press All rights reserved. 
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A backhoe digs up the ground 
on a St. Joseph, Minn, property 
on Thursday, July 1,2010 near 
where 11-year-old Jacob 
Wetterling was abducted at 
gunpoint nearly 21 years ago. 
(AP Photo/The Star-Tribune, 
Brian Peterson) ST. PAUL 
PIONEER PRESS OUT. 
MINNEAPOLIS-AREA TV OUT, 
MAGS OUT 
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New Evidence in Jacob Wetterling Case 

®NEWS 


investigators Dig For New Evidence in Wetterling Case 

Officials Continue 21-Year Search for Missing Jacob Wetterling 
By JOHN WETENHALL 
July 2, 2010— 

Minnesota investigators today confirmed that the search of a local farm near St. Joseph, Minn., earlier this week was 
related to the 21-year-old case of Jacob Wetterling, who disappeared after an apparent abduction at the farm in 
1989* 

"A number of items were seized pursuant to the search warrants and will require additional processing and or 

analysis which could take several weeks to possibly months to complete,” the Stearns County Sheriff Department 
statement said. 

Crews arrived at the farm on Wednesday and Thursday to search and dig on the premises. 

The sheriffs office also confirmed that it had been joined in the search by the FBI, the Minnesota Bureau of 
Criminal Apprehension, the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, and a team of search and rescue 
dogs and their handlers. 

e statement also included a copy of the court orders that previously prevented officials from disclosing any details 
about the new activity in the search. Not even Jacob's mother, Patty Wetterling, knew what investigators were doing 
at the farm a half mile down the road from her house. 

"They can't tell me," Patty Wetterling told ABCNews.com Thursday. "I do believe it's connected." 

Jacob, then 11, was taken by a masked man from the driveway of the farm while his brother and a friend watched. 
Even after 21 years, Patty Wetterling is cautiously optimistic about the search. 

"I'm hopeful that they'll find something," Wetterling told ABCNews.com, "We're keeping our fingers crossed, 
saying a little prayer here and there." 

"It's hard," she said. "It's very confusing, what to feel, what to think, what to do," 

She praised law enforcement officials for their continued attention to a search that she has never given up on. "What 
it shows to me is the absolute commitment of law enforcement to never quit," Wetterling said, 

Ernie Allen, president and CEO of the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, echoed Wetterling's 
sentiment. 

This sounds a loud clear message that this case is still alive and the investigation continues," Allen told 
ABCNews.com Thursday. 

len is also hopeful that the new efforts will finally lead to some conclusion. 

"At a minimum, these people deserve some answers. They need to know what happened," he said, 

Q\Yy\ I 
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Jacob Wetterling Was Abducted While Bicycling With a Brother and a Friend 
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A man who answered a ceil phone registered to the farm property refused to confirm his identity and refused to 
swer any questions about the renewed activity on the farm earlier this week. 

Im not answering any stupid questions," the man told ABCNews.com. "We've been questioned and harassed for 21 
years. We're done." 

Local ABC News affiliate JCSTPjxported that up to 17 vehicles were on the property Wednesday and many 
returned today. A dump truck filled with dirt left the property today and came back empty soon after. 

Jacob was abducted on Oct. 22, 1989, as he, his brother Trevor and a friend were returning home on their bicycles 
from picking up a video. It was the first time Jacob had been out alone at night on his bike. 


On the return home, according to the other boys, a masked gunman stopped all three — and then drove off with 
Jacob. 

All that remained of him on the gravel road was a spot where Jacob's footprints seemed to show resistance. And 
then nothing. 

Over the past two decades, Jacob's mother, Patty Wetterling, has sustained herself with hope. 

"We hope for Jacob, for all of our grandkids, for every child who's home safe today and ever y chi ld wh o's missing ." 
she said in an interview with "Nightline" last October on the 20th anniversary of the boy's disappearance. 

Over the years, his mother has found her voice, and her mission: to find Jacob and help protect other children. 

lot of people ask, 'How do you do it?' How could I not?" she said. "Every parent knows, you would do anything 

for your children, and our anything [has] got to be a little more than we ever would have dreamed, but you continue. 
We'll do anything that we can to find him." 

Copyright © 2010 ABC News Internet Ventures 
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Police reopen 
Minnesota 
abduction cold case 

Updated 3d 10h ago 

By Kari Petrie and David Unze, USA TODAY 

A two-day search of a Minnesota farm has breathed 
new life into the nearly 21-year-old Jacob Wetterling 
abduction — a case that drew national attention and 
led to state and federal sex offender registration 
laws. 

Stearns County Sheriff John Sanner said Friday that 
Dan Rassier, who lives at the St Joseph Township 
farm, is a "person of interest 11 in the case. Rassier 
said he will do what he can to help authorities. 

The Steams County Sheriffs Office issued a 
statement saying it seized "a number of items" 
during the search. 

Those items need to be processed and analyzed, 

/hich could take several weeks or months to 

complete, Sanner said. No arrests have been made, 
he said. 


"I had absolutely nothing to do with anything with 
Jacob," Rassier said. "I didn't do it I had nothing to 
do with it" 

Rassier said he believes investigators came back to 
his property this week because of new canine 
resources. He said he supports any effort to do a 
search in a new and better way. 

"I'm all for it," he said. 

Rassier says he is cooperating with authorities and 
has plans to meet with them in the future. Rassier is 
concerned mainly with how the attention is affecting 
his family. 

"For over 20 years, we have experienced our own 
never-ending nightmare," he said. "We realize that 
it's nothing like what the Wetterlings have gone 
through." 

Patty Wetterling said Friday that she was "exhausted" 
from the events of the week, but that she gained 
strength from what investigators were doing. 

"The big message is that the sheriffs department 
proved that you never give up on our children," she 
said. "That's huge. They put resources and energy 
and time and skill into this, and it’s very 
strengthening to me." 


Wetterling was abducted Oct 22, 1989, when a 
masked gunman stopped him, his brother and a 
friend as they returned home from a convenience 
store. Wetterling's brother and friend were let go by 
the man who took Wetterling. 


The abduction happened at the end of the driveway 
to the property owned by Robert and Rita Rassier, 
Dan Rassieds parents. Dan, 54, Jives there with his 
parents. He also was living at the house at the time 
of the abduction. 

Dan Rassier said in a phone interview with the St 
Cloud Times Friday that investigators have 
interviewed him "numerous times" about Wetterling's 
disappearance. He said he has submitted to a lie- 
detector test, hypnosis and DNA sampling. 

Sanner said Rassier has submitted to several tests 
but couldn’t recall specifics Friday afternoon. 


Sanner said in an interview Friday that four search 
warrants have been executed "at or near" the Rassier 
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iome. His office released four court orders that free Times 

investigators from their obligation to file the 
executed search warrants in court, which would 
make them public documents. 


Filing of the executed search warrants and 
accompanying inventories of what investigators 
took from the Rassier property "could cause future 
related searches to be unsuccessful and could 
create substantial risk of severely hampering this 
ongoing investigation of the disappearance of Jacob 
Wetterling," according to the orders signed by 
Stearns County District Court Judge Vicki Landwehr. 

There is "a lot of information to process," Sanner 
said Friday. He said investigators are working with 
"a lot of volume." He wouldn't speak specifically 
about what was found. 

On Thursday, investigators dug up a portion of the 
property about 1,000 feet from the house. Dump 
trucks were seen arriving at the property and 
leaving filled with soil The soil was taken to the 
gated county public works facility in Waite Park 
where it is covered with a tarp inside a building. 

When asked if the search of the property was 
significant to the case as a whole, Sanner said it was 
too early to answer that question. Investigators 
von't know the significance until they process all 
the items, he said. 

Investigators in recent weeks developed probable 
cause that led to the search of the property, he said. 
They were then able to get additional resources to 
help with the search. 

He wouldn't comment on what additional probable 
cause was developed, saying that would be counter¬ 
productive to the investigation. 

The sheriffs office was assisted by the FBI, the 
Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, the 
National Center of Missing and Exploited Children 
and search and rescue dogs. 

Sanner said he's not too concerned about the age of 
any evidence that could be found. Technology that 
can help in the investigation keeps advancing. 

"We don't ever stop trying," he said. 

Petrie and Unze report for the St. Cloud (Minn.) 
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Authorities wrap up two-day investigation in 
Wetterling abduction 

Created Jul 2 2010 - 9:00pm 
By Tracee Tolentino, FOX 21 News 

ST. JOSEPH, Minn. - The Stearns County Sheriffs Office spent the past two days searching the 
property near where 11-year-old Jacob Wetterling was abducted on October 22, 1989. 

On Friday, authorities confirmed the search was related to the Wetterling abduction but aren't saying 
wh 5 P r ° m P te d them to take a closer look at the property. Large equipment was brought in to dig up 
part of the property. A number of items were seized from the property but what they are or why is still 

The case has remained open for the past 21 years. “That's absolutely the most heartening part of all 

tnis is that no body s quit, you know we're not giving up until we find Jacob and find out who did this 

what happened, where is he. Those are questions I believe every Minnesotan needs to know " says ’ 
Jacob s mother, Patty Wetterling. ’ y 

Authorities say the items they've seized will require additional processing and analysis which could 
iake weeks or months. 

A man who lives at the farm says he's been questioned by authorities numerous times about the 
case but says he had nothing to do with the abduction. He says he'll do what he can to help in the 
investigation. There have been no arrests connected to this week's search. 
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Strong, but wounded 
family the real story 
behind Jacob's abduction 

ST JOSEPH, Minn.-^ Over 21 years time, stories on 
the abduction of Jacob Wetterling have focused on 
suspects, investigators, missing children, and safety 
issues. 

Peel back the layers and at if s core, Jacob's story is 
about a family: wounded but strong, refusing to 
give up hope they will someday learn his fate. 

"1 he ar those helicopters and it just brings you back 
to the beginning," Patty Wetterling told reporters, as 
special investigative teams executed search warrants 
on a farm near the spot Jacob was kidnapped. 

The Wetterling story... Patty's story... is about a mom 

who misses her boy, and can still see him in her 
dreams. 

"It was the most bizarre dream," Patty told KARE 11's 
Allen Costantini Thursday. "I hadn't seen him for all 
these years and he looked up at me, this makes me 
nry, and he said, Mom how did you get so old? I 
nought, you know it has been a really long time." 

She is not the only one changed by that day 21 
years ago. Residents of St Joseph remain wounded, 
knowing it happened in their community. 

''I don't know of anybody here who hasn't been 
haunted by what happened," shared Joyce Foster. 
"That could have been our kid... (I) just think about 
it all the time." 

Foster thinks about it because it could have been 
her child, on an innocent bike ride not far from h 
ome. But in truth, it was Patty Wetterling's boy... the 
one whose bedroom remains just as it was a 
seeming lifetime ago. 

"I talk to Jacob," Patty Wetterling said. "I still believe 
we are connected," 

(Copyright 2010 by KARE. All Rights Reserved.) 
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I Rassier Family Talks About Investigation 

Updated: 07/02/2010 9:50 PM KSTP.com By: Ryan Ruud 

The family that owns the property at the center of a two day 

inyestigat'on just yards from the last known whereabouts of Jacob 
Wetterling Is speaking out. 

The Rassiers say they were as surprised as everyone else when the 

Countv chpriffc Mmnes ° t a Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, FBI and Stearns 

unty Sheriffs Department rolled onto their property earlier this week. 

nmniS 17 C ° nfirm f ^ the truck loads of what geared to be dirt removed from their 
farm. W3S mam ^ 3Sh ' The 3Sh ' they say ' iS from their wood burnin 9 boiler that heats the 

enfoixernen^over^he pa°twcfdecad es 3 M ^ ** RaSSi6r ' haS been intervlewed b V 

* «"•»* 

that she doesn ' 1 know what taken 
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'Person Of Interest’ Named In Wetterling Hunt 

The St. Cloud Times Reports That The Sheriff Wants To Know More About Dan Rassier 

And'a^newsnfl“ 0ffiaalS SteamS C ° Un ' y 3 number ° f items were seiz6d U,s search of a s ' Joseph properly near (he site of Jacob WettBriing's abduction 

And a newspaper reported that a man who lived on the property at (he lime is a "person of interest." 9 seduction. 

The sheriffs office issued a news release Friday confirming that the search is in connection to Wetleriing's case. It elso said in Ihe 21-year history of the 
case, the commitment to solving it has never wavered 

Authorities said Friday that the items seized will require additional processing and analysis, and that could take several weeks or months 
Truckloads of ash were taken from the property, mostly from the wood-buming boiler used to heal the farm. 

enouah to ^ US6d 10 invest '9 ale homicides. He said just a very small amount of bone Fragment a pinhead-size bit of blood is 

enough to find DNA, even 20 years later, even if it's been burned. 

“It's very hard to destroy all evidence related to a crime," said Stanek. 

He pointed to the case of Katie Poirier. Investigators found a fragment of her tooth years ago in Donald Blum's fire pit. 
disappearance 1 ^" 116S Friday thal lhe Sleams County Sheriff John Sanner said that Dan Rassier is a "person of interest" in Wetterling's 

anThino^h T d °h I"™ ^ hlS ParenlS bef ° re thG abdUCti0n ' The news P a P er him as saying: "I had absolutely nothing to do with 
anything with Jacob I didn t do it. I had nothing to do with it" 
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Click to enlarge 


Jacob Wetterling was 11 years old 
when he was abductBd from his 
hometown of St. Joseph, Minn., on 
Oct. 22, 1989. (File) 

CBS 

Related Slideshows 


Search Near 
Wetterling 
AbducLion Site 


Rassier also told the newspaper his family is cooperating with authorities. 

■For over 20 years, we have experiences our own never-ending nightmare." he told the St. Cloud Times "We realize (hat ifs nothing like what (he 
Wetterlings have gone through." 

ials have said they are bound by a court order prohibiting them from talking about the investigation, because doing so could "cause future related 
WeTeffing - 3nd “ U ' d e ™ ato 3 5Ub5tantial risk ° ,seve ’^ hampering this ongoing invesligalion into the disappearance of Jacob 



Minn. Cold Case 
Playing Cards 


On Thursday, Chief Sheriffs Deputy Brnce Bechlold said that once the search was completed, officials might still not be able to 
that court order. 


say anything because of 


“ Tr UP ' he ThUfSday ' af,er di9flin0 UP 9,6 pr ° perty near tbe Si,e ° f Jacob ' s Tha '• owned by Robert and Rita 

Kassier. They also owned it when Wetterling disappeared. 


In 1989,11-year-old Wetterling was biking home from the convenience store with his brother and 
took him 

Now, 21 years later, the investigation is once again centered near that abduction site. 


a friend when a gunman came out of the bushes and 


r:r 2 ;“ r™ ,he praperty 21 years aB ° p,cked up ^ tha --*■ ** « -■ ■« - 

Investigators, under orders from a judge, would not to discuss this massive search with the media or even with Jacob's mother. Patty Wetterling. 

ITeZTT\T e -1'T- S,0P lhe *“"* ThU " d,y and lhen headed 10 her home ' “bioh is less than e half mile away, to wai, for any 

developments. She sard she rs very grateful law enforcement officers haven't stopped their commitment to finding Jacob. 

r: k e“s s i e ::rr-r:r w whai happened ,o jaoob ' you know ' whare ' * h ° dw ^^ »■ 


know more? 
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Former Wetterling Investigator Speaks About New Developments 


For the first time, the man who supervised the Investigation the day 

Jacob Wetterling disappeared Is talking about the new developments In 
the case. K 

it's the case Al Garber says he most remembers. 

barber spent about 14 weeks In St. Joseph In the early phase of 

investigation. 


I iTr 

v-ii * 


Looking back on it, Garber doesn't know what could have been done different. 

The only thing he knows for a fact, Investigators couldn't get anyone to tell them what happened. 
He commends the Sheriffs Department, FBI and BCA on working this case tirelessly. 
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Sheriff: Number of items seized in 2-day search | Minnesota Public Radio NewsQ 

MPRnewsQ 

iviinnesota’s Online News Source 


Sheriff: Number of items seized in 2-day search 

by Ambar Espinoza, Minnesota Public Radio 
July 2, 2010 



SPONSOR 


St. Joseph, Minn. Stearns County sheriffs officials said Friday they seized a number of items during a two-day search of a St Joseph farm 
near the site of n-year-old Jacob Wetterling's abduction 21 years ago. 

Officials confirmed that the investigation is related to Minnesota's most notorious kidnapping case. About six truck loads of dirt from the 
property were hauled away to a county highway department maintenance yard. No arrests have been made so far. 

Stearns County Sheriff John Sanner and Chief Deputy Bruce Bechtold said in a news release it could take several weeks to possibly months to 
process and analyze the items investigators seized. 

Neither Sanner nor Bechtold was available today to comment on the case. The news release says the commitment and determination to find 
answers about Jacob Wetterling's disappearance has not wavered over the past 21 years. 

Initially, the sheriffs office wouldn't confirm that this week's search was related to the Wetterling kidnapping. But Jacob’s mother, Patty 
Wetterling, told reporters yesterday that the sheriff did call her. 

id he said the same thing he's told to all of you, you know, 'I'm sorry I can't tell you anything. I hope your family is okay. Just so you know, 
we re not going to give up til we find answers: who took Jacob, where is he, 1 " she said. 


Four court orders signed by Stearns County District Judge Vicki Landwehr authorized the search warrants to be sealed and retained by the 

Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension. The orders said public release of the documents could hamper the ongoing investigation into 
Jacob’s disappearance. 


The BCA, the FBI, and the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children all assisted with this investigation. Nationally recognized 
search and rescue canine handlers also helped with the search. 


Over the two days, sheriff deputies were parked at the entrance to the property owned by Rita and Robert Rassier. The officers were mum 
about the investigation's activities. 


We don't know anything anyway. The sheriff does. We were just told to be here," one deputy said. 


All the activity unsettled some neighbors who live down the hill from the property. Jeanne Schiermers has lived in St. Joseph for more than 
30 years. 

She says back when Jacob disappeared there were sheriff deputies, dogs, and volunteers searching the fields. 


I thought they did a thorough job then, so this is all new again, like it happened all yesterday is what it feels like," she said. 


Schiermers and several other community members wonder why this investigation is happening now. 
Law enforcement agencies point to new technology that has helped solve cold cases in recent years. 


Sgt. Anita Muldoon leads the cold case unit at the St. Paul Police Department. She says the DNA lab at the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension 
has new technology called touch DNA that can help identify skeletal remains. 


/hen DNA profiling first began - oh, you know, 20 years ago I think they started using it - they needed a large amount of evidence or 
blood or some sort of bodily fluid to test, to obtain a profile from a person," Muldoon said. "And now they just need one skin cell." 

Muldoon says it's possible that's what investigators may be searching for in the Wetterling case, although she's not involved in the case. 

innesota.publicnidio.org/display/web/2010/07/02/wctterling/ 7/6/2010 
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jVetterling investigators 
at nearby farm for 2nd 
day 

By Tad Vezner and Rub£n Rosario 
Pioneer Press 

Updated; 07/02/2010 12:57:36 AM CDT 


to the latest search. 

The farm had been searched twice before but in 
other locations. 

The source said there was no new information in the 
case. 

The state Bureau of Criminal Apprehension and FBI 
took part in the operation. 


ST. JOSEPH, Minn. — Patty Wetterling slowed and 
said hello to a Stearns County sheriffs deputy 
Thursday afternoon as she passed the site of her 
son's disappearance. 

"You hear the helicopter, and it just takes you back.. 
.. This is certainly bigger than anything that's 
happened recently," Wetterling said later. 

It was the first time she passed the site since 
investigators returned Wednesday to search a farm 
near where 11-year-old Jacob Wetterling was 
kidnapped more than 20 years ago. 


Patty Wetterling passed it all by Thursday as her 
sister drove her to her home a quarter-mile down 
the dead-end road. There, she said, she would call 
in sick from work, make some coffee and 

knit some booties for her expectant daughter. She 
said she'll stay away from the TV. 

"I just needed to be back. I just needed to be here," 
she said. 

The sheriff has called her — but only to say he can't 
tell her anything, just have faith. 


On Thursday, investigators came back with a mobile 
crime lab, backhoe and dump truck. Throughout the 
day, the truck left the property, loaded with dirt. 

The farm is owned by Robert and Rita Rassier, who 
live there with their 54-year-old son. Daniel A. 
Rassier. A family member said Wednesday that the 
son previously has given DNA samples, taken a lie- 
detector test and been hypnotized in connection 
with the kidnapping. 

i 

A federal law enforcement source said a 
recommendation to conduct a more-thorough 
examination of the area of Jacob's disappearance led 


Advertisement 


"I don't know what to think," Wetterling said. "And 
then I don't know what I, what do I want? Do you 
hope they'll find something? I’m not sure. Do I hope 
they don H t? . .. That's not good either. It's a really 
confusing place to be ... but it is a commitment to 
be hopeful in this place." 

At one point, she teared up as she described a 
dream she had two months ago. In it, Jacob was in a 
wheelchair, and she was pushing him as they fled 
"some bad guy." 

She said Jacob turned to her in the dream and 
asked, "Mom, how'd you get so old?" She told him, 
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Wetterling investigators at nearby farm for 2nd day - TwinCities.com 
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M s been a really long time." 

"I talk to Jacob," Wetterling said. "I really believe 
we're still connected." 

Then she added, "I need a vacation, can you tell?" 

As for the family that owns the property near where 
Jacob was last seen in 1989, Wetterling said she 
doesn t know them very well. Even with the recent 
developments, she said, she didn't know whether to 
believe anyone in the Rassier family might have 
been involved with Jacob's abduction. 

She said she has met the parents of Daniel Rassier. 

"They seem to be really nice, salt of the earth, good 
people," she said. 

Wetterling noted that crime statistics show that a 
large portion of kidnappings are committed by 
somebody who lives close by. 

"It's good reason to go back to the beginning," she 
said. "I think the entire state of Minnesota needs to 
know what happened to Jacob. Who did this?" 

Thursday's activity started around 7 a.m., when 
bout a dozen vehicles from the Stearns County 
^neriffs office and the BCA drove onto Rassier 
property. 

Sheriff John Sanner, a K-9 unit and a BCA mobile 
crime lab vehicle were on the scene. The dump truck 
and a backhoe arrived about 8:30 a.m. 

Daniel Rassier and his parents drove off the 
property about 7:30 a.m. 


Advertisement 


In a 2008 profile of Daniel Rassier published after 
he had run a marathon, the St. Joseph Newsleader 
newspaper said he had lived in St. Joseph for all but 
two years in college. The article described him as 
"arguably one of the best trumpet players in central 
Minnesota." 

Rassier is an elementary school band teacher and 
has worked for the Rocori school district since 
1978, Superintendent Scott Staska said Thursday. 

Staska said Rassier has been in the district for eight 
years and, during that time, "we’ve had no 
complaints" about Rassier. Students call him "Mr. 
Be-Bop," Staska said. 

"You don't get nicknames like that without being 
well liked by the kids," he said. 

Staska said he hasn't been "contacted by anyone En 
regard to any of the things happening now" with the 
search and said there is no change to the teacher's 
employment status. 

Rassier also has been an adjunct music professor at 
the College of St. Benedict and St. John's University 
since 1997, a spokeswoman said. 

Ralph Bell, a former Newsleader editor, wrote the 
2008 profile of Rassier. At the time, he said 
Thursday, he didn't know police had searched the 
family's farm previously or taken a DNA sample from 
Rassier. 

But knowing that Rassier lived near the site of the 
abduction, Bell said he asked, "It must have been 
quite a night there for you and your parents, with all 
the hubbub going on?" 

Bell said Rassier replied that his parents were 
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/erseas at the time. 

"I said * ' You must have heard something?'" Bell said. 
"There were helicopters, sirens going off. He said, 
'No, I was asleep.'" 

Bell said Rassier struck him as "a sweet guy, soft 
spoken, smiling" and that by recollecting the 
conversation, he wasn't trying to point his finger at 
him. 

Jacob Wetteriing was with his brother and a friend 
when he was abducted just a half-mile from his 
home in St. Joseph, in central [Minnesota. A gunman 
stepped out of the woods and disappeared with the 
boy. 

His is the most notorious missing-child case in 
Minnesota. 

Mara H. Gottfried contributed to this report. 
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By Andy Rathbun 
'athbun@pioneerpress.com 

Updated; 07/02/2010 01:54:03 PM CDT 



|nvesNgators use a tractor-mounted hackhos to dig 
just southeast of the Rassier farm in St Joseph. Minn. 
Thursday. June 1.2010. Crews have been digging up 
a portion of the yard at a rural St Joseph farm near 
10 Sl1e w ^ ere Jacob Wetterling was abducted jh 1909. 
,.AP Photo/Sl Cloud Times Kimm Anderson) fKlMM 
ANDERSON) 

Officials seized several items during a two-day 
search involving the 1989 disappearance of Jacob 
Wetterling, police said today. 

The items — which police did not identify — will 
take several weeks or possibiy months to be 
analyzed, according to the Stearns County Sheriffs 
Department. 


Advertisement 


Law enforcement descended with backhoes and 
earthmovers on the St. Joseph farm Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

Police today publicly acknowledged the search was 
related to 1989 abduction of Jacob, who was 11 at 
the time, 

Participating in the search were the Minnesota 
Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children and "nationally recognized 
search and rescue canine handlers," the sheriffs 
office said in a statement. 

No arrests have been made. 

Also released today were court papers showing a 
Stearns County judge ordered four search warrants 
and supporting documents withheld from public 
view. 

Releasing the documents "could cause future, 
related searches to be unsuccessful and could 
create a substantial risk of severely hampering this 
ongoing investigation of the disappearance of Jacob 
Wetterling/ according £o the orders signed by 
District Judge Vicki Landwehr. 

In a statement, the Stearns County sheriffs office 
said; "Although this case has remained open for 
nearly 21 years, the commitment and determination 
to provide answers to the family and community 
never wavered." 
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Wetterling investigation moves to next phase after dig near 
abduction site 

By Kari Petrie and David Unze 

kpeti ie@stcloudtimes. cow, dunze@stcloudtimes. com 

http:// 1 www ; sctimesxQm/ae jos/p bcs ; dll/gaj[e^? 

u.y l5 ’.' DR&Uat . c ; ^H0C701SKHiefioh=GALLERILS02&Lopenr=701001&Ref=PH''>View photo gallery 

http • ; vvww : sct ; -"es cqm/wetter :rg'>View special report on Wetterling abduction 

ST. JOSEPH — After so many years of waiting, another day has passed without answers. 

„ F „ a a m r 5 rnembers, neighbors and onlookers will have to wait some more to find out whether a two-day 
search of a St, Joseph Township property relates to the 1989 abduction of Jacob Wetterling. 

Stearns County Sheriff John Sanner said Thursday night that the first part of his department’s 
h™ 8 hf «?h h S 0Ver ^ nd ! hat , he would be basing details about it this morning. Citing a long work 

day, he said he would not release any details Thursday night. a 

donTknowthaT”™^ 6 Thursday ' Sanner said - When ask ed if an arrest was imminent, he said: 1 

The next part of the investigation will be outlined in the news release, he said. 

l4m S tK/ r 4 SP i ent IT UCh 0fT , hursday di 99' n 9 at 29748-91 st Ave„ a farm property down the road 
_ ; . . e er i'ng house and at the area near where Wetterling was last seen. St Cloud Times 

fc^umj dump fruck h ° W 3 baCkh ° e d '" in9 UP d ' rt 3b ° Ut 1,0 °° fe@t fmm the hoUse and putting il into 


The soil was taken to the Stearns County public works facility at 455-28th Ave. S. A pile of soil 
covered by a clear plastic tarp could be seen inside a building on that gated site. P 

Joseph property * preVents him from saying what investigators are doing at the St. 

unclear whSSr hS"' n C ° Urt JU *? e V ' Ck ' Landwehr a PP roved a search warrant for the property. It’s 

if 'n i T ? her , court order - is the order aiiegedly prohibiting Sanner, County 
Attorney Janelle Kendall and others from commenting about the search. y 

Inmmon? 0U l Time * S ^ h 01 ^® 54611 a C0 PV of the court order that is being cited as prohibiting 
omment on the activities at the property. That request has not yet been fulfilled. 

Ongoing investigation 

meets < the°road. the ^ raiS6S questions because Wetterling was last seen near where the driveway 

RalsKS Iists'?h n ^ d addr^^ ert tT* ^ Rassier ' and directory information shows that Daniel 
ThM«51 ! 1 ? ts * bat address as his residence. A man answering the phone at the residence 
Thursday declined to comment. Phone calls to other family members were not returned Thursday. 

The sheriffs office searched the property with members of the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal 

http ://www.sctimes.com/print/article/20100702/NEWS01/107010051 /Wetter] ing-investigation- 
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Apprehension and the FBI. FBI Spokesman E.K. Wilson said the agency had agents and resources at 
the scene, but wouldn't comment on what those resources are. 


The digging going on less than a mile from her residence is “mind-boggling to think about,” Patty 
Wetteriing, Jacob s mother, said in an interview late Thursday afternoon. 

I don t know what to think about it. I don't know what to think about anything right now I'm just kind 
of numb," she said J 


She returned to her St. Joseph home Thursday from the St. Paul residence where she lives during 
the workweek. A recently broken right ankle has limited her mobility, and she plans to spend today 

working at the St. Joseph home. The sights she saw as she rode past the dig site brouqht back 
memories of 1989, she said 


Just seeing all the trucks out there, the helicopters, the reporters. It’s like, wow, deja vu.” 
Wait continues 


The news of the search sparked interest from media statewide. The search for Jacob Wetterlinq is 
among the biggest in the state’s history. 

A masked gunman stopped Wetteriing, his brother Trevor Wetteriing, 10, and friend Aaron Larson, 
ll, on Oct. 22, 1989, as they biked home on the quiet road from a local convenience store. The 
gunman let Trevor and Aaron go but disappeared with 11-year-old Jacob. 

The years that followed were filled with investigators tracking thousands of leads. For the first 14 
years of the investigation, authorities had focused on a vehicle that a witness reported seeing near 
the abduction site. The driver came forward in 2003 and was ruled out as a suspect. 

' was like 'y that the abductor hadn't used a vehicle and focused on the possibility 

that the abductor was a local resident. 

Larson said Thursday that he has been keeping up with the recent developments but is trying to keep 
his emotions in check. y 


“The big thing is not to get too up or down,” he said. 

Larson said he has been playing phone tag with Trevor since the news of the search began but had 
been exchanging Facebook messages with Trevor and Jacob's sister Amy. 

Larson said over the years different leads would come in and he’s learned to wait and see before 
getting too emotional about it. 


The important thing is that law enforcement are still investigating and following leads. 
“It keeps the hope alive, that's the important thing," he said. 


Two People with the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children also were assisting in the 
search, said Bob Lowery, executive director of the missing children division. 


He would not comment on what work they were doing, but said generally center employees 

3le in investigations. They can provide equipment and resources or help analyze 
information, he said. 


play a 


Slfifw? Wett f rh u n 9 Rfource Center issued a statement Thursday, saying they have not spoken to 
aw enforcement about the investigation. They had no comment on why the investigation is being 
pursued or if it is connected to Jacob's abduction. y 

k h ?^ S that in y® sti 9 ators are keeping to their promise that they will do everything they can 
to find out what happened to her son, Patty Wetteriing said. But the search brings up confusing 
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emotions, she said. 

What might they find, and what might those findings make her feel, she wonders. 

kn ° WS that th ® discover y of anything of importance at the site likely still won't bring 
immediate answers, as tests likely will have to be done to see if it impacts the investigation. 

ISf ® 9 f ° r , Patie , nCe on eve ^ one ’ s Part. We need solutions. We need answers. And I've always 

SIff n0WS somethin 9'” she said - “It this jars someone’s memory or causes someone 

to come forward" then it will be worth it. 

^is^eport^ Damelle Cintron and Mark Sommerhauser and photo editor Dave Schwarz contributed to 
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St. Joseph watches, waits for Wetterling information 

By Danielle Cintron 
dcintron@stcloudtimes. com 

Mtp.:.//.www J s.etirnes.corn/apps/p b cs.d[l/galjgry? 

$Kategoig_QALLER.!.ES.02&L openr=701001&Ref=PH ''>Vipw photo gallery 
hJJp.i/www^ctimes.com/wetterling''>View special report on Wetterling abduction 

S n,' JC J SEP *t ~ ln 1I the . not-so-crowded town of St. Joseph, news vans, reporters and photographers 
alike clogged a half-mile stretch of 16th Avenue Southeast on Thursday. 

The media and a lone officer stood on the shoulders of the narrow road watching unmarked law 
enforcement vehicles and a dump truck travel in and out of Robert and Rita Rassier's farm. 

More than 20 years ago, investigators searched the surrounding area for Jacob Wetterling The 11- 
year-old boy was abducted at gunpoint Oct. 22, 1989, near the Rassiers’ driveway. 

Wetterling, his brother and a friend biked home from a local store at dusk when a masked gunman 

stopped them The man told two of the boys to run into the woods. The boys ran, and when they 
looked back the man and Jacob were gone. 1 

The investigation into Wetterling's disappearance took on new life this week as caravans of officers 
and equipment began rolling onto the Rassiers' property early Wednesday. 

develop me nt 1 ^' 3 ° Ut,etS have staked out tlie town waiting to hear news of the investigation's 


Activity along Minnesota Street and College Avenue in downtown St. Joseph on Thursday 
of the same. 7 


was more 


° fthe media moved up and down the streets speaking to community members and those 
who are interested in what is happening. 

I think people are really interested in what is going on at the farm,” said Gabby Volkers 18. “While I 
was at work, all anyone could talk about was the investigation. Everyone is trying to find out more.” 

Volkers sat with a group of fellow College of St. Benedict students discussing this week's news. 

It happened 20 years ago, and now it's been rejuvenated,” said Amy Mueller, 20. “I know a few 
people who said they wanted to drive by and see what's going on down there. This year it's just 

something raa y b ' 9 deaL 1 don,t think the V would have 80 ™ch coverage unless the police had found 


Jena Wiehoff 18, grew up in St. Joseph and said she remembers her parents being much 
restrictive of her while growing up. 


more 


I think this case has a lot to do with my parents keeping a close eye on me," Wiehoff said "They 

c . tl0ns ° n where I could bike and who could be with me. I just want to know what set the 
police off. This time there’s just so much hype.” 

wi!« l h n e „ t0 Yr ha l be , e ?! ,00ded by the media ' the Sl Jose P h Catholic Chur ch has been preparing , 

or its annual Fourth of July parish festival and the Joetown Rocks concert that precedes it. / (« CL 
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ye f terday; said Lloyd Bruemmer, a parishioner of the church 
who has worked the festival s Joeburger stand for years. “We were storing our supplies out on the 

Rassier farm, and now we can't get to anything. We have to get special permission to get our stuff." 
feTtfvT^ Sa ' d the e ' derS ° f the Par ' Sh had bSen t3lkin9 t0 the FBI to try t0 9et t0 the supplies for the 

Zi!fh i Mn e t ?i 9ati0n h3S rea " y ham P ered our setu P time,” Bruemmer said. "I just really hope they'll 

finish up today so we can get to everything." H y 

Sandy Scholz, the church's business manager, said church leaders were working in cooperation with 
law enforcement to get to the festival suonlies a ^operation wun 


Jnnf CtiV l° f What i h ^ are doin9 '” Scholz said of law enforcement's work. "If 
unfortunate, and we re keeping the families in our prayers.” 


+ •—»— M* ■■■ — -vr.-'Jr 
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DNA could be key element in 
revived Wetterling case 

By ANTHONY LONETREE, Star Tribune 
Last update: July 2, 2010 - 6:20 AM 


St. Paul police Senior Crndr. Tim Lynch, who 
has overseen his department's cold-case 
investigations, said St. Paul police relied on 
the lab to confirm from a bone sample the 
identity of a woman whose body was found 
in a car pulled from the Mississippi River. 

Authorities turn to mitochondrial DNA when 
traditional nuclear DNA - commonly drawn f 
rom blood, semen or skin - is unavailable. 

The new technology, dating to about 2000, 
can create usable evidence out of bone 
fragments, teeth, strands of hair - even 
fingernails, said Dixie Peters, a technical 
leader at the Center for Human Identification 
at the University of North Texas Health 
Science Center. 


To investigators aiming to crack decades-old 
cold cases, few tools are as powerful as DNA 
evidence, the so-called "gold standard" of 
forensic science, authorities sav. 


As the search continued Thursday at the 

farm where Jacob Wetterling was last seer 

observers said advances in DNA technoloi 

make it possible for investigative riches to 

still be found - even in a 1989 abduction 
case. 


Peters said Thursday that the technology is 
so new that even if bones had been 
uncovered in an investigation 20 years ago, 
they probably would have ended up in "son 
law enforcement agency's closet." 


There, on the third floor of BCA 
headquarters in St. Paul, behind double 
security doors, is a lab opened in 2005 i 
conduct mitochondrial DNA testing -1 
same technique used on mummies, 
mammoths and Neanderthals. 


It gets me excited," she said. "I want to be 
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there [in St. Joseph] helping dig in the dirt. I'd 
love to know what they are up to or what 
they are using." 

Anthony Lonetree • 612-673-4109 
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New search stirs hopes, fears: What Wetterling family, stumped authorities and 
happened to Jacob? gripped a state and region for a generation. 


Authorities returned Thursday 
morning to continue searching a 
property near where the 11 -year- 
old boy was taken by a masked man 
in 1989. 

By ABBY SIMONS, JAMES WALSH and RICHARD 
MERYHEW, Star Tribune staff writers 


Several dozen local and state law 
enforcement officers, with help from the FBI, 
descended unexpectedly on the property 
Wednesday morning with cadaver dogs, 
backhoes and trucks. By Thursday night, 
they'd completed their work, hauling out six 
dump-truck loads of dirt. Yet they gave no 
indication whether they’d found anything 
that might lead them to Jacob or an arrest. 


Last update: July 2, 2010-8:08 AM 

ST. JOSEPH, MINN. — He came to her in a 
dream only a few months ago. Jacob 

Wetterling was in a wheelchair and looked up 
at his mother as she struggled to help him 
escape a pursuer. "I hadn't seen him all these 
years," Patty Wetterling said softly, fighting 
back tears. "And he looked up and said 
’Mom, how'd you get so old?'” Wetterling 
.shared the memory Thursday morning at her 
home in St. Joseph, a half-mile down the 
road from the spot where her oldest boy, 11- 
year-old Jacob, was abducted and last seen 
in October 1989. 


Still, the intensity of the work - involving as 
many as 17 cars or trucks on Wednesday - 
transfixed a state and raised hopes that 
maybe, just maybe, investigators might hit on 
something. Within hours of the first cars 
arriving Wednesday, news crews from St. 
Cloud to the Twin Cities moved in, hoping to 
catch a glimpse of the action. Twitter came 
alive with it. Hundreds of thousands of 
Minnesotans rushed online to check for 
updates. 

Driving past the scene Thursday morning, 
even Patty Wetterling was awed. 
"Overwhelming," she said. 


Near that spot almost 21 years later, 
backhoes unearthed chunks of grass and 
dirt from a farm property in hopes of finding 
clues to a mystery that has haunted the 


After more than 20 years, people still cared. 
After more than 20 years, there remained 
hope that somehow, some way, she and the 
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rest of the world might finally find out what 
happened to the boy who was abducted by a 
masked gunman on the way home from a 
convenience store in the dark of an October 
night. 

"It gave me a sense of the magnitude of what 
they're doing," she added. "It's frightening 
and inspiring." 


herself battling mixed emotions. 

"I don't know what to think, and what do I 
want?" she said. "Do I hope they find 
something? I'm not sure. Do I hope they 
don't find something? That's not good either. 

Until we know, we don't know, so we have 
to look far and wide." 


For the second day in a row, Stearns County 
authorities declined to comment about the 
case, saying a court order issued this week 
barred them from speaking. 

One law enforcement official with knowledge 
of the investigation described the continuing 
search efforts as "a shot in the dark." 

Earlier, another official said the search was 
initiated by the work of two young agents 
who, after taking a fresh look at the case file, 
rid, "Maybe we should go take a look." 

The official said no new tips sparked the 
search, adding that the investigators were 
simply working off a hunch. 

Wetter ling said she knew the search was 
coming; she just didn't know when. 


Another look 

The farm searched this week is familiar to 
investigators. 

Jacob was abducted the night of Oct. 22, 
1989, on the dirt road running past the 
farmhouse driveway as he headed home with 
his brother, Trevor, 10, and best friend, 
Aaron Larson, 11. 

In the following days, investigators combed 
the property and surrounding fields and 
woods looking for the boy, a footprint, a 
piece of his clothing. 

As years passed and investigative techniques 
and technology improved, law enforcement 
officials returned more than once. 


Still, as she drove by the scene, she found 


Six years ago, while reexamining a theory that 
Jacob was kidnapped by someone on foot. 
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investigators went to the farmhouse to 


about a dozen vehicles, including crime 


question a middle-aged man who lives there 
with his elderly parents. 

On the night of the abduction the man was 
home alone. 

Police obtained DNA samples from the man in 
2004, according to a relative, and sent him a 
handwritten letter from Patty Wetterling, 
pleading with anyone with information to 
come forward. 

The man, now 54, still lives in the farmhouse 
with his parents, now in their 80s. The 
house, a bam and many outbuildings are 
hidden from view from the main road by a 
thick wall of trees. 

Wetterling said she does not know the family 
well but said they were churchgoing and "salt 
of the earth." 

'Next to having a missing child, the next 
worst thing would be [being] the parent of 
somebody who did this crime," she said. 

"Maybe this can offer some peace from all of 
that, too." 

Dirty work 


scene trucks from the FBI and state Bureau 
of Criminal Apprehension and SU Vs carrying 
police dogs, pulled into the farm. 

At 7:30 a.m., the previously questioned 54- 
year-old man drove away from the site with 
his father and mother in the car. 

About an hour later, a county backhoe and a 
dump truck pulled onto the property. Over 
the next eight hours the dump truck hauled 
loads of dirt away from the farm. 

Aerial photos showed investigators digging 
near a single tree or bush far behind the 
house. 

One law enforcement official with knowledge 
of the case said investigators did not search 
the house. He also said that, to his 

knowledge, they found nothing of interest on 
the property. 

Shortly after 6 p.m., the caravan of 
investigators filed off the property. The last 
to leave was Steams County Sheriff John 
Sanner, who drove away without saying a 
word. 


Thursday's work began about 6 a.m. when 


A Steams County patrol supervisor told the 
news media, "We've been cleared." 
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Items seized in search by Wetterling 
investigators 

Analysis of items taken from St. 

Joseph, Minn., farm near where Jacob 
Wetterling was abducted could take 
weeks. 

By ABBY SIMONS, Star Tribune 
Last update: July 2, 2010 - 11:24 PM 

ST. CLOUD — A number of items were seized 
from the Stearns County farm where 
investigators have been turning over ground 
in the investigation into the disappearance of 

Jacob Wetterling in 1989, the Sheriffs Office 
said Friday. 

Authorities did not reveal what those items 
were, but said in a statement that they would 
be subjected to "additional processing 
M/or analysis, which could take several 
weeks to possibly months to complete." 

The statement is also the first on-the-record 
confirmation that the dozens of investigators 
and earth-moving equipment on the St. 

Joseph farm were there as part of the long- 
running effort to solve the case. 


Advertisement 










■ mobije browser to 
f HUp^fflfribune.rorh 



^ - - - - - — u * Wi vv*uv\i Ur J 

ruling on the withholding of search warrants 
relating to the two days of searching on the 
farm. 

Judge Vicki Landwehr said disclosure of the 
documents at this time "could cause future 
related searches to be unsuccessful and 
could create a substantial risk of severely 
hampering this ongoing investigation." 

The warrants are not filed but are held by a 
representative of the state Bureau of Criminal 
Apprehension. 

For hour upon hour Wednesday and 
Thursday, near where Jacob was nabbed 
almost 21 years ago, backhoes unearthed 
chunks of grass and dirt from the in hopes of 
finding clues to a mystery that has gripped a 
state and region for a generation. 

Dozens of local and state law enforcement 
officers, with help from the FBI, descended 
unexpectedly on the property Wednesday 
morning with cadaver dogs, backhoes and 
trucks. By Thursday night, they had 
completed their work, hauling out six dump- 
truck loads of dirt. 

In 2004, authorities began questioning a man 
who lives at the farm and obtained DNA 
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samples from him, according to a relative 
who spoke with the Star Tribune at that time. 
The man, now 54, lives with his parents, both 
in their 80s. 


any effort to do a search in a new and better 
way. 

asimons@startribune.com • 612-673-4921 


The family living at the farm told KSTP-TV 
that the truckloads of what appeared to be 
dirt removed from their property contained 
mostly ash. The ash, they say, is from the 
wood-burning boiler that heats the farm. 


Stearns County Sheriff John Sanner told the 
St. Cloud Times that the 54-year-old family 
member is a "person of interest" in 
Wetterling's disappearance. 


The Times reported Friday that investigators 
have interviewed him "numerous times" 
about the abduction. The man told the Times 
that he also has submitted to a lie-detector 
test and hypnosis. 


I had absolutely nothing to do with anything 
with Jacob," the man told the Times. "I didn't 
do it. I had nothing to do with it." 

Sanner said the man has submitted to several 
tests but couldn't recall the specifics. 


The man said he believes investigators came 
back to his property this week because of 
new canine resources. He said he supports 
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Tvetterling case 'person 
of interest' ID'd 

Staff and wire reports 

Updated: 07/03/2010 10:42:53 AM CDT 

The Stearns County sheriff said Friday that a 54- 
year-old resident of St. Joseph is a "person of 
mterest" in the 21 -year-old disappearance case of 
Jacob Wetterling. 


Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children and "nationally recognized 
search- and-rescue canine handlers," the sheriffs 
office said in a statement. 

Also released Friday were court papers showing that 
a Stearns County judge ordered four search 
warrants and supporting documents withheld from 
public view. 

Releasing 


Page 1 of2 


Sheriff John Sannertold the St. Cloud Times that 
investigators developed probable cause in recent 
weeks that led to the search of the farm where Daniel 
A. Rassier lives with his parents. 

Rasster said he believes investigators came to his 
property because of new canine resources, and he 
said he would do what he could to help. No arrests 
have been made. 

Investigators seized several items this week during a 
two-day search involving the 1989 disappearance 
of Jacob Wetterling. 


the documents "could cause future, related searches 
to be unsuccessful and could create a substantial 
risk of severely hampering this ongoing 
investigation of the disappearance of Jacob 
Wetterling/ 1 according to the orders signed by 
District Judge Vicki Landwehr. 

In a statement, the Stearns County sheriffs office 
said: "Although this case has remained open for 
nearly 21 years, the commitment and determination 
to provide answers to the family and community 
never wavered." 


The items, which police did not identify, could take 
several weeks or possibly months to analyze, 
ccording to the Stearns County sheriffs office. 

Law enforcement descended with backhoes and 
earthmovers on a 158-acreSt. Joseph farm 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

Police on Friday publicly acknowledged the search 
was related to the 1989 abduction of Jacob who 
was 11 at the time. 


Participating in the search were the Minnesota 
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Jacob was riding his bicycle with his brother and a 
friend on Oct. 22, 1989, when they were 
approached by a masked gunman who told the boys 
to stop and lie on their stomachs in a ditch. He 
ordered the other two boys to run away, and Jacob 
has been missing ever since. 

There have been no arrests, and officials have 
cleared more than 40,000 leads over the years. 

After the kidnapping in the town, about 80 miles 
northwest of the Twin Cities, Jacob's mother, Patty, 
became an advocate for missing children and 
helped pass federal and state laws to track sex 
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lenders and alert the public when children go 
(Hissing. In 1990, she and Jacob's father, Jerry, 
founded what's now known as the Jacob Wetterling 
Resource Center. 

"It has bee n nay experience that these things take a 
long time," Patty Wetterling said. "You wait and see 
and you hope. We hope we get some answers." 

The property being searched is owned by Robert 
Rassier and his wife, Rita, who are in their 80s. The 
home also is listed as the address of their son 
Daniel. 

A woman who answered the phone at the house 
Friday said that this is a hard time for the family and 
that there would be no comment. 

Andy Rathbun contributed to this story. 
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Sheriff. Rassier person of interest’ in Wetterling case 

Man says he will do what he can to help investigators 


By Kan Petrie and David Unze 
kpetne@stcloudtimes . com, dunze@stcloudtimes. 
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Rassier says he is cooperating with authorities and has plans to meet with them in the future Rassier 
is concerned mainly with how the attention is affecting his family. 

“For over 20 years, we have experienced our own never-ending nightmare," he said. “We realize that 
it s nothing like what the Wetterlings have gone through." 

Patty Wetterling said Friday that she was “exhausted" from the events of the week, but that she 
gained strength from what investigators were doing. 

s he big message is that the sheriff's department proved that you never give up on our children " she 

said. That s huge. They put resources and energy and time and skill into this, and it’s very 
strengthening to me.” 

Investigation 


Sanner said in an interview Friday that four search warrants have been executed “at or near” the 

Rassier lome. His office released four court orders — one for each warrant — that free investigators 

rom eir o igation to file the executed search warrants in court, which would make them public 
documents. r 


Filing of the executed search warrants and accompanying inventories of what investigators took from 
the Rassier property "could cause future related searches to be unsuccessful and could create 
substantial nsk of severely hampering this ongoing investigation of the disappearance of Jacob 
wetterling, according to the orders signed by Steams County District Court Judge Vicki Landwehr. 

She signed one order Monday, two on Tuesday and a fourth on Thursday. The orders indicate the 
warrants and inventory of what was taken during the search will be retained by Bureau of Criminal 
Apprehension Special Agent Ken McDonald and aren't required to be filed in court unless criminal 
charges are filed or unless a judge directs him to file them. 


McDonald declined to comment Friday. 
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Questions remain after second day of investigations 

By Emilie Thiessen 
News Editor 


Over 20 years since the unsolved abduction of 
then-11-year-old Jacob Wetterling, the case 
was brought to life once again as local 
authorities along with the FBI launched a two- 
day investigation at a farm near the Wetterling 
home near St. Joseph earlier this week. 

Though Stearns County Police have not 
officially linked the investigation with Jacob 




Wetterling's disappearance, the site of the investigation was near the site Jacob Wetterling was taken. 


Large digging equipment and dump trucks were seen traveling to and from the farm throughout the day though no 

.formation was released as to why authorities would need to dig. Many residents said they felt optimistic about the recent 
developments saying any movement is progress. 


"It IS encouraging to hear any new developments.” Matt Trombley, Director of St. Cloud State University CSOLD said. “It 
really is an amazing thing to see that leads are still being generated." 


I am encouraged to think that maybe they will find a way to give some closure to what happened or what is 
Jacob at this point in time." 


happening to 


Trombley said he likes to stay positive, hoping for a good outcome, but knowing the truth is the ultimate goal. 

“ always hope for somethin 9 amazing to happen, that he might still be found, then beyond that I think we hope for 


Patty Wetterling, Jacob's mother, returned to her home on Thursday and said she was amazed that so many people 

continued to show great interested in the case. Patty Wetterling also said that the last couple days had been very 
emotionally taxing for her. r 

I am just kind of confused, Wetterling said. “I don't know what to feel or what to think at this point. We have been 
searching for answers, [but] do I hope they find something or not?" 

Patty Wetterling said the pain of knowing exactly what happened to Jacob could be quite difficult but the 
the truth is undeniable. 

'But I do want answers. At the end of the day I want to know what happened." Wetterling said. 

fam " > ' '"° k ‘ di " 3 parenl8 ROber ' and Rl,aa " d,heir »°n Dan, live on the farm In question though they 
not been named suspects. Patty Wetterling made it clear that if the family was Involved in any way, she would like to 
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SrT ^ 3ny0ne th6re Eat the farml WaS involved '" she said - h 0Pe they find out and if they weren't I hope it can offer 
♦his family some peace and they can move on as well." 

investigation'"" 9 ^ the SearCh bU * She Said She belieVes that is the safe conduct an 


"I respect that," she said. "You just can't share that kind of information. I think they would have told 

have been needed or helpful but I don't need to know what they are doing. I just need to know that 
that they are working hard," 


me something if it would 
they continue to try and 


Work on the farm ended late Thursday evening still with no official statement from authorities. 
Multiple calls made in an effort to speak with local police were left unanswered. 
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In the search for Jacob, another shot 
in the dark 




Sennott, Richard, Star Tribune 

For two days, backhoes did the digging and then 
trucks carted the dirt and possible evidence to the 
Stearns County public works building. The search 
took place on a St. Joseph farm about a half mile 

from the Wetterling home and near where Jacob was 
abducted in 1989. 

T W 0 days of excavating on land near 
vvhere the 11-year-old was taken 
comes six years after the property 
was last targeted. 

By RICHARD MERYHEW and ABBY SIMONS, Star 
Tribune 

Last update: July 4, 2010 - 7:36 AM 
I ST. J OSEPH, MINN. - The cops, trucks and 

Advertisement 




backhoes are gone, and the dirt has been 
hauled away. 

But in the aftermath of a surprise two-day 
search on farmland near the spot where 11- 
year-old Jacob Wetterling was abducted in 
October 1989 and never seen again, the 
public's thirst for answers continues about 
an investigation long shadowed by mystery 
and controversy. 

Stearns County authorities said little all week, 
citing a judge's order prohibiting them from 
discussing the latest detective work. A 
statement issued by the Sheriffs Office after 
the work was completed also gave few details 
other than the obvious: The search was part 
of the long-running effort to find out what 
happened to the boy, whose disappearance 
has riveted Minnesotans for a generation. But 
in many ways, what played out last week 
alongside a pastoral country road a half-mile 
from the Wetterling home was a rerun of 
police legwork in 2004. And the reasons 
investigators returned are much the same. 

"Some of this is just looking at this with a 
fresh set of eyes," Sheriff John Sanner said in 
a 2004 interview with the Star Tribune. 

"We're looking at people we've talked to 
already and retracing some of our steps." 
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Authorities said in their statement last week 
that they seized a "number of items" from the 
property, but didn’t provide details. 

The Sheriffs Office also released a judge's 
ruling authorizing investigators to withhold 
search warrants and related documents. The 
warrants are in possession of the state 
Bureau of Criminal Apprehension. 


and issued alerts for a variety of cars, even 
though Jacob’s brother, Trevor, 10, and best 
friend, Aaron Larson, 11, who were with him 
when he was snatched, never said they saw 
or heard a vehicle. 

None of the tips led to a prime suspect or an 
arrest. 


Judge Vicki Landwehr said their disclosure 
now "could cause future related searches to 
be unsuccessful and could create a 
substantial risk of severely hampering this 
ongoing investigation." 


In late 2003, after Sanner became sheriff, the 
focus changed when a man claiming to be the 
motorist responsible for the tire track came f 
orward after having a casual conversation 
with a U.S. marshal who was a friend of a 
friend. 


Tire tracks explained 

Sanner could not be reached for comment 
this weekend. 

But in a lengthy 2004 interview, the sheriff 
:plained some of the reasons investigators 
took another look at the farm and at a man 
who lived there. 

Until then, they spent a lot of time and energy 
focusing on a suspicious tire track at the end 
of the dirt driveway near the spot where 
Jacob was taken. 


He said that on the night of the kidnapping, 
he heard the police reports on a scanner. 
Curious, he drove to the site and saw the 
boys’ bikes on the ground. He got there so 

quickly that he beat some of the police to the 
scene. 

He said he mentioned seeing the bikes to a St. 
Joseph police officer, then left. 

Sanner said in 2004 that investigative 
records showed no sign that the man, who is 
not considered a suspect, had ever been 
interviewed. 
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and tips to nowhere, fueled criticism and 
second-guessing of an investigation that, 
from the start, was complicated. 

Dozens of local, county and state officers 
moved into the small prairie town about 75 
miles northwest of the Twin Cities within 
hours of Jacob's disappearance, along with 
the FBI. In the rush to comb the woods and 

fields, egos clashed, and some details were 
missed. 

"There have been so many peaks and valleys 
with this thing, it’s unbelievable," Sanner said 
in 2004. 

But, he added, "we're not second-guessing" 
anybody or the initial work that was done. 

BCA agent Dennis Sigafoos, assigned to the 
case in 1989, said in a 2004 interview that, 
"My deal has always been, start in the 
sighborhood and stay in the neighborhood 
... unless something takes you out of the 
neighborhood. If there was no car, then 
obviously we should have been in there even 
harder.... Maybe a hell of a lot more could 
have been done. But I can assure you we 
talked to people and talked to people and 
talked to people. In my heart, I believe we did 
both equally well - inside the neighborhood 
and outside." 
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A person of interest 

When the driver who made the tire track 
came forward and took the focus off the 
search for a car, authorities decided to take 
another run at the possibility that the 
kidnapper was on foot. 

At the time, Sanner said the investigation had 
been "refocused to examine potential local 
suspects." 

The closest residence to the kidnapping was 
the farmhouse, which is owned by two 

retired fanners who live there with a middle- 
aged son. 

The night of the abduction, the son, now 54, 
was home alone, his parents out of town. A 
relative told the Star Tribune in 2004 that the 
man, said by some investigators to be on a 
short list of potential suspects, even called 
authorities that night to report a suspicious 
car turning around in his driveway. 

While the man was questioned in 1989, 
several investigators have said over the years 
that his answers always left them 
"uncomfortable." 

In 2004, investigators obtained DNA samples 
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from the man. At some point, he also agreed 
to be hypnotized and take a lie detector test. 


In an appeal to his emotions, authorities even 
sent him a handwritten letter from Patty 
Wetter!ing, in which she pleaded that anyone 
with information should come forward. 

None of it led to a break. 

Working a hunch 

Publicly, the investigation seemed relatively 
quiet in recent months - until last 
Wednesday, when authorities returned to the 
farm, this time with cadaver dogs, trucks and 
backhoes. 


The official described the work as "a hunch." 
Another said it was "a shot in the dark." 

When the work ended Thursday, about a half 
dozen truckloads of dirt had been taken to a 
nearby public works garage. 

A source close to the investigation said the 
soil will be sifted by investigators looking for 
bones or bone fragments that could be 
tested by forensic experts. 

In its statement, Steams County said the 
processing and analysis of evidence "could 

take several weeks and possibly months to 
complete." 


Sanner's office gave no immediate 
explanation. 


By Friday, the well-manicured farm showed 
no sign that it had been the site of an 
intensive search. 


I But others close to the investigation said 
lere was nothing "hot and heavy" that 
prompted the search ~ no tip about buried 

bones, no confession or clue to trigger new 
digging. 

Rather, one official said, two young agents 
looking at the case file thought it was worth 
taking a fresh look at a few spots on the 
property. 


A man who answered the phone at the house 
late in the day refused to identify himself but 
expressed, during a rambling five-minute 
conversation, great irritation with the media 
scrutiny. The man's mother said Saturday, 
"We have nothing to say." 

Sanner told the St. Cloud Times on Friday 
that the son of the farm owner was "a person 
of interest." The son told the Times that he 
has been questioned by investigators many 
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times, but hud nothing to do with Jacob's 
disappearance. 

"[ didn't do it," he said. 

He told the newspaper that he believed police 
searched there again because they had new 
canine resources. He also said he'd do what 
he could to help. 

At the Wetterling home, the family is left to 
wait awhile longer for word on whether there 
is any new evidence of Jacob's fate. 

"Who did this? What happened? ... We need 
answers," Patty Wetterling said late last week 
as the search finished up. "Nobody's quitting, 
and we're not giving up until we find Jacob." 

richm@starlribune.com • 612-673-4425 
asimons@startribune.com • 612-673-4921 
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St. Joseph reflects on renewed search for Wetterling 

By Danielle Cintron 
dcintron@stcloudtimes, com 

ST. JOSEPH — Hundreds of St. Joseph Catholic Church parishioners gathered outside to celebrate 
an outdoor Mass before the annual Joetown Rocks festival kicked off Saturday. Included in the 

22° 1989 atl0n S prayers was Jacob Wetterlin 9- the 11-year-old boy who was abducted at gunpoint Oct. 


it was a reminder of the strain the community has felt in recent days as investigators searched a farm 
near the abduction site and not far from Wetterling's home. The two-day search thrust the town of St 
Joseph back into the national spotlight. 

The search took place at 29748-91st Ave. p where Robert and Rita Rassier live with their son Dan 
Dan Rassier has been named a “person of interest" in Wetterling's disappearance. 

Community members at Saturday’s festival were respectful of the families involved, and many wished 
not to comment on the renewed investigation. 


“For Jacob Wetterling and all missing children. For healing, understanding and a sense of closure for 
the St. Joseph community, we pray," a reader said at the open Mass during the prayers of the faithful. 

Cindy Kissner, St. Cloud, attended the Joetown Rocks event and expressed her desire to know why 
the Rassier property was being investigated now. ’ 


"Why couldn't they do that when it all happened?" Kissner said, 
so the families can have closure.” 


“I just hope they find something out 


Stearns County authorities said no additional work or patrols were conducted at the site Saturday. 
Frfday 11 N ° Trespassing " sign has been posted at the Rassier driveway since the search concluded 

Times reporter TaLeiza Calloway contributed to this report. 
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Dig revives 21-year-old 

Minnesota abduction case 

The Associated Press 

Sunday, July 4, 2010 | 12:15 a.m. 


Nearly 21 years after an 11-year-old boy was abducted on a familiar central Minnesota road, authorities 

acknowledged Friday there is new activity in the case, after investigators spent two days searching and digging at a 
farm near where Jacob Wetterling was last seen. 


The Steams County Sheriffs Department said Friday they had seized several items during their search of the 158- 

acre property in St. Joseph and confirmed that the search was related to Jacob's disappearance, which drew national 
attention and led to state and federal sex offender registration laws. 


Authorities did not describe the items seized or release any additional details. The 
that analysis of the items could take weeks or months. 


department said in a statement 


Jacob was riding his bicycle with his brother and a friend on Oct. 22, 1989 when they were approached by a masked 

gunman who told the boys to stop and lay on their stomachs in a ditch. He ordered the other two boys to run away, 
and Jacob has been missing ever since. 

There have been no arrests and authorities have cleared more than 40,000 leads over the years. 

Jacob was abducted along the road at the end of the driveway to the property that was searched. The farm is owned 
by Robert Rassier and his wife, Rita, who are both in their 80s. Their son, Daniel Rassier, also lives there and was 
home the night of the abduction. A woman who answered the phone at the house Friday said no one would 
comment. Another message left by The Associated Press was not returned. 

But Daniel Rassier, 54, told the St. Cloud Times that investigators have interviewed him "numerous times" about 
Jacob's disappearance, and that he has submitted to a lie-detector test, hypnosis and DNA sampling. 

I had absolutely nothing to do with anything with Jacob," he told the newspaper. "I didn't do it. I had nothing to do 
with it." 


Sheriff John Sanner told the Times that Daniel Rassier is a "person of interest" in Jacob's disappearance. 

Rassier said he believes investigators came to his property because of new canine resources, and he'll do what he 

can to help. Sanner told the newspaper that investigators developed probable cause in recent weeks that led to the 
search, although he would not elaborate. 


Sanner did not return a phone message left by the AP. 

Officials from the sheriffs office, the FBI, the state Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, K-9 handlers, and the 
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children converged on the Rassier property Wednesday. By Thursday, 
earthmoving equipment began digging, and truck loads of what appeared to be dirt were hauled away. 

Officials said they couldn't release additional details of their investigation. 

Court orders by Steams County District Judge Vicki Landwehr said four separate search warrants would not be 
made available to the public at this time because their release could hamper the investigation. 

There have been no arrests connected to the search, which wrapped up Thursday. 

After the kidnapping in the town about 80 miles northwest of Minneapolis, Jacob's mother, Patty Wetterling, 
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became an advocate for missing children and helped pass federal and state laws to track sex offenders and alert the 

public when children go missing. In 1990, she and Jacob's father, Jeny Wetterling, founded what's now known as 
the Jacob Wetterling Resource Center. 

Patty Wetterling said Friday that the sheriff shared the news with her the night before, but didn't answer any 
questions or say anything beyond what he told the media. 

"They can't. So we know as much as you know," she said. "I didn’t really ask a lot of questions. I was grateful for 

T n rx rv ri n i 11 ^ 


"It's been my experience that these things take a long time," 
we get some answers." 


she added. "You wait and see _ and you hope. We hope 
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July 5, 2010 

St. Joseph crowds delight in parade, festival fun 

By Mark Sommerhauser 
rnsommerhauser@stcloudtimes com 

i T J c ° h S i, PH ~ ?u eSid . entS , here continued a Ju| y Fourth pastime while hoping to end another rite that 
Wetterling k 8 thaP W ° decades: Waitin 9 for closure to the unsolved abduction of Jacob 

2lh S™? ° f h St i° Seph / arish Festival brin 9 s a crowd ^ St. Joseph every year. This year it came 

fn! Hi Joseph ' n the ^d' 3 spotlight, after authorities renewed the search for Wetterling by combing 
for clues near where he disappeared in 1989. a y y 

nMnte™!*® on Friday named a man wh0 lives at the property they searched, Dan Rassier, a "person 
or interest in the case. 

They hauled dirt from the property and seized some items last week, but they didn't say if a 
development in the case triggered their search, what they were looking for or what they found. 

and t ha! i" St ‘ C3USe to believe a break is comin 9 in the Wetterling case — 

and that their town will no longer be linked to unresolved tragedy. 

e? r 3 hf,T, b u r ° f Sl J ° seph ’ s Parish ' last week stirred memories of the terror that shook 

bt. Joseph the night Wetterling was abducted. 

R a a «L a r n ?ho? Q er f , eSti r l9 ° erS alS0 VOiced concern for Wetter| ing' s family and for Robert, Rita and Dan 
Rassier, the family whose property was searched. 

I just hope they get this settled... for the families' sakes," Lauer said. 

usec| C fofth(f fe>cHu d h dsb f f tiV !' t0 the Wetterlin 9 search, as many of the tents and benches 

sitfcmlJn^S 3 ! b f en . st ° red at the Rassier property. Authorities had restricted access to the 
sue, creating a headache for festival organizers. 

fnrncS 311 , attention on the Wetterling case, not everyone in St. Joseph on Sunday was 

auiltstn a fundSinn anrt- S ® nj0 H® d th ® , US . Ual summertime Some played bingo, others bid for 
Joeburgers Undra S n9 aUCtl ° n and some llstened to ,ive country music while scarfing down 

? Sa c k ^ apids and her granddaughter, 7-year-old Shelby Gabrielson, sat on 
fhP S S T ^ Unday mornin9 watchln 9 the festival parade. Gabrielson collected candy from 
mdSPnnlf nbb ° ns bouncin 9 in her hair. Behrend spoke of the July Fourth 
parade^ * b 9 9 her ch,ldren — and now her grandchildren — to St. Joseph each year for the 

"The kids love the candy,” Behrend said. “They have a good time." 
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'Person of interest' says he witnessed 'things' 
by Dennis.Palman 

Thursday, July 8, 2010 3:20 PM EDT 

ScSS W3S abducted ' a nearby neighbor, Dan Rassier, said he "witnessed" many 

The day was Sunday, Oct. 22, 1989. 

^^way^to^olving^he^rime 1116 ^ ° fJaC ° b ' S abductlon ' the ” thin 9 a " he saw coalesced in his mind as vital connections pointing 

the time”?!h^meTtl? AtS fas lived in with h h e is e par y ents enm9 ' Whe " ^ n0tjogging ' he spental1 of 

Sductfo S n° n R3SSier ^ f ° r n0t diVUl9in9 d6tai,S ab ° Ut the things he saw is because he does not want to tip off anyone guilty of 


x told them'' 0 ' 6 " 1 WitneSS t0 What happened '" he said - " But 1 definitely saw something. All of the investigators know the information 

gone to the To™Th™mb conv 1 menc^stoTr to let mm* ^' “5° 11 'V® ai " old Jacob We tterling, his brother and a friend had 

masked gunman stopped ^ bovsHeS MLfhT ^ ^ a ^ e °' While returning home on the rural township road, a 
woods, Jacob and the man were gone ^ the fne " d t0 rUn into the woods - Wh *" the boys looked back from the 

From the beginning, Dan Rassier was one of many people questioned by law enforcement. 

iStSStStSSS^ th,m -' R “ Sler ’"*• 9ave me - klnds -• »=-«ec„r test. I told them 
age”'iSS!MoTiltV??! '’^SVSSSSTr^ "? >** ” ek ' * ««■* <* law-enforcement 

Rassier vigorously denies having anything to do with the disappearance of Jacob Wetterling. 

threaS'l can^^dle^tMs^bu^what worries me'^s^nvo^rents^t's 0 ^'!! 9 h®* S l0Sing h a 500 (JaC ° b) ‘ IVe be8n getting a lot of death 

us. They are ruining our lives." V parentSl 11 s so hard on them. They (media) are saying horrible things about 

We„Vs"?,te,i„ d e' s ' hiS Par '"“ "““"S ’ “ ° f letter, end cell, of support and svmpethy fr „ m 

countless marathons during 1 the past rew t decades SPr ' n9,/ROCOrl Sch ° Pl D,strlct - He is also an avid runner who has participated in 


http://www.thcnewsleaders.com/articles/2010/07/08/st ioseph/news/news2. 
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Authorities: Wetterling Case Will Take Months 

WeekS ° ne ° f <hB m ° S ' We "- kn0Wn kidnaPPin0 MinneSOla W8S “acK in the spotlight, but invest*. say be another 





'T TZTT* * C0Uld be ,hree 10 ,OUr m0nthS ' conservaliv ^ **> th V could be done sifting through the dirt and ashes that 
authontfes, including the BCA, seized from a St. Joseph, Minn, property, 

home* 0 dayS ' ,n ' /es " 8at ° rs Searched the ,arm 5i,a near th8 sp °< where Ja “ b Wetteriing was abducted In 1989, which Is e half mile from Wetting's 
A backhoe produced six loads of dirt and ash that was hauled away for forensic analysis. 

1 of 1 Click to enlarge 

Back In 1989, a police dog picked up Wetterling's scent just inside the property and sources say it disappeared a couple hundred feet away Sources also A h ♦ „ 

say a mold was made of his footprint on the site back then. P ' y ‘ 5 also A dum P truck enters Ihe area 

where investigators are searching 

WCCO hTha^nTllTtod '“'^T TimeS ^ ^ reSide " ,S °" he ^ Da "' el RaSSier ' iS 8 “ person ° f inleresl " ln ,he case - His r.m«y201 M ' nn ' “ ^ '' 

vvuGU he had nothing to do with Jacob s disappearance. CBS 
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Wetterlmg searchers hit 
another dead end 


By Amy ForJiti 
Associated Press 

Upd Elect: Q0/2 8/2010 11:54;0 8 P iVi C DT 

Forensic tests on 'items taken this summer from a 
Minnesota farm near the site of 11 -year-old Jacob 
Wetterling's abduction in 1989 have revealed no 
evidence linking them to the crime, the Steams 
County sheriff said Tuesday, 

Sheriff John Sanner said various tests "were unable 
to establish, distinguish or identify potential 
evidence." He said further analysis was scheduled 
for some items and said more tests are possible, but 
declined to elaborate or provide any details on what 
tests had been done so far His statement called the 
results preliminary. 

"We're hopeful that the test results will lead us in 
one direction or another," he said. 

A masked gunman kidnapped Jacob on Oct. 22, 
1989, on a rural road in St. Joseph, about 80 miles 
northwest of the Twin Cities. He hasn't been seen 
since. Authorities have examined more than 50,000 
leads, but no one was ever arrested. 

Interest in the case was renewed this summer when 
authorities converged on the 158-acre property 
near the abduction site and hauled away truckloads 
of dirt and other items. 

At the time, Sanner told the St. Cloud Times that 
Daniel Rassier, a man who lived at the farm with his 
parents, was a person of interest in the case. 


Rassier, 54, has told the Associated Press he had 
nothing to do with it. 

"It's a bit of a relief, even though it doesn't answer 
too many questions," Rassier told the AP on 
Tuesday. "But it does answer the idea that Jacob 
could be alive and well somewhere out there.... 

There’s the hope, we all have the hope that he is out 
there.” 

Rassier said among the items taken in the search 
was a box of newspaper clippings about Jacob’s 
abduction and excerpts of Rassier's journal with his 
thoughts about the case. 

"I would not expect to get those back for a while," 
Rassier said. 

Jacob's mother, Patty Wetterling, told the St. Cloud 
Times that she's grateful to everyone who put 
energy into finding what was at the site. 

"But today's like any other day, we still * 

don't have any answers," she said. 
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Larson rod© their bikes and a scooter to a nearby 
convenience store to rent a movie. 


Jacob Wetterlmg was abduct 
near the Rassier farm while 
biking home from a Tom Thu 
convenience 
store in 1989, A 

June 30 search - —" 

of the farm Jj^P 

turned up no i 

evidence in the 1 

case. 

to. Rd t 75 EMM 
Minnesota 5t 


The boys were riding the familiar road home before 
9:30 p.m. and were about a half-mile from the 
Wetterling house, and near the end of the Rassiers' 
driveway, when the gunman told them to stop and 
lie on their stomachs in a ditch. The man asked the 
boys their ages and ordered Aaron and Trevor to 
run away or he'd shoot. 

The boys ran, and when they looked back, Jacob 
was gone. 

In the days that followed, hundreds of police and 
volunteers searched on foot and horseback for the 
boy. More than 300 National Guard troops and 
Department of Natural Resources workers made 
shoulder-to-shoulder searches of woods and fields. 
Rewards totaling $125,000 were offered, and in the 
following weeks fliers with Jacob's photo and 
description were mailed out nationwide. Tens of 
thousands of tips poured in. 

In 2004, authorities ruled out a suspicious car they 
had been seeking for more than 14 years, and 
instead began focusing on the possibility that Jacob 
was taken by someone on foot. The revelation, 
Sanner said at the time, led investigators to rethink 
their "theories of who's involved." 

On June 30 of this year, authorities converged 

on the Rasslerfarm with search warrants. A day 
later, they began digging. The property had been 
searched before, but not so thoroughly. Sanner 
wouldn't say exactly what led to the recent search. 


Baker St 


Police 


investigation 


i r ocDFErr 


She waits for answers. "And you do what you can to 
build a better world for kids in the meantime ” she 
said. "That's what we do." 

Jacob was abducted after he, his 10-year-old 
brother, Trevor, and his 11-year-old friend Aaron 
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System! 
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Investigators we z lidL'khpe lu iiiy just *e)u£he*sl i5 i the — 

Farm in bt Joseph mnv. rlwsoay, June 1, Wo. Cr*ws n*vu bei 

whflr^HirrtK f?P r »l OTT j ,of ^ 2 rur ^ 51'. Jo&ei>ti te-rm ne^r tivc site 

Wfi^lscob ^etterling ^ssbdticiflef in iSaS. tAP Ph Q tn/St GW Times * 

jlL_„___ I > 


Sanner said Daniel Rassier was home atone on the 
night of the abduction, ana authorities have talked 
to turn oyer the years under many circumstances. 


"I had nothing to do with it," Rassier said in a recent 
e-mail to the AP. When asked if he had obtained a 
lawyer, he said no, “I have nothing to hide and stilt 
trust law enforcement may c-ome around/ 1 

Rassier is an elementary school music and band 
teacher and has worked full time for the Rocorj 
school district since 1978, said Superintendent 
bcott Staska. There are no disciplinary actions or 
complaints in his file. 

But this year, when Rassier began teaching vocal 
music Eu St, Boniface School, the principal there put 
a paraprofessional Jri the classroom with him, citing 
concern from parents. 
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Wetterling Family Still Waiting For Answers 

IT m ° rllns a,ler “* m0Sl ' ve "- t!nown “"PW ““ In Ihe stale was hack under the microscope. Investigators have released the preliminary 
ndings of Ihatr Iwoklay search at a farm In SI. Joseph, Minn However, official* cay the test results do not lead to a break In the Jacob Welterting case 

Steams County Sheriff John Sooner made the announcement Tuescay. saying the Investigation oonllnues He says testing was unable lo "establish 
distinguish or identify potential evidence.* 

Sannw also said “Uiis does not exclude the possibility of further lasting el e later dele as ongoing reseetch provide, opportunities Ihal are unavailable 

lOOdy. 

* 

He noted that because the investigation is ongoing, certain details will reman confidential 

The Steams Couniy Sheriff spent months analyzing lhe truckloads of ashes that authorities, including ihe DCA, seized from 
Wetterling was abductBd in 1909. 
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A backhoe produced six loads of dirt and ash that was heulad away for forensic analysis on July 1 and 2 Stale officials 
no break in ihe case. 


Ihe property in July where 

say ihose items from the site yield 


Back in 1989, a police dog picked up Wellerting's scent jusl inside Ihe property end sources say it disappeared a couple hundred reel away. Sources also 
say a mold was made of his footprint on the site back then. 1 


Jacob was 11 when he was taken by a masked gunman on Oct. 22.1989. from a rural road in Si Joseph He hasn't been 
been arrested 


seen since end no one has 


^mTest n,dbT,?rl 0! T'T ^ *?*■**** ** *»»• "" ■» *' "‘"W «*»h •» *Ust news, which Ihe sheriff shared with the Welterting 
lemny lest mgnl before it was made public on Tuesday * 

2 iITjCC.^ SI" n0n " 0nC,U ‘ l ™ " “ iS Bke 11 "■* « «- “»« - »'3 !■* ■» I™" whet exactly lo mek. 

He said he Is also gmtefut for the amount of time investigators worked on this latest lead. 


Jacob's father, Jany Wetterling, 
always wears a button with his 
son’s photo on It 
CBS 
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“K is always fabulous to see when something does come up how H gels looked at and 
■People really want lo know what happened here, finding Jacob." 


pursi*d and taken to concfusion and that's really excating," he said 


VWiile he welts for answers. Jeny always wear a button with his son's photo on it. 


1 W9af " eVKy ** My 0lher ,hree klds ' ' M " ,h “" ,he P*"* "*■ H ta* I* n gomgr But Ibis h my woy of jus. conning with Jscob," ho sold. 
Tho Stoams County Shortly will not say what items were actually tesled by the BCA atmo lob but ho did soy more analysis is planned for some of the 
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Search for Jacob finds only pain 

Three months after investigators 
hunted again for evidence in the 
1989 disappearance, officials said 
they found no new leads. 


By RICHARD MERYHEW and ABBY SIMONS , Star 
Tribune 

Last update: September 29, 2010 - 9:31 AM 

ST. JOSEPH, M11SN. - Twenty-one years. And 
still no answer to the urgent question; What 
happened to Jacob? 

In the three months since investigators 
returned to a farm near the spot where 11 - 
year-old Jacob Wetterling disappeared to 
unearth dirt and ash, people across the state 
have wondered whether police would finally 
find evidence to crack a case that has 
haunted a community since that warm 
October night in 1989, 

On Tuesday, a dejected sheriff said nope, not 
yet. 

"When you initially get news like this, it feels 
like a setback," Stearns County Sheri ff John 
Sanner said. 


Advertisement 


t . . 




Sanner said the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal 
Apprehension notified his office late Monday 
that forensic tests on items unearthed at the f 
arm site this summer turned up no evidence 
that would lead to an arrest or solve the case, 

He said testing on some items will continue, 
but because the investigation is ongoing, the 
items tested and the type of testing will 
remain confidential. 

He added, however, that investigators from 
Stearns County, the BCA and FBI remain 
committed to solving the case, which has 
transfixed a region for more than two 
decades. 

"Is it a disappointment? Somewhat," Sanner 
said. "But for me, it’s more of a motivator. I 
can get knocked down many times, but I'm 
going to keep getting back up again. And 
that's where we're at right now." 

"It the individual responsible for this crime 
thinks they can breathe easier, that's a huge 
mistake." 

Jacob's father, Jeny Wetterling, who still 
wears a button with a photograph of his 
son’s face, said he learned there was no 
news when lffs wife, Patty, called him Monday 
night after talking with investigators. 
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"I think it's a case of another day of not 
knowing / 1 a weary Wetterling said Tuesday 
from bis chiropractic office in St Joseph. 

"If this were conclusive and we found Jacob, 
I'm not even sure how 1 would feel about 
that. I'm stiJJ hopeful Jacob is going to be 
found breathing. But whatever it is, it is. And 
I'm prepared for that.” 

Investigators had searched the farm 
property, which is the closest residence to 


over to police. 

On Tuesday, those pleas remained 
unanswered. "For us, life is no different. We 
didn't know anything yesterday. We don't 
know anything today. But we can't hold our 
lives hostage to this person or any person," 
Patty Wetterling said. "This guy warrants no 
more of my energy. If he did it, they'll find 
out. If he didn't, they'll find out. And they'll 
keep going.” 


the kidnapping scene, at least twice before. 
On several occasions, they also interviewed a 
middle-age man who lives there with his 
parents and who has long been considered a 
person of interest in the case. 

The man, now 54, was questioned by 
investigators in 1989, but several authorities 
close to the case have said over the years 
that his answers always left them 
"uncomfortable.” 

In 2004, investigators obtained DNA samples 
Irom him. He also agreed to be hypnotized 
and take a lie detector test. 


The man has said he had nothing to do with 
it. 

'It s a bit of a relief, even though it doesn't 
answer too many questions," he told the AP 
on Tuesday. "But it does answer the idea that 
Jacob could be alive and well somewhere out 
there.... There's the hope, we all have the 
hope that he is out there." 

The man said among the items taken in the 
search was a box of newspaper clippings 
about Jacob's abduction and excerpts of his 
journal with his thoughts about the case. 
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That same year, authorities sent him a hand¬ 
written letter from Patty Wetterling in which 
she pleaded with whoever had taken Jacob to 
confess what happened and turn himself 


"1 would not expect to get those back for a 
while," he said. The Star Tribune is not 
naming him because he has not been 
charged. 
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'A letdown' 

Many in this community of 6,100 residents 
75 miles northwest of the Twin Cities seemed 
■ discouraged by Tuesday's news. 

I For two decades they've waited and hoped, 
figuring that sooner or later, the cops would 
catch the break or the piece of luck that 
would crack the mystery. 

That it didn't happen this time was "a 
letdown," said Marilyn Ruhr, who has lived in 
St. Joseph for 24 years. "You hope that 
someday the family is going to have some 

closure. You think that finally it's going to be 
solved." 

Said longtime resident Paul Ritzenthaler: 
"Everyone has a preconceived notion of what 
happened, how it happened. Everybody has 
their suspicions. And again, it's a small town. 
Everyone seems to have a theory, but nobody 
has a solid answer." 

The search of the farm property this summer 
is just one of nearly 50,000 leads 
investigators have pursued since Jacob was 
abducted the night of Oct. 22, 1989, as he 
and his brother Trevor, 10, and best friend, 
Aaron Larson, 1 ], biked home from a 
convenience store in rural St. Joseph. 
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Jacob has not been seen since, and no one 
has ever been arrested in the case. 

Sanner wouldn't say this summer what 
prompted investigators to return and search 
the fann again. He also declined to elaborate 
Tuesday. 

"1 really can't talk about it," he said. 

Several authorities familiar with the 
investigation, however, said in June that 
investigators returned to the farm site with 
cadaver dogs, tractors and trucks after two 
young agents looking at the case file 
suggested going back and taking a fresh look 
at several spots on the property, including a 
remote location where the family either 
burned materials or dumped ashes. 

One official described the work as a "hunch," 
but added that it was no more than that. 
Another framed it as "a shot in the dark." 

Needs to be solved 

About a half dozen truckloads of dirt were 
taken from the farm site and sifted for 
possible evidence. In late July, Stearns 
County authorities said "some items of 

interest" had been found, but they did not 
elaborate. 
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The hope was that recent advances in DNA 
technology that now make it possible for 
investigators to pull DNA potential from bone 
fragments, teeth, hair or even fingernails 
would lead to a break. 


A V 


But Sanner said Tuesday that the forensic 
testing was "unable to establish, distinguish 
or identify potential evidence." 

In St. Joseph, there was disappointment. 

"Until it is solved, people will always wonder 
who did it," Ruhr said. 

"Where he is," added her friend, Marcia 
Teigen. 

"And what happened," Ruhr said. 

"And why it happened the way it did," Teigen 
said. . 

The Associated Press contributed to this 
report. 

richm@startribune.com • 612-673-4425 asi- 

mons@startribune.com« 612-673-4921 
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No cluos to Wetterling case 
found in items removed 
from site 

By Kari Petiio arid David Unze * 
kpetrie@stcioudtiniKs.com, dunze@stcioudtimes. 
com - September 25, 2010 

Jerry Wetterling had a gut feeling about what 
investigators would learn from the truckloads of dirt 

taken from a farm near where his son Jacob was last 
seen. 

How he wishes his gut was wrong. 

11 don’t know what I feel. It's not — I don't feel 
happy/ 4 he saEd-Tuesday, the day Stearns County 
Sheriff John Sanner announced nothing of 
consequence had yet been found in the midsummer 
farm search. not happy/positiVc, but it's pretty 
much what ! thought, that nothing conclusive would 
tie found, J want answers. The best answer would be 
that Jacob's alive on some island and he's well," 

ifs been three months since investigators 
converged on a St, Joseph Township farm and look 
six truckloads of dirt and several other items The 
finds were tested by the Minnesota Bureau of 
Criminal Apprehension and preliminary results were 
unable to establish, distinguish or identify 

potential evidence.’ 1 Sanner sard Tuesday in a news 
release, 

But investigators remain focused on finding out 

what happened to Jacob and resolving the 21-year- 
old case. 

Eleven-year-old Jacob Wetterling was abducted Oct 
22. 1989, when a masked gunman stopped him his' 
brother and a friend as they returned home from a 
store. Wetierling’s brother and friend were let go 
but the man took Jacob. 

'This is just another step in a long, ongoing 
investigation; Sanner told the Times on Tuesday. 

Still searching 

I Some items found in the search will undergo further 
testing, but Sanner would not say what those items 
are or what sort of testing will be done. 

\ rr\ grateful for the depth of the investigation and 
L L^Lo yaryopg who has out a t remendous amount nf 


energy into finding what was there," Patty Wetterling 
said of the search of the farm. “But today's like any 
other day; we still don't have any answers," 

She said she hadn’t been told much about what 
items were taken from the farm or what the tests of 
those items revealed. 

u l know nothing more than you guys do," she told 
the Times. 

The search of the farm and the renewed attention to 
the disappearance of her son have taken a toll on 
her, she admitted. And she’s decided that she can't 
focus her energy on the person who look her son. 


I honestly can tell you that I've spent very little 
energy thinking about the guy who took Jacob, 
Because it's all negative energy, and It’s not worth 
die time; she said. "I can't go there. This has been 
a long summer, end he's not wojfh any bit of my 
time." 

• i 

The ups and downs of the investigation make it 
difficult to know how to respond to some of the 
information investigators reveal publicly, Jerry 
Wetterling said. When asked if not having the 
answers ss the worst part of the ongoing search for 
his son, Jerry'' paused 

"f just don't know what ts the worst; he said. 
There's no good in this. For 21 years he’s been 
gone. That’s no good. The fact that he was taken in 
the first place is the worst" 


High priority 
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The case remains high priority for the sheriffs 
office. For more than two decades, investigators 
have probed thousands of tips and interviewed 
thousands of people. 

"WeVe fallen off the horse many times before and 
have gotten back up/' Sannersaid. “This isn’t anv 
different” 

Sanner hopes technology will continue to improve 
and allow for future testing of the items seized. 

Because the investigation is ongoing, Sanner said 
he cannot go into more detail about the items and 
search. Sanner would not comment on reports by 
other media outlets about specific items taken 
during the search June 30 and July 1 at a farm at 
29748-91 st Ave. in St, Joseph Township.. 

The abduction happened near the end of the farm’s 
driveway. The property is owned by Robert and Rita 
Rassier, Their son Dan Rassier, 54, lives with them 
and did at the time of the abduction. 

After the search of the properly, Sanner called Dan 
Rassier a person of interest in the abduction. 

Dan Rassier said investigators took ash from a bum 
pJ in the backyard, which could have included 
enimaJ remains, They also took items from a storage 
sned, including a clothing chest, a lawn chair and 
the bottom of an umbrella stand. From inside the 
house, Rassier said officers look a box of his 
personal items that included personal notes, 
pictures and news clippings refating to Wetterlinq’s 
abduction. 


BCA spokeswoman Jill Oliveira confirmed that some 
testing is still underway on several sfems. But she 
could not say what those items are or what type of 
testing is being done. She also could not provide 
details on how long testing will take. 

Investigators spent a week sifting through the soil 
and sent what they found to the BCA labs. 

Despite the setback of not finding any new evidence 
in the searches over the summer, Sanner said he 
remains motivated to solve the case. 

"If I was the suspect, I wouldn't take this as a siqnal 
to relax," Sannersaid, 

Person of interest 


Dan Rassier is an elementary school music and 
band teacher and has worked full-time for the 
Rocori school district since 1978. Superintendent 

Scott Staska said there are no disciplinary actions or 
complaints in his file. 

But this year, when Rassier began teaching vocal 
music at St, Boniface School, the principal there put 
a para professional in the classroom with him, citing 
concern from parents. 

Rassier has been interviewed by investigators 
several times about the disappearance and has said 
he submitted to DNA sampling and other tests. 

Rassier has told the Times he Is innocent. 

When asked Tuesday if Rassier is still considered a 
person of interest, Sannersaid, “this doesn’t change 
anything. 1 * 

“I know they haven't quit on the person of interest," 
Patty Wetterling said. 1 know that he's still a person 
of interest." 

Rassier said Tuesday that he wishes he could have 
been cleared of any wrongdoing. 

1 hope that we can come to some agreement that a 
mistake has been made," he said. 

But he said the good thing is Tuesday's news means 
Jacob could still be found alive. 

I still have hope that he could be out there," 

Rassier said. 
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The Wetterlings continue to wait for answers. 

Yeah, it would have been great to have some clarity 
of answers." Jerry Wetterlfng said. "That doesn't 
; i iean I m not hopeful or that I've given up hope for 
finding Jacob/ 

And in the meantime? 


'You do what you esn to build a better world for 
kids in the meantime," Patty said. "That's what we 
do.” 
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Timeline of the investigation 

OcL 22, 1989: Eleven-year-aid Jacob Erwin Wetterfmg 
is abducted by a masked gunman about 9:15 p.m. 
along 91st Avenue, southeast of 5L Joseph. 
Firefighters and 35 officers from the Stearns County 
Sheriffs Office and other law enforcement agencies 
search die area. Two locai FBI agents and five from 
Minneapolis are assigned Ip the case. A state 
helicopter with a searchlight searches the nearby 
woods and fields. A command post is set up at Del- 

Win Ballroom in St. Joseph. Searches are called off at: 
a.m. until daybreak. 

Oct. 23, 1989: The search resumes at 8 a m. 
Department of Natural Resources officers use all- 
terrain vehicles to search a two-mlle radius around the 
abduction site. Helicopters fly over a 25-square-mile 
area, A Minneapolis bloodhound leads officers to tire 
hacks, prompling officers to believe the kidnapper 
had a car nearby. By 1:30 p.m lf fliers are distributed. 
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Oct. 24, 1989: An FBI expert in psychological profiles 
flies in from Washington, D.C., to join about 14 other 
investigators. 

Oct. 25, 1989: Authorities receive tips that a small red 
car had been seen in St. Joseph in the past three 
weeks. About two dozen red cars in the area are 
investigated. The FBI profile describes the abductor as 
a white man, 25-35 years old, employed in a low- 
skilled job with a low self-image probably stemming 
from a physical deformity such as acne or scars. 

About 600 people gather in St Joseph Catholic 
Church to pray. 

Oct 26, 1989: At 11:30 a.m. about 30 horses and 
hders begin searching one mile east of St. Joseph. 
About 50 officers, including at least 20 FBI agents, 
sift through hundreds of tips. A group of anonymous 
Twin Cities business leaders offers a 5100,000 reward 
for Jacob's safe return within 72 hours. 

Oct 27, 1989: Officials release an artist's sketch of a 
man who had tried to abduct a Stearns County boy 
earlierthat summer, believing the two incidents could 
have involved the same man. 

Oct 28,1989: A white sweat sock is found about 
100 yards from the abduction site, but a bloodhound 
can't track its scent farther than a nearby road. Tri- 
County Crime Stoppers adds to the reward money, 
bringing the total to $125,000. 

Oct. 29, 1989: From 7:30-10 p.m., roadblocks are 
set up in St. Joseph. About 2,000 motorists are 
stopped and questioned by the State Patrol. At 11 p. 
m. the $100,000 reward established by Twin Cities 
businesses expires. 

Nov 3,1989: Authorities have questioned 100 
potential suspects. They conduct a final ground 
search. 

Nov. 4, 1989: About 5,000 people link hands, 
forming a chain from St. Joseph to St. Cloud in what 
is dubbed “Hands for Jacob." A sketch of a 1970s 
Ford van is released. The van was believed to have 
been used in an earlier abduction attempt of a 10- 
year-old boy. The sketch generates several tips. 

Nov. 9,1989: An unauthorized sketch of a former 
suspect circulates. The sketch was removed from 
circulation in a few days. Authorities have received 
more than 12,000 tips. 

Nov. 12,1989: Two more suspect sketches are 
released, one of a man who talked about the incident 
and another of a man suspected of trying to kidnap a 
New Brighton boy. They generate more than 300 tips. 
Nov. 17,1989: A detailed description of a car 
involved in the attempted abduction of a 13-year-old 
boy in Roberts, Wrs., Is released. Someone calls a 
national missing children's network and reports that 
Jacob is in St. Joseph. Authorities Investigate but 
nothing turns up. 

Nov, 23, 1989: The FBI releases another sketch, one 
that blends three others because agents believe all 
three sightings could have been the same man. 

Nov. 24, 1989: Authorities seek information on three 
cars seen in Jacob's neighborhood before the 


abduction. 

Nov. 30, 1989: A more accurate drawing of an earlier 
sketch is released. 

Dec. 14,1989: Attention turns to links between 
Jacob's abduction and the abduction and sexual 
assault of a 12-year-old Cold Spring boy in January. A s 
ketch of the suspect is released. Details lead 
investigators to think the two could be related. 

Jan. 16,1990: The Wetterlings announce plans to 
establish the Jacob Wetterling Foundation. 

May 2, 1991: Patty Wetterling sends 10,000 copies of 
a letter asking for help in finding her son. It generates 
a few leads, but nothing significant. 

May 24,1991: U.S. Sen. Dave Durenberger proposes a 
national registry of people who have committed crimes 
against children. The measure would be known as the 
Jacob Wetterling Act. It mirrors a Minnesota proposal. 
October 2003: The driver of a long-sought vehicle 
comes forward. Authorities rule him out as a suspect 
in the abduction. The theory of the case changes, 
leading investigators to focus on local suspects who 
could've been on foot when snatching Jacob. 

February 2004: The new information brings energy 
back to the case. Media report the change in focus for 
the case. Authorities interview a local potential 
suspect. 

May 2004: Media reports surface that link Jacob's 
abduction to the abduction and sexual assault of the 
12-year-old Cold Spring boy. The boy was taken 10 
months before Jacob. The victim comes forward and 
says he believes links exist. Authorities receive about 
20 new tips. But Investigators believe the cases likely 
aren't related. 

June 30: Law enforcement converge on a rural St. 
Joseph Township farm. Officers from Steams County, 
Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension and FBI 
search the site. Jacob was last seen at the end of the 
property's driveway. 

July 1: Crews dig up the ground at the farm at 
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29748-91 stAve. St. Joseph Township. They remain 
quiet on what they are doing at the site. 

July 2: Stearns County Sheriff John Sanner said 
investigators reteased "a number of items ' 1 during a 
search of the Si. Joseph Township property. It could 
take months for the items to be analyzed. Sanner calls 
Dan Rassier, a man who lives at the property, a person 
of interest in Jacob's disappearance, 

Sept. 28: Sanner’s office reports that lab tests on 
materials gathered in June and July do not produce 
evidence In the case. 


File downloads 

" MAP: Abduction site (:pdf) 
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Man says rights violated in Jacob Wetterling abduction case 


INFORUM | Fargo, ND 
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Man r s ^ s ri § hts violated in Jacob Wetterling abduction case 

J4'state- off,cia)s and agencies, .cftmtoin£g stoJi how he nasVesn treaIed ^ ^ S ^^ r ' lold The delated Press on Thursday Wat he t#A & tetter to 

By Amy Foriiti, Associated Pfess IN FORUM 
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Rassier, who says he is innocent, has not been cleared 
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Authonties have not etatorated on what prompted them to search Passer's family farm bro years ago, saying only that they had probable cause. 
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The AP reached out to SJ114 people bo whom Rees,er sent the letter. As c< Thuysda,, no one rammed dial tte war had been received. 

Racier said if mining else comes of the complaints he’s lodging, at least he spoke out about what hepereeived to be problems with the investigabon. 

"Like any unsolved crime, Jacob Wetterling and his family along with the public deserve nothing less than the truth," he wrote. 
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KSTP-TV^W A R13 Pledge: 
Jacob Wetterling 


Summary: Reward 

(slom'for L n^SfS s a T* i" a “ ,al . poa. 

Gilkcrson which results in ’ fnT* 1C inf °nnation given 
with the October 92 1 Qao l-u C i ^ rrest antl prosecution 

appearance of Jacob ° f 

Wetter! ing’s mortal remains. 8 ’ (3) h d,scover y 


amount up to Fifty Thousand Dollars 
to investigator Allen Garber or Steve 
ot one or more persons in connection 
Jacob Wetterling; (2) the proven live 
and proven identification of Jacob 


ligibilil 


truthful, no^public 1 ?^ must provide new, 

three^ventsf ° f * reward ls con <htioned upon the occurrence of one of the following 

‘ «* October 22, 

b. The proven live appearance of Jacob Wetterling; or 

1 «££*££ County w* ^ 

KSTPTVm pro f dures ' ° r ' if W"ffioalsare nTenga^d fadd^lS 1 
KSTP-TV may rely on its own private DNA testing. process, 

c. The discovery and proven identification of Jacob Wetterling's mortal remains. 

1 £2ta*SUfflcTfintogtatsregarf 6 C ° mty 

3. The following persons are ineligible to accept an offer of reward: 

a ' ” ageilt ° f Hubbard Broadcasti »8. °r any of its affiliated 

b ' »mS n wS!‘^L^w^° r , hcrSdf i” ™y unlawful conduct in 

WetterUngmatterf 1 * 11 Wetterimg matter or “Y investigation into the Jacob 

C - awJrdJd!° n Under ““ age ° f dghtKn (18) years of age at the “me that the reward is 
4 ^ y s pcrs011 whose ordlnar y, compensated duties include the investigation of criminal 


tA"2,0 





e. Any person who provides false information, regardless of wbro it may lead; 

f. Any member of Jacob Wetterling’s immediate, nuclear family; 

g. Any member of Allen Garber’s extended family: or 

h. Any member Steve Gilkerson’s extended family. 


Awarding and Allocation nf Reward 


1. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


5. 


STbird^^aKSKSi <if ,hC "" 8 

TJeamountof any reward to be paid shall be determined in tlw sole d;™*™ n fFCTn 

SS5“^ : *353* 
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SSg? atm vW a 'w hf^' ' aW ,“ f0rCmert to ct Jd , 

PSpT= S int d«S^4 P 8 a "° mey(S) “ ble "" Willi "8 » 

L= i ‘ tan .o ° n8 paS °P “ ld ,? p t n<le ” ,l) ' P'°«te substamiallv similar qualifyine 
“ ™ on ' to *«™‘, tojl be payable to the person first providing tch 

prosecuting attorney® (if the prosecuting attomey^^We to 

participate in the determmation) recommend otherwise g 

KSTp d tv?! o TJSw 118 * CkimS e ° f if ? ne or more of the claimants does not accept 

of die re\Ard KSTP 1 w 35 ^ reWaid reci P ient ( s )> or the amount and/or allocation 

ol the reward, KSTP-TV may bring an action in the nature of an interpleader to 

KSTpTv ThlfV a ”rTVf 3ny ’ - S entUled 10 reward mone y> and, if so, in what amount. 

Shai l h ? to receiA : e lts attorneys’ fees and costs in correction with any 

such action, which shall be assessed against the reward money remaining with KSTP-TV 

or on deposit with the registry of the court, and may thereafter be assesS aSst the 
paity or parties found to have the less meritorious claim to the reward. 


a. 


Confidentiality 

i Pkc ! ge m " y *7 disclo f d 10 a PPr°Pnate federal and state law enforcement, as well 
as to potential witnesses who may have an interest in providing information in order to possibly 

' u 1 \T ard Payment lH 0rder to raaximize the effectiveness of this pledge and 
ensure the integrity of the investigative process, KSTP-TV will take steps to ensure, but cannot 

guarantee, the confidentiality of the Reward Pledge’s existence. In furtherance thereof, the 
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and Messrs. Garber and Gilkerson, K 
s reasonable out-of-pocket 

- - onered n a sSK 
ne, and taking into account then.hi;. ^ I ? m ^ st ‘g a( >on and possible so 

fed, and that the annomcememte eof SlI l?J-k h a ‘If? ™ 

Ihe control of Patty Wetterta Je^, w.S ■ cl t bc f de Wenforcement 
I Ms. Wetterling, Mr GX" & and^Ir & Alle ," Garber and/or S‘™= Oil 
«, first-interviewandta-aceess rights “ liTs: agKeS “ grant KS ™ 

L S^lltesm IS 'S'pm^TsTO TV ^ We ? erii, » 
announcement drat may ®be mad? concerning ™ “brS^in Ihl ’‘J 
announcement concerning any of the thee qualify^ndS havingtcS 

a. In connection therewith, each agn 
as reasonably possible in order tc 
story, to the extent feasible. 

b. In addition, each agrees to keep 1 
the case, including advance notice 
for prosecutorial review. 

2. First Interview : 
the case or an) 
occurred, each 


ouicui or oreaiong news concerning any break in 
tg any of the three qualifying conditions having 
lall have ‘‘first interview” rights, which it may 
of no less than twelve (12) hours. 

continue and apply to all phases of any judicial 
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Term; Sunset 

K ffirafcS to investigators 

Miscellaneous 

toes re oi P !5? £3 re A ard paid P ursuailt t0 this pledge will be responsible for paying income 

°n her W name ’ address ’ md Social securit y number. A 1099 Xbe 
issued by KSTP-TV to all applicable taxing authorities. 

Any person seeking to claim a reward under rtd« rdeHrro - j „ 

^,&££££ S^SS; 

seek out or provide information that may qualify one to seek a reward payment hSeiLdS 

the «fi aC i ty °. f KSTP-TV’s Reward Pledge may confidentially 
A- Bamum vice president and deputy general counsel. KSTP-TV LLC 3415 
University Avenue. Saint Paul, MN 55114, Tel. (651/6424335, email jbamum@hbi.eom:’ 
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A Sauk centre couple is speaking out for the first time in 26 vears about what they saw three hours 
before Jacob Wetterling disappeared. 

Kevin and Marlene Gwost are members of one of Minnesota's best known polka bands, the Nite Owls 
They were among the headliners at a polka festival attended by at least 500 people on the night of the 
abduction in St. Joseph. It took place at a ballroom half a mile from the abduction scene. 

The Nite Owls finished their set at the Del Win about 5 p.m. Other bands would play until 10 p.m. There 
were at least five hundred fans there. 

"They always drew a large crowd," Marlene said. 

The Gwosts left the ballroom around 5:30 p.m. and stopped at the Tom Thumb gas station, which was 

about two blocks away. They were rushing to get to another gig. Kevin pumped gas, Marlene went in for 
sandwiches. 

She noticed a suspicious man inside immediately, and so did her husband. 

"I said to my husband, 'I just have a real funny feeling about that guy why was he standing there not 
s opping just looking,'" Marlene said. "He wasn't looking at anything in the aisles at all. All he was doing 

was looking over the top of the aisles that were there. And I just had a gut feeling that there 
something going on." 
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Marlene worked at the time in the investigations unit of Stearns County Child Protection Services The 
Gwosts reported the man to the sheriffs office the day after the abduction, and Marlene was asked by 
investigators to help put together one of the early sketches of the suspect. 

Both Gwosts say while the sketch they helped create and other sketches of suspicious individuals from 

hat night show a bald man. The man they saw was wearing a baseball cap similar to the one in a later 
sKetcn. 

Marlene says the man was 5 feet 5 inches tall to 5 feet 7 seven inches tall. He had broad shoulders and 
was wearing a full-length brown coat that did not have a collar. 

I remember mentioning to Marlene that there's something weird with that guy, 1 " Kevin said. "The look 

on h,s face, an intense gaze, but at the same time he also had an uneasy, unsettled, maybe nervous 
demeanor at the same time." 

A Nov. 6,1989 article from the St. Cloud Times says a man with the same description was inside the 
same Tom Thumb three hours later. That is when Jacob Wetterling, his brother Trevor and their friend 
Aaron Larson, arrived to the store on bikes. It was while biking back to the Wetterling home in the ' 
darkness that a masked, armed man stopped them and took Jacob. 

The day of Heinrich's arrest, Marlene saw his mugshot on TV. 

I was standing right here and the hair stood up on my arm," Marlene said. 





We showed them the most widely-circulated sketch of the suspect with the baseball cap, as well as a 
1990 mugshot of Heinrich. 


"Definitely the eyes, the eye brows," Kevin said. 

He says only the unusual angle of the mug shot, with Heinrich’s head titled up, keeps him from 
identifying 100 percent that Heinrich was the man he saw. 

Marlene has no doubt. 


"You take that one now of him the way he is right now and you lay that next to here, that's what gave 
my goose bumps," she said. "I just feel it’s him. I really do feel that that’s the guy." 

Heinrich is S feet 5 inches tall and weighs 190 pounds. A former employee of an area radio station told 
WCCO that Stearns County Sheriff's Office has a video of the polka fest that includes shots of the crowd. 
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